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1. Summary
This report summarizes the activities carried out by the Regional Committee of United
Nations Global Geospatial Information Management for Arab States (UN-GGIM: Arab
States) since the last report presented to the Seventh Session of United Nations
Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM), held
in New York in August 2017.

2. Introduction
The members of UN-GGIM: Arab States have been actively working together in order to
develop this fledgling body. They have obtained active support and patronage from
their respective governments and the main government bodies or associations
responsible about geospatial information in their respective countries. To this effect
there has been one plenary meeting of the member states during this period. The four
working groups (WGs) have also continued their activities, the details of which are

presented in Section-4.

3. Objectives

The UN-GGIM: Arab States plays its role as the formal Arab chapter of the UN-GGIM
initiative with the core objective of coordinating, facilitating and enhancing the regional
cooperation in the realm of geospatial information management as well as cooperating
with other regional and international entities for promoting best practices in geospatial

information management in the region.

4. Activities

The following table for the activities of UN-GGIM: AS during the aforementioned period:

Activity Date Location
7" session of UN-GGIM Side meeting | Aug- 2017 USA, New York
5" UN-GGIM: Arab States Plenary Feb —2018 Oman, Muscat
Working Groups meetings Feb —2018 Oman, Muscat

UN-GGIM: Arab States Report Page-2 8" UN-GGIM Session, August-2018



UN-GGIM: Arab States

United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management for Arab States

The following sub-sections describe the activities mentioned in the above table in more

detail.

4.1. 7th session of UN-GGIM Side meeting - New York 2017

1. The main objective of this meeting was to give an overview of the activities of
the Working Groups that were established following the inaugural Session of
their regional Committee. The participants in the meeting will discuss and
agree on the dates of the next fifth meeting of the Committee. The report of

the meeting is present in Annex-1 .

4.2. UN-GGIM: Arab States Fifth Plenary Meeting - Oman 2018

2. The fifth meeting of member states was held in Oman from 19st to 21rd February
2018. It was attended by fifty-five representatives of thirteen Arab countries:
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, Kingdom of Bahrain, Arab Republic of
Egypt, State of Kuwait, Kingdom of Jordan, Lebanese Republic, Kingdom of Morocco,
Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Republic of the Sudan,
Republic of Tunisia, and United Arab Emirates.

3. It was also attended by a representatives of GCC Statistical Forum, Co-Chairs UN-
GGIM, UN-GGIM Secretariat, World Bank, ESCWA, and international experts was
invited to support the Arab Status work groups.

4. Oman’s National Survey Authority hosted as well as organized this plenary, in
collaboration with the UN-GGIM Arab States secretariat.

5. Detailed report about the Plenary is present in Annex-2 .

6. Each of the four UN-GGIM: Arab States WGs organized workshops during this
plenary that was attended by the invited subject matter experts. The experts

advised the working groups on matters pertaining to their respective areas of focus
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in the form of presentations, discussions and analysis. The results of these
workshops are documented in Annex-1. Additionally, there were sessions where the
participants shared their experiences in the field of geospatial information
management.

7. The main objective of this Plenary was to further the development of a general
framework for the member states to support the future program for all the WGs so

as to facilitate the obtainment of the expected deliverables from this body.

4.3. Working Group meeting - Fifth Plenary Meeting - Oman 2018

During the fifth meeting, working groups have a side meeting, the meeting details as

follow:

4.3.1. Meetings of WGL1 (institutional Arrangements, Legal, Policy, Awareness, and
Capacity Building)

Oman — February 2018: Meetings for WG1 were conducted during the Fifth UN-GGIM:

Arab States meeting held in Oman in Feb — 2018. WG1 has produce the annual progress
report, and The Roadmap for implementation (High level plan) which includes 4
objectives, Objectivel: Institutional Arrangement, Objective2: Legal & Policy lIssue,
Objective 3: Awareness Raising & Capacity Building, Objective4: Communications. The

plan was circulated to all members for their feedback before approval. (Annex3)

4.3.2. Meetings of WG2 (Fundamental Data and Geospatial Standards)

Oman — February 2018: The meetings for WG2 were conducted during the fifth UN-

GGIM: Arab States meeting held in Oman in Feb — 2018, the members has produce the
annual progress report, then they present their thoughts about establishing Arab Geo-
Portal and what is the technical requirements, also the members present the progress

of preparing the Arab Geospatial Data Dictionary. (Annex4)
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4.3.3. Meeting of WG3 (Geodetic Reference Frame)

Oman - February 2018: Meetings for WG3 were conducted during the fifth UN-GGIM:

Arab States meeting held in Oman in Feb —2018.

The WG3 members discussed the approaches for the implementation of the work plan,
and the establishment of the ARABREF (Arab Geodetic Reference Frame), which include
two phases, Phasel: GNSS data analysis to build the geometric part of ARABREF (Proof
of Concept), Phase2: physical geodesy data analysis of ARABREF vertical network (e.g.
Goid, gravity, leveling, tide, gauges). (Annex 5)

Members follow-up of the recommendations and actions items of WG3 meetings held in

Riyadh (Nov.2016) & Doha (Feb.2017).
Members reviews the progress made by each member state of:

- Setup of ARABREF Data & Analysis Centers
- CORS stations part of the ARABREF network.

- Capabilities in GNSS processing, with some numerical example if available.

The technical specification documents for Data & Analysis Centers was established and

circulated to WGs members.

4.3.4. Meetings of WG4 (integration of Geospatial and Statistical Information)

Oman — February 2018: Meetings for WG4 were conducted during the fifth UN-GGIM:

Arab States meeting held in Oman in Feb — 2018. WG1 discuss the annual progress
report, then present the questionnaire results which will help to identify the current
status / availability of the statistical data and geographical information in the member

countries. (Annex 6).
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4.4.Fifth Plenary meeting recommendations (Oman, Feb. 2018)

Below are the recommendations that were circulated to all members:

REC-1-Oman: An Approval to start the Arabic Geodetic reference frame Project with
participation of People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, Kingdom of Jordan, Kingdom of
Morocco, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and Republic of

Tunisia. To be joined by other member states as soon as they are ready.

REC-2-Oman: An Approval to start the first version of the Arab Geo-Portal, with
participation of People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, Arab Republic of Egypt,
Kingdom of Jordan, Kingdom of Morocco, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Republic of the Sudan, and Republic of Tunisia. To be joined by other

member states as soon as they are ready.

REC-3-Oman: Request for Approval upon Arabic Data Dictionary through 8" UN-GGIM
sessions (Aug.2018), Republic of Tunisia will prepare the first draft to be reviewed by

Members.

REC-4-Oman: Adopting a road network layer for data sharing in the first draft of the

Arab Geo-Portal, through the Web Services. Saudi Arabia will provide hosting services.

REC-5-Oman: Urging all Arab member states to participate in the Arab Geodetic

Reference and the Arab Geo-Portal as soon as they are ready.

REC-6-Oman: Review & Update the implementation plan for WG1 (Institutional
Arrangements, Legal, Policy, Awareness, and Capacity Building) to be approved during

8™ UN-GGIM sessions (Aug.2018)

REC-7-Oman: Nominate People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, Kingdom of Morocco,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Republic of Lebanon, and Arab Republic of Egypt, to represent
UN-GGIM Arab States in Subcommittee on Geodesy (formerly WG on Global Geodetic

Reference Frame).
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REC-8-Oman: Nominate Arab Republic of Egypt, State of Kuwait, and Sultanate of Oman,
to represent UN-GGIM Arab States in Expert Group on the Integration of Statistical and

Geospatial Information.

REC-9-Oman: Provide support in second phase for WG4 work plan, through urged
Member States to meet their requirements and support the integration of their work

with Working Group 2.

REC-10-Oman: Each WG’s Head provide a progress report to UN-GGIM: Arab States
secretary before 31°° May 2018, to be included into 8" UN-GGIM report (Aug.2018).

REC-11-Oman: Urging all Arab member states to communicate with their delegation in

UN to attend the 8" UN-GGIM session which will be held in New York (Aug.2018).

REC-12-Oman: Urging all Arab member states to attend The Second UN World Data
Forum in UAE (22-24 Oct.2018), and The United Nations World Geospatial Information
Congress in China (19-21 Nov.2018).

REC-13-Oman: Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the candidate for hosting the 6™ UN-GGIM:
Arab States Plenary meeting, from 18-20 Feb. 2019.

5. Next Plenary Meeting
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia took the initiative to host the Sixth meeting of the Arab Committee of
Experts of the United Nations for the Management of Geographical Information during

February 2019.
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6. Conclusion

The period since the submission of the last report in August 2017 has been that of well-
organized and sustained efforts by all the member states of UN-GGIM: Arab States to further
the agenda of improved management of regional geospatial information. The four working
groups have been active working on their respective mandates in an extremely cooperative
manner. An Approval to start working in the Arabic Geodetic reference frame Project, first

version of the Arab Geo-Portal and Arabic Data Dictionary.
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Annex — 1: Meeting Notes of the 7" session of UN-GGIM Side meeting in New
York, August 2017 (Arabic)

Annex — 2: Meeting Notes of the Fifth UN-GGIM: Arab States Meeting in
Oman, February 2018 (Arabic)

Annex - 3: WG1 Working Plan

Annex — 4: WG2 Progress Report (Arabic)
Annex - 5: WG3 Progress Report (Arabic)
Annex — 6: WG4 Progress Report (Arabic)
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Annex — 1: Meeting Notes of the 7™ session of UN-GGIM Side meeting in New
York, August 2017 (Arabic)
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UN-GGIM: Arab States

United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management for Arab States

Annex — 2: Meeting Notes of the Fifth UN-GGIM: Arab States Meeting in
Oman, February 2018 (Arabic)

UN-GGIM: Arab States Report Page-1 8" UN-GGIM Session, August-2018
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WORKING GROUP 1
»|nstitutional Arrangements,
Legal and Policy Issues,
Awareness and Capacity
Building« - action plan

Working group 1 for Institutional Arrangements, Legal and Policy Issues, Awareness
and Capacity Building will create cooperational structure for public, private and
academia for work together on legal, organisational, data and services level — for
sustainable geospatial data management.



Introduction

This action plan is a detailed plan outlining actions needed to reach one or more goals
defined within WG1 work program.

Producing an action plan is beneficial not only for individual stakeholders within UB
GGUN Arab States, but also for entire region. For example, it allows project
managers to monitor their progress and take each task step-by-step, therefore
allowing them to handle the efficiently.

The advantage of doing this is, it allows you to execute a structured plan for the end
goal you intend to achieve.

Firstly in this action plan is outline what UN GGIM Arab Sates want to achieve at the
area of institutional Arrangements and Legal and Policy Issues. After this the specific
roles are allocated ensuring sufficient amount of Awareness and Capacity building
resources.

The next stage allows members to analyse the progress by outlining milestones,
solving any issues and making any necessary changes.

There is a draft action plan prepared based on WG1 work program with activities
which could be performed in year 2018


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goal

Objective 1. Institutional Arrangements

organisations

Identification of data providers Fill in questionaries’ where each country | All members February / Collect data from
fill in spread sheet with data about March 2018 | WG2
datasets and data providers See appendix 2
Identification of other stakeholders of | Fill in questionaries’ where each country | All members February / See appendix 2
SDI describes data about SDI stakeholders. March 2018
The same data are used also for prepare
country report
Country reports Fill in questionaries’ and prepare country | NCP .... 2018 See appendix 2
reports from responses
Establishing data catalogue and Develop a SW for catalogue or use some | Secretariat April 2019 ? maybe together
Repository of existing SW and fill in all collected data with WG2
from guestioner and country reports
Objective 2. Legal and Policy Issues
Identification of current data policy in | Fill in questionaries’ All members February / See appendix 2
the region March 2018
Objective 3. Awareness Raising and Capacity Building
Training courses on regional SDI, Prepare a draft of training programs, Secretariat April / June
portal/platform and application based on user needs expressed in 2018
questionaries’
Workshops, seminars co-organized Prepared a first draft of proposed WS Secretariat September
with other International organizations | and seminars organised by international 2018

Promote Network of academic

Establishing network of academia
stakeholders

With NCP
coordination

October 2018

Objective 4. Communications

in international forums

up an draft list of events

Create external technical presentation | Fill in template from UN GGIM All members September
to be used in multiple settings 2018
Coordinate development of Update UN GGIM AS web page with Secretariat May 2018
information and key messages communication channels
Maintain the Calendar of Events Prepare draft of calendar and ask NCP Secretariat May 2018
for updated
Identify and coordinate representation | Collect data from questionaries’ and set | Secretariat May 2018 See appendix 2







APPENDIX 1

COUNTRY

National Report

NCP

Algeria

Bahrain (http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Bahrain-2011-

country-report.pdf)

2011, 2012, 2013

Comores

Djibouti

Egypt (http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Egypt-2016-
country-report.pdf)

2017, 2011

Irag

Jordan

Kuwait

Lebanon

Libya

Mauritania

Morocco

Oman

State of Palestine (http://ggim.un.org/country-
reports/documents/Palestine-2011-country-report.pdf)

2011

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

Somalia

Sudan (http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Sudan-2015-
country-report.pdf)

2015

Syrian Arab Republic

Tunisia

United Arab Emirates

Yemen



http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Bahrain-2011-country-report.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Bahrain-2011-country-report.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Egypt-2016-country-report.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Egypt-2016-country-report.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Palestine-2011-country-report.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Palestine-2011-country-report.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Sudan-2015-country-report.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/country-reports/documents/Sudan-2015-country-report.pdf

APPENDIX 2

Template of questionnaire’s and spread sheet:

UN-GGIM MEMBER STATE - PROFILE (COUNTRY NAME):
Region: Arab States:

UN-GGIM Regional Body e.g. (UN-GGIM Arab states):
Participation Active or Not active Mapping/UN GGIM Organisation:
Address:

Contact Name:

Position:

E-mail:

Telephone:

Date:

INSTITUTIONAL ARANGEMENTS:
NSDI stakeholders:
Define the stakeholders and describe

- which are the sectors of stakeholders that, according to your evidence, are still
missing to contribute to the implementation of NSDI;

- the involvement of national representatives and other relevant stakeholders
related to environmental activities (monitoring, reporting, assessments);

- the involvement of the private sector in the implementation of the NSDI in your
country (e.g. as data producers, service providers, coordinating bodies,
users).

INSTITUTION Address Contact e-mail Telephone
person

Coordination bodies:




Pleas identify if there exist an national coordination body or organisation and
describe;

- the role and responsibilities of the coordinating body

- its organisational chart

- links with national representatives related to environmental activities such
as reporting, assessments etc. e

- activities undertaken to ensure cross-border co-ordination activities

- relations to international organisations or bodies using, managing or
producing spatial data e

- how the local administration is involved

DATA AND STANDARDS

Pleas identify spatial data sets and services with relation to spatial objects or
location in your country

DATSET / SPATIAL DATA Data provider Availability  (web link)
SERVICE

DATA POLICY

Pleas describe also the main types of the sharing arrangements between the

public authorities: framework agreements, contracts, licence agreements (e.g.
Creative Commons, government licence, open data licence, etc.) and provide
some examples.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND STRATEGICAL DOCUMENT

Pleas collect the names of existing laws and strategical document regarding
NSDI in your country.

PROJECTS and USE CASESS

Pleas identify any relevant projects or use casess with relation of data sharing
and disemination between stakeholders in your country

PROJECT / USE CASE Leading institution and web link
short description of project




OTHER COMENTS
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