
Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Greg Scott 
Global Geospatial Information Management 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

United Nations, New York 

UN-GGIM: Academic Network Forum 

The Sustainable Development Goals 

Major drivers, opportunities and challenges: 

A global UN-GGIM perspective 



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Digital 

Rich 

Implementing Nationally 

Integrated 

Information Systems 

Digital 

Poor 

Global 

Data 

Ecosystem 

Standards, 

Governance, 

Policy 

Digital 

Technologies  & 

 Transformation 

Smart 

Cities 

Digital 

Evolution 

Land Admin. 
& 

Management 
Citizens 

Land 

Tenure 



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Cities of the Future… 

Since 2007 more than half the world’s population live in cities, where 80% of global 

GDP is now generated. By 2050, 2 out of 3 people will live in cities, with 90% of that 

growth in Asia and Africa. 
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Cities of the future will be integrative data ecosystems 

generating and consuming massive amounts of data 

related to people, their place, and their environment 
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The 2030 Agenda: What do we hope to achieve? 
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The 2030 Agenda: Goals, Targets, Indicators 

17 
SDGs 

169 Targets 

232 global indicators 
to follow-up and review 

progress 

Implementation via national 
planning processes, policies, 
strategies and frameworks 

Measuring and monitoring: Statistics, 
geospatial information, Earth 

observations and other Big Data 
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Improving data quality and availability 
 

143. Data of good quality are vital in order to make informed decisions 

and to ensure accountability for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

Tracking progress on the SDGs requires the collection, processing, 

analysis and dissemination of an unprecedented amount of data and 

statistics at the subnational, national, regional and global levels, 

including those derived from official statistical systems and from new 

and innovative data sources. 
 

147. New data sources and technologies for data collection will need to 

be explored, including through partnerships with civil society, the 

private sector and academia. The integration of geospatial information 

and statistical data will also be essential for the production of a number 

of indicators. 
 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2016 
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“Implementation has begun, but the clock is 

ticking. This report shows that the rate of progress 

in many areas is far slower than needed to meet 

the targets by 2030” 

 

“This report provides a snapshot of our efforts to 

date. It stresses that high-level political leadership 

and new partnerships will be essential for 

sustaining momentum. It also underscores the need 

for reliable, timely, accessible and disaggregated 

data to measure progress, inform decision-making 

and ensure that everyone is counted” 
 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017 

António Guterres 

Secretary-General, United Nations 
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The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017 



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Addressing the data needs for the 2030 Agenda 



Strengthening global geospatial 
information management 

Contribution of regional committees, 
thematic groups and networks 

Legal and policy frameworks and issues 
related to authoritative data 

Trends in national institutional 
arrangements 

Adoption of standards and technical 
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United Nations activities in geospatial 
information management 

Secretariat programme management 

Frameworks, guides, 

norms, standards and 

methodological 

development 

Global geodetic reference frame 

Global fundamental geospatial         
data themes 
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for disasters 

Land administration and management 

Geospatial information for sustainable 
development 

National geospatial data and 
information systems 

Marine geospatial information 

Normative strengthening, 

capacity building and 

implementation of GGIM 

in support of the 2030 Agenda 

UN-GGIM: 
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the Global Data 
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The activities and efforts 
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unique local-to-global 

value of UN-GGIM 

for Member States 
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Strengthening the Global Data Ecosystem 
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY FRAMEWORK 

How do we bridge 
the Digital Divide? 

How does Digital Transformation to achieve Sustainable Development? enable the ‘data ecosystem’ 


