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WELCOME 

  The UN-GGIM Secretariat welcomes you to New York, the 
United Nations and the Seventh Session of the United 
Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management (UN-GGIM). 

 
 This presentation aims to introduce delegates and observers 

who are attending the annual session of the Committee of 
Experts for the first time, to the formal procedures of a 
United Nations inter-governmental meeting. 
 

 We hope that this presentation will assist first-time delegates 
and observers to have a productive and rewarding week at 
the United Nations headquarters. 
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UN-GGIM: An Inter-Governmental Body 
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United Nations Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) 

 
A formal inter-governmental UN Committee of Experts to: 

• Discuss, enhance and coordinate Global Geospatial 
Information Management activities by involving Member 
States at the highest level; 

• Work with Governments to make joint decisions and set 
directions on the use of geospatial information within 
national and global policy frameworks; 

• Address global issues and contribute collective knowledge as 
a community with shared interests and concerns; 

• Develop effective strategies to raise geospatial awareness and 
usefulness; to develop capacity particularly in developing 
countries; 

• To make timely, reliable and authoritative geospatial 
information consistently and readily available to support 
national, regional and global development. 
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Strengthening global geospatial 
information management 

Contribution of regional committees, 
thematic groups and networks 

Legal and policy frameworks and 
issues related to authoritative data 

Trends in national institutional 
arrangements 

Adoption of standards and technical 
specifications 

Strengthening collaboration with 
UNGEGN 

United Nations activities in geospatial 
information management 

Secretariat programme management 

Frameworks, guides, 

norms, standards and 

methodological 

development 

Global geodetic reference frame 

Global fundamental geospatial         
data themes 

Integration of geospatial, statistical 
and other information 

Geospatial information and services                
for disasters 

Land administration and 
management 

Geospatial information for 
sustainable development 

National geospatial data and 
information systems 

Marine geospatial information 

Normative strengthening, 

capacity building and 

implementation of GGIM 

in support of the 2030 Agenda 

UN-GGIM: 

Strengthening 

the Global Data 

Ecosystem 

The activities and efforts 

that contribute to the 

unique local-to-global 

value of UN-GGIM 

for Member States 
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UN-GGIM: Objectives 
A formal United Nations inter-governmental body : 
 Reports directly to ECOSOC 
 Discuss, enhance and coordinate geospatial 

information management activities by involving 
Member States at the highest level.  

 Make joint decisions and set directions on the 
use of geospatial information 

 Work with Governments to improve policy, 
institutional arrangements, and legal 
frameworks 

 Address global issues and contribute collective 
knowledge as a community with shared 
interests and concerns 

 Develop effective strategies to develop 
geospatial capacity particularly in developing 
countries 
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• Significant gap in the recognition and management of 
geospatial information globally 

• Lack of a global consultative and decision-making 
mechanism among Member States in: 
• setting global norms on geospatial information; 
• developing common tools; and 
• bringing geospatial information to bear on global 

policy issues 
• This gap is increasingly being filled by the private sector, 

reducing the role and influence of Governments 
• Governments, not the private sector, have the mandate 

and accountability to maintain and deliver the national 
geospatial information base and related policy 

 

UN-GGIM: Why a global mechanism? 
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UN-GGIM Bureau: 

Co-Chairs: Mexico, China and USA 

Rapporteur: Burkina Faso  

UN-GGIM Regional Committees & Chairs: 

• Asia-Pacific: Japan 

• Americas: Mexico 

• Europe: Sweden 

• Africa: Ethiopia 

• Arab States: Saudi Arabia  

UN-GGIM International Networks: 

• Geospatial Societies, Academic Network, Private Sector Network  

 

 

United Nations Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) 
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The UN-GGIM Bureau 

The UN Committee of Experts elects 
three co-Chairs and a Rapporteur at 
the commencement of each session, 
from among its Member State 
delegations. 
 
Responsibilities: 
1. Directing and controlling 

discussions at all plenary 
meetings and session of the 
Committee  

2. Directing and monitoring the 
work of the Committee during 
intercessional periods 

 
 

Co-Chair 
Li Pengde 
China 
 
 
Co-Chair 
Rolando Ocampo 
Mexico 
 
 
Co-Chair 
Tim Trainor 
United States of America 
 
 
Rapporteur 
Aboulaye Belem 
Burkina Faso 
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• Asia and the Pacific 

Website: http://www.un-ggim-ap.org/ 

• Americas 

Website: http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/ 

• Europe 

Website: http://un-ggim-europe.org/ 

• Africa 

Website: http://www.uneca.org/un-ggim-africa 

• Arab States  

Website: http://www.un-ggim-as.org/  

 

 

 

UN-GGIM Regional Committees 
http://ggim.un.org/Regional%20Entities.html  
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UN-GGIM International Networks 
UN-GGIM Academic Network (AN) 
• a coalition of recognized universities and research and education centers with the 

primary objective to support the UN-GGIM by facilitating access globally to research 
and education capabilities in order to identify and respond to challenges and 
opportunities for UN-GGIM and related UN offices. 

• Website : http://unggim.academicnetwork.org/  

 
UN-GGIM: Geospatial Societies (GS) 
• a coalition of recognized international organizations involved in the coordination, 

development, management, standardization or regulation of geospatial information 
and related matters.  

• Website: https://www.fig.net/jbgis/   

 

UN-GGIM Private Sector Network (PSN) 
• facilitate a direct connection and communication for the private sector to work with 

Member States towards achieving success in global geospatial initiatives. 
• Website: http://unggim-psn.org/index.html  

http://unggim.academicnetwork.org/
https://www.fig.net/jbgis/
http://unggim-psn.org/index.html
http://unggim-psn.org/index.html
http://unggim-psn.org/index.html
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Expert and Working Groups 
Expert Groups 
 Expert Group on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information 
 Expert Group on Land Administration and Management 
 

Working Groups 
 Working Group on Global Geodetic Reference Frame 
 Working Group on Development of a Statement of Shared Principles for 

the Management of Geospatial Information 
 Working Group on Trends in National Institutional Arrangements in 

Geospatial Information Management 
 Working Group on Geospatial Information and Services for Disasters 

(WG-Disasters) 
 Working Group on Global Fundamental Data Themes 

 
 IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information  
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Collaboration & Partnerships 

UN-GGIM 
AMERICAS 

UN-GGIM 
AFRICA 

UN-GGIM 
ASIA & THE  

PACIFIC 

UN-GGIM 
EUROPE 

UN-GGIM ARAB 
STATES 
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UN-GGIM- 

Asia-Pacifi 

(2012) 

WG 3 
Regional SDI 

WG 1 

Geodetic Reference 

Frame for SD 

WG 2 
Disaster Risk 
Management          

Japan (Chair) 

Mongolia 

Rep. of Korea 

WG1 
Institutional 
Arrangements, Legal and 
Policy Issues; Awareness 
and Capacity Building  

Saudi Arabia (Chair) 

Algeria 

Jordan  

WG 2 
Fundamental Datasets  

WG 1 

African Geodetic 
Reference Frame 

Ethiopia (Chair) 
South Africa 
Burkina Faso 

 WG 1  

 Core Data 

Sweden (Chair) 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Mexico (Chair) 

Chile 

Mexico 

16 

Regional 
Committees 

Bureau 

Working 
Groups WG 3 

Institutional 
Arrangements and 
Legal Frameworks  

WG 4 
Capacity and 
Capability 
Development  

 WG 2 

Fundamental Data and 

Geo-Standards  

   WG 3  

Geodetic Reference 

Frame  

WG 4 

Integration of Geospatial 

& Statistical Information  

WG1 
Integration of Statistical 
and Geospatial 
Information 

 WG 2 
Access & Use of GI in 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Climate Change 

   WG 3  
Promotion and 
Assessment of SDI 

WG 4 

Standards and Technical 

Specifications 

WG 2  

Data Integration 

UN-GGIM: 

Africa 

(2015) 

UN-GGIM: 

Arab States 

(2014) 

UN-GGIM: 

Americas 

(2013) 

UN-GGIM: 

Europe 

(2014) 

WG 5 

Regional Coordination 

and Cooperation 

WG 4 
Cadastre and Land 
Management 

UN-GGIM Regional architecture and activities 
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United Nations Statistics Division/DESA 
1. Provides Secretariat support to Statistical Commission, UN-GGIM, UNGEGN 
2. Coordinates statistical, global geospatial information management and geographical place names 

activities in the inter-governmental context 
3. Promotes official statistics, authoritative geospatial information and toponymic practices 
4. Harmonizes statistical, geospatial and geographical place names standards 
5. Undertakes statistical, geospatial information management and toponymic capacity development 

programmes 

 

United Nations Geospatial Information (Cartographic) Section/DFS: 
1. Provides geographic information support to the full range of United Nations operations. This 

includes providing accurate and timely geographic information in support of the decision-making 
and operational needs of the Security Council, the UN Secretariat and UN Peace Operations 

2. Provides Secretariat support to UN-GGIM 

3. Provides technical assistance related to international boundary delimitation and demarcation 
brought to the attention of the Secretary-General by the Security Council and Member States in the 
context of peace building and conflict prevention activities 

 

UN-GGIM Secretariat 
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2016 Strategic Framework 
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2016 Strategic Framework 
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1. A global geodetic reference framework, 
2. Adoption and implementation of standards  
3. Determining global fundamental data sets 
4. Geospatial information supporting  Sustainable 

Development 
5. Identification of trends in national institutional 

arrangements in geospatial information management 
6. Integrating geospatial, statistics and other data 
7. Legal and policy frameworks 
8. Land Administration and Management  
9. Disaster risk reduction and resiliency 
10. Marine geospatial information 

UN-GGIM: Major work items 
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Related Bodies  
  

• United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical 
Names(UNGEGN)  
– provides technical recommendations on standardizing geographical 

names at the national and international levels,  

– United Nations Statistics Division provides secretariat support. 

 

• 11th United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical 
Names and the 30th Session of the United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names will take place from 8 - 17 August 2017, New York 
– https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/default.html  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/default.html
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YOUR role BEFORE the 7th Session 

Participants are encouraged to: 
 Identify and know the responsible officer(s) in Capital - 

Foreign Affairs and at your Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations in New York 

 Logistical arrangements:-  
 Travel and accommodation 
 Securing and submitting accreditation for participation 

 Make arrangements to process for your UN grounds pass  
 Monitor the UN-GGIM website for updates and reports 
 Read the technical reports and background documents, 

discuss and decide on national positions and prepare 
statements. 
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Website: ggim.un.org 
Twitter:  @UNGGIM 
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The New York Resource Guide 

The information helps to prepare you for 
your trip to and during your stay in New York. 
It covers:  
1. Meeting arrangements 
2. Identification Badges and Grounds Passes 
3. Secretariat Contact Information 
4. Working Languages of the meeting 
5. General Information 

 Immigration requirements 
 Money 
 Hotels – Address and Telephone Numbers 
 Guide to Neighborhood Restaurants 
 Airports 
 Transportation – Airport and local 
 Postal Services 
 Time and Weather 

 

 

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/Note-NY-ResourceGuide_GGIM7.pdf  

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/Note-NY-ResourceGuide_GGIM7.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/Note-NY-ResourceGuide_GGIM7.pdf
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http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/Note-NY-ResourceGuide_GGIM7.pdf
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Table of Side Events 
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/GGIM7_sidevents.html  

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/GGIM7_sidevents.html
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Side events 
• It is important that you refer to the Table of Side Events for schedules and 

updated information of formal and informal events during the week of the 
seventh session 
 

• Identify the events you wish to attend and note the times and venues.  Any 
changes will be reflected on the web-site 
 

• Regional committee meetings, experts and working group meetings, 
international networks meetings may be closed to observers (unless invited to 
attend) 
 

• Interpretation is not provided for the side events or meetings 
 

• The Schedule is available at: 
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/GGIM7_sidevents.html  

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/GGIM7_sidevents.html
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Rules of Procedure 

 
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules%20of%20procedure.pdf 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND COMPOSITION 
– Rules 2, 3 

 
OFFICERS 

– Rules 7, 9 

– Rule 8 

VOTING 

– Rule 13 

– Rules 25, 26, 28 

– Rule 32 

– Rule 34 

 

The policies and regulations 
governing the meetings of the 
Committee of Experts are laid 
out in the  Rules of Procedure.  
They constitute a set of 
procedures and conducts that 
ensure the proper functioning 
of meetings. All participants 
are obliged to respect these 
rules and follow the 
procedures. 

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules of procedure.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules of procedure.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules of procedure.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules of procedure.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules of procedure.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules of procedure.pdf
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The Committee of Experts shall comprise experts from all Members States in the interrelated fields of 
surveying, geography, cartography and mapping, remote sensing, land/sea and geographic information 
systems and environmental protection designated by Governments of States Members. 
 
A “Member” of the Committee means an expert participating in a session of the Committee of Experts who 
is head of delegation of a UN Member State 
 
No member may address the Session without having previously obtained the permission of the person 
presiding over the Session. The person presiding over the Session shall recognize and call upon members in 
the order in which they signify their desire to speak.  
 
Representatives of the specialized agencies invited to the Session may participate, without the right to vote, 
in the deliberations of the Session, on the invitation of the person presiding over the Session, as the case 
may be, on questions within the scope of their activities. 
 
Non-governmental organizations granted consultative status with ECOSOC as well as those non-
governmental organizations accredited to participate in the Session may designate representatives to sit as 
observers at public meetings of the Session, may participate in the activities of the Session only when so 
invited by the Committee.  

 

Rules of Procedure 
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-2-Rules%20of%20procedure.pdf 
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Meeting Document Symbols 

Symbol 

e.g. E/C.20/2017/1 

E/C.20/2017/1 

 

E ECOSOC 

/C.20 Committee Number, assigned to 

 UN-GGIM 

/2017 Current year 

/1 Document number 

Note: 
An informal paper or document does not carry a symbol. 
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Essential GGIM7 documents 

Summaries 
A brief summary for each 
Agenda Item. Organization of work 

Detailed listing of Agenda 
Items that will be 
chronologically brought 
before the Committee of 
Experts for considerations 

Provisional Agenda 
List of all items to be 
considered during the 
session with Agenda Item 
numbering 

Symbol 

e.g. 

E/C.20/2017/xx 
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Reports and Background Documents 
Reports and Background Documents are prepared by the expert groups, working 
groups or secretariat as appropriate.  They are available under the heading 
MEETING DOCUMENTS at http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html.  Each 
document as listed, has a document number/symbol, a title and a summary.  All 
Summaries for are available in all six official UN languages.  Reports and 
background documents are only available in its original language, usually English. 

Participants are 
encouraged to read all 
documents and note the 

Points for Discussion 
found in the last section of 
the reports. 

http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
http://ggim.un.org/ggim_committee.html
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YOUR role DURING the 7th Session 

Participants are encouraged to: 
 Contact your Permanent Mission in New York 
 Become acquainted with the UN-GGIM work items   
 Actively contribute to the session thru statements and 

interventions  
 Share your experiences, ideas and solutions 
 Be short and concise in your interventions 
 Identify expert and working groups in which to participate 

 Tweet at @UNGGIM #UNGGIM #GGIM7 

Why it is important to actively participate: 
 An ideal forum for networking 
 Recharge technically and reconnect with experts 
 Let your country's achievements and requirements be known 

 Contribute to advancing the GGIM global agenda 
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YOUR role BETWEEN 
 the 7th Session and 8th Session 

Participants are encouraged to: 
 Contribute to advancing the UN-GGIM regional and national 

agenda 
 Communicate nationally the decisions from the UN-GGIM Session 
 Advocate and implement nationally the policies and decisions  
 Actively engage with your Regional Committee:- activities and their 

working groups 

 Participate in UN-GGIM meetings, forums and other activities 
 Contribute your documents, national experiences etc. to the UN-

GGIM Knowledge base maintained by the Secretariat 
http://ggim.un.org/knowledgebase/Knowledgebase.aspx  

 Monitor the GGIM website for latest geospatial activities: 
http://ggim.un.org/default.html  

 Tweet at @UNGGIM #UNGGIM #GGIM7 

 
 

 

http://ggim.un.org/knowledgebase/Knowledgebase.aspx
http://ggim.un.org/default.html
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7th Session of UN-GGIM 

Organization of Work 

  Dates and Times of the meetings of the Committee of Experts 

 Wednesday 2 August: 10:30 - 13:00 
    15:00 – 18:00  

 Thursday 3 August:  10:00 - 13:00 
    15:00 – 18:00 

 Friday 4 August:  10:00 - 13:00 
    15:00 – 18:00 

 Organization of the work of the sessions: 

 20 Agenda items: 

 1 administrative item,  
 17 items for consideration,   
 2 items for information 

 Interpretation 
 Simultaneous interpretation in all 6 official United Nations languages (formal 

meetings of the 7th Session only) 

 Live Streaming 
 All formal meetings streamed live via United Nations WebTV 
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7th Session of United Nations Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management 

 
WELCOME RECEPTION 

 
Wednesday 2nd August 2017 

Venue: 
General Assembly Visitor’s Lobby 

Time: 
18:30 

 
S e e  y o u  t h e r e !  
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UN-GGIM Secretariat 
United Nations 

New York 


