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WELCOME to the Fifteenth Session

▪ The Bureau welcomes you to New York, to the United Nations and to the Fifteenth 
session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management (UN-GGIM).

▪ This presentation aims to introduce participants who are attending the annual 
sessions of the Committee of Experts for the first time, to the formalities of a United 
Nations inter-governmental session.

▪ The presentation seek to assist delegates new to the work of the session of the 
Committee of Experts towards a productive and rewarding week at the United Nations 
Headquarters.



What is important to know

UN-GGIM

• Objectives 

• Architecture

• Functional groups

• Rules of 
procedures

• The Bureau

Documents

• UN document symbols
• Agenda & organizational

• Substantive document 
for each item

• Points for discussion for 
each item

• Decisions

Your role

• Interventions: ‘how 
to’?

• Report and 
decisions

Media and 
logistics
 

• Broadcast & social 
media

• Organization of 
work



• UN-GGIM Secretariat

• Principal organ to 
coordinate economic, 
social, and related work of 
the United Nations

• The Committee of Experts 
reports to ECOSOC

United Nations Six main organs  
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Discusses and coordinates geospatial information management activities by involving 
Member States at the highest level

Reports directly to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

Makes joint decisions and sets directions on the use of geospatial information within 
national, regional and global policy frameworks

Contribute collective knowledge as a community with shared interests and concerns, 
address global issues and challenges

Develops effective strategies to strengthen and enhance nationally integrated geospatial 
capacity and leadership particularly in developing countries

UN-GGIM Objectives  
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Rule 7, The Committee shall elect three Co-Chairs and a Rapporteur during each session from 
among its members, with due regard for the equitable geographical rotation of the officers 
from among the regional groups. The Co-Chairs and the Rapporteur shall constitute the Bureau 
of the Committee. The Bureau shall take on tasks designated by the Committee.

Ingrid Vanden Berghe
Co-Chair
Belgium

Fernand Bale
Co-Chair

Côte d’Ivoire

Deirdre Dalpiaz Bishop
Co-Chair

USA

Meizyanne Hicks
Rapporteur

Fiji

B U R E A U

UN-GGIM Bureau  
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UN-GGIM Functional groups

Global 
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and 
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https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-
committee/15th-Session/documents/ 

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/documents/
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/documents/


Rules of procedures (E_C20_2024_4_e) available in all six official 
languages of the United Nations is the first recommended reading.

A few rules to note –

Rule 1, “Member” means an expert participating in a session of the 
Committee who is the head of delegation of a State Member of the United 
Nations
Rule 2, The Committee of Experts shall comprise experts from all 
Members States with specific knowledge of geospatial information 
management and its many interrelated fields of geospatial sciences, 
geomatics, surveying, geography, land administration, geodesy, 
cartography and mapping, remote sensing, hydrography and 
oceanography, land/sea and geographic information systems and 
environmental sciences. The  experts shall be designated by the 
Governments of Member States.

UN-GGIM: Rules of procedures

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/14th-Session/documents/E_C20_2024_4_e.pdf


Symbol
e.g. E/C.20/2025/1

E/C.20/2025/1
E ECOSOC
/C.20 Committee Number, assigned to 
 UN-GGIM
/2025 Year report is to be tabled to ECOSOC
/1 Document number

Note: An informal paper or document does not have a symbol.

There are additional symbols such as 
L Limited distribution (draft documents)
INF Information Series (e.g. list of participants)
RS Resolution
CRP Conference Room Paper

Documents: United Nations document symbols



Organization of work
Day/Time of 

each agenda item discussed 
by the Committee

Documents: Agenda and organizational

link

link

Provisional Agenda
List of all agenda items to be 
considered during the session

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/documents/E_C20_2025_1_e.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/documents/E_C20_2025_3_e.pdf


Summary
A brief summary of the 
agenda item available in 
the six official UN 
languages

Documents: Substantive document for each item

Each agenda item of the 
proceedings include a 
summary and a report

Report
A complete report of the 

agenda item prepared by the 
expert groups, working groups 

or secretariat as appropriate



Points for Discussion 
found in the last section of 
the reports, participants are 
encouraged to read all 
documents and note the
points for interventions

Documents: Points for discussions for each item

MEETING DOCUMENTS & REPORTS are 
available at:
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-
committee/15th-Session/documents/  



▪ Dates and Times of the meetings

• Wednesday 6 August: 10:30 – 13:00 (meeting 1)
    15:00 – 18:00 (meeting 2)

• Thursday 7 August:                 10:00 – 13:00 (meeting 3)
    15:00 – 18:00 (meeting 4)

• Friday 8 August:  10:00 – 13:00 (meeting 5)
    15:00 – 18:00 (meeting 6)

Media and logistics: Organization of Work

• The Fifteenth session has six 
meetings

• Two meetings each day

NOTE

▪ Check the estimated time of each item as:

Organization of work
Day/Time of  each agenda

link

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/documents/E_C20_2025_3_e.pdf


Delegates are 
encouraged to 

review the draft 
decisions and 

provide appropriate 
interventions 

• At the end of each agenda item, the 
Secretariat summarizes the main 
discussion points which become 
part of the draft decisions. 

• On Friday 8 August, the draft
decisions will be circulated for
delegates to review and make
interventions.

YOUR Role: Interventions



Online side events on 
‘the road to the fifteenth 
session of UN-GGIM’
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-
committee/15th-
Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml


Fifteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management – Side events (4 August 2025)



Fifteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management – Side events (5 August 2025)



Website: ggim.un.org  Twitter:  @GGIM15  #GGIM15

• All 6 meetings of the session will 
be broadcasted live on UN Live 
United Nations Web TV

• Interpretation available in all 6 UN 
languages.

• Recordings will be posted on the 
UN-GGIM Session webpages, after 
the session

Media and logistics: Broadcast and social media

http://webtv.un.org/
http://webtv.un.org/


Formal report 
is usually issued in  
September after the session 
with agreed and reviewed 
decisions, and provisional 
agenda for the next year

YOUR Role: Report and decisions

E/2025/46-E/C.20/2024/19 - Report of the Session



United Nations | Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
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