
1 
 

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management  

Fifteenth session New York, 6 - 8 August 2025 

Item 20 of the agenda 

________________________________ 

Report of the Committee of Experts on its fifteenth session 

Informal paper containing draft decisions (Part II) 8 August 2025 

 

 

15/101 Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements 
 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/102 Contribution of regional committees to the global geospatial information agenda 
 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/103 Contribution of thematic networks to the global geospatial information agenda 
 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/104 Future geospatial information ecosystem 
 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/105 United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework 
 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/106 Global geodetic reference frame 
 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/107 Geospatial information for sustainable development 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/108 Geospatial information for climate, environment and resilience 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/109 Integration of geospatial, statistical and other related information 

The Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management:  

(a) Welcomed the report and progress of the Expert Group on the Integration of Statistical 

and Geospatial Information (see E/C.20/2025/12), encouraged Member States to 

continue their efforts to implement and operationalize the Global Statistical Geospatial 

Framework, and commended the Expert Group on its approach and contributions to 

the work programme of the Statistical Commission, including its efforts to include the 

Global Statistical Geospatial Framework and geostatistical techniques in the fourth 

revision of the ‘Principles for Population and Housing Census’ document;  

(b) Endorsed the second edition of the Global Statistical Geospatial Framework, 

recognizing its alignment with the United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information 

Framework and called upon Member States to support its translation into the six 

official languages of the United Nations and to mobilize resources to support its 

implementation, particularly in developing countries.  

(c) Welcomed the paper ‘The Benefits of the Integrated Geospatial Information 

Framework for the Statistical Domain’, invites Member States and regional bodies to 
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share national experiences of how elements of the UN-IGIF are used to support 

national and regional statistical systems and encourages their participation in future 

global consultation on this paper. 

(d) Supported the Expert Group’s Strategic Plan and Vision for 2030 and its Work Plan 

2025 2027, as a means of reinforcing the coordination of activities for operationalizing 

and implementing the GSGF and encourages relevant stakeholders to mobilize 

additional resources to accelerate the implementation of the Global Statistical 

Geospatial Framework. Furthermore, welcomed decision 2025/8 of the United Nations 

Group of Experts on Geographical Names on a universal unique identifier for cities, 

recognizing the importance of the integration of unique identifiers and cross-

referencing systems for standardization; 

(e) Encouraged national geospatial information agencies to collaborate with their national 

statistical offices as a means of enhancing the management of geospatially integrated 

statistical data towards building more coherent national data ecosystems, and urged  

the Expert Group to promote and raise-awareness of the Global Statistical Geospatial 

Framework to various statistical domains, including the environment, agriculture, 

social, and demographics. 

(f) Welcomed the many offers to support implementation of the Global Statistical 

Geospatial Framework and urged the continued development of guidance relating to 

the production and dissemination of geospatially integrated statistical data, and the 

disaggregation of statistics by geography, as a means of sustaining momentum to 

support the production of high quality, geospatially enabled statistics for the 2030 

Agenda and future global development frameworks.  

15/110 Integrated geospatial information for effective land administration and management 

The Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management:  

(a) Welcomed the report of the Expert Group on Land Administration and Management 

and its ongoing efforts to communicate and raise awareness of the importance and 

benefits of effective land administration at all levels and acknowledged the need to 

strengthen advocacy, awareness and provision of guidance for the implementation on 

the Framework for Effective Land Administration (FELA) alongside the United 

Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN IGIF), in accordance with 

national circumstances; 

(b) Noted the compilation report and future priorities identified by the Working Group 

including the integration of terrestrial, maritime, built and cadastral domains, aligned 

with the strategic framework 2025-2030, recognizing its value for addressing climate 

change, resilience, blue economy development, coastal management, protection of 

ecosystem, and the land–sea interface; and noted a second part of the Compilation 

Report is forthcoming. 

(c) Noted with appreciation the progress made by the Expert Group in implementing its 

workplan, including activities across its five defined focus areas, and the continued 

coordinated, inclusive, innovative, adaptable and cross-cutting approach for 

promoting efficient land administration; appreciated the preparation of the 

Compilation Report on Land–Sea Integration (Part I), developed through collaborative 

efforts, which synthesizes global good practices and lessons learned, and recognizing 

the importance of integrated domain management—aligned with the UN IGIF strategic 

pathways—for sustainability and resilience; and further noted that a second part of the 

report is forthcoming; 

(d) Noted the growing expectations for capacity development, knowledge sharing, 

application of innovative technologies and standards for the integration of terrestrial, 
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maritime, built and cadastral domains, addressing the land-sea interface; and 

welcomed the Expert Group to further explore the proposed hybrid global hub on 

effective land administration including its related governance and modalities and 

report back to the sixteenth session; 

(e) Commended the Expert Group’s growing engagement with regional committees, 

thematic networks, and other international partners, including its considerations on 

further collaboration — particularly with Indigenous peoples and local communities 

— to strengthen awareness, capacity development, and implementation of Framework 

for Effective Land Administration; and 

(f) Acknowledged the leadership transition within the Expert Group, thanked Singapore 

for its contributions as outgoing Co-Chair, and welcomed the Netherlands as incoming 

Co-Chair. 

15/111 Integrated marine geospatial information 

The Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management:  

(a) Welcomed the report of the Working Group on Marine Geospatial Information and the 

continued leadership to provide practical guidance and raise awareness to Member 

States, to sustain the efforts to implement the UN-IGIF and UN-IGIF-Hydro in 

accordance with national circumstances 

(b) Established the UN-GGIM & IHO Joint Working Group on Marine Geospatial 

Information bringing together the UN-GGIM working group on marine geospatial 

information and the IHO’s marine spatial data infrastructure working group, noted its 

terms of reference and working modalities; and in this context noted further the 

consolidation will optimize resources and enhance global coordination  

(c) Noted the workplan, compilation report and future priorities identified by the Working 

Group including the integration of terrestrial, maritime, built and cadastral domains, 

recognizing its priority to address the land-sea interface and develop integrated 

national strategies addressing climate resilience, blue economy, coastal development, 

biodiversity, protection of ecosystem, disaster risk management; and noted a second 

part of the Compilation Report is forthcoming; 

(d) Emphasized the importance of capacity development and strengthened partnerships to 

support UN-IGIF-Hydro implementation through Member States, regional 

committees, UN entities, the IHO, and other organizations, and  

(e) Noted the need to address the operational requirements and share good practices of all 

Member States, in particular for developing and most vulnerable countries . 

15/112 Policy and legal frameworks, including issues related to authoritative data and 

emerging technologies 

The Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management:  

(a) Welcomed the report and background document of the working group on policy and 

legal frameworks for geospatial information management and expressed its 

appreciation for the progress addressing relevant and complex policy and legal issues 

related to authoritative data and emerging technologies;  

(b) Endorsed the paper “Authoritative Data for Crises” as an important reference 

document supporting Member States in leveraging authoritative geospatial data during 

crises and disasters, as a practical guidance in identifying governance gaps and 

ensuring transparency, accessibility, and accountability in high-stakes environments; 
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(c) Noted the updated paper “Data for Public Good in the Digital World”, which aligns 

with the objectives of the Pact for the Future and the Global Digital Compact, and 

provides considerations for formulating geospatial policies that serve society, protect 

rights, and enable innovation; 

(d) Endorsed the “Rallying Statement to the Geospatial Sector on the Development of a 

Legal and Regulatory Framework for AI,” and the “International Regulations on AI in 

Geospatial Applications”; 

(e) Noted the concept paper “Addressing the Implications of the Developing Legal and 

Regulatory Framework on AI for the Geospatial Sector,” and emphasized the 

importance to engage with regulators and stakeholders to ensure policies are targeted, 

effective, and proportionate for AI governance for the geospatial domain; and 

(f) Noted the Working Group’s Workplan for 2025–2027, which outlines new areas of 

focus; and welcomed the upcoming in-person meeting of the Working Group to be 

held in Riyadh, 7–9 October 2025, and encouraged active participation.  

15/113 Implementation and adoption of standards for the global geospatial information 

community 

[Provided under Part I]   

15/114 Standardization of geographical names and collaboration with the United Nations 

Group of Experts on Geographical Names 

The Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management:  

(a) Welcomed the report of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 

(UNGEGN) and the outcomes of its 2025 session, including its efforts to advance the 

standardization of geographical names and implement its 2021–2029 Strategic Plan 

and Programme of Work; 

(b) Acknowledged the progress of the collaborative project between the Committee and 

the Group of Experts, commended the leadership of Indonesia and the United States 

of America to develop “Good Practices of National Mapping Agencies and National 

Geographical Names Authorities”, and recognized the need continued efforts to 

enhance collaboration and coherence between National Geospatial Information 

Agencies and National Name Authorities; 

(c) Endorsed decision 2025/8 of the Group of Experts regarding the concept of the 

Universal Unique Identifier for Cities and encouraged national contributions to the 

World Geographical Names Database, recognizing these as critical elements for 

enhancing interoperability and the integration of geographical names at the global and 

local levels; 

(d) Noted the important role of geographical names in supporting sustainable development 

and inclusive, evidence-based decision-making; and in this context reiterated the 

importance of implementing the ‘geographical names’ data theme of the Global 

Fundamental Geospatial Data Theme to be in alignment with prevailing UNGEGN 

standards and guidelines, including those related to cultural heritage, indigenous and 

linguistic diversity; and 

(e) Encouraged the continued collaboration between the Committee of Experts and the 

Group of Experts, including with the geographical and linguistic divisions of the 

Group of Experts and working groups to support the standardization of geographical 

names. 
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15/115 Contribution of United Nations global geospatial centres (away from Headquarters) to 

enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements 
 

[Provided under Part I] 

15/116 Programme management report 

(a) Welcomed the oral report delivered by representatives of the Secretariat on the 

programme management of the Committee of Experts; 

(b) Welcomed the presentation by the General Authority for Survey and Geospatial 

Information of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on their plans and preparation for the 

third congress in 16 – 19 November 2026 at the Hilton Riyadh and further welcomed 

the early and well-considered preparatory efforts undertaken for the congress and 

appreciated the thoughtful approach in laying a strong foundation for its successful 

organization.  


