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WELCOME to the Fourteenth Session

▪ The Bureau welcomes you to New York, to the United Nations and to the 
Fourteenth session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM).

▪ This presentation aims to introduce participants who are attending the annual 
sessions of the Committee of Experts for the first time, to the formalities of a 
United Nations inter-governmental session.

▪ The presentation seek to assist delegates new to the work of the session of the 
Committee of Experts towards a productive and rewarding week at the United 
Nations Headquarters.



What is important to know

UN-GGIM

• Objectives 

• Architecture

• Functional groups

• Rules of procedures

• The Bureau

• Organization of work

Documents

• UN document symbols
• Agenda & organizational

• Substantive document 
for each item

• Points for discussion for 
each item

• Decisions

Your role

• Statements and 
Interventions

• while in New York

• between sessions

• Report and decisions

Media and 
logistics

 

• Broadcast & social 
media

• Building layout

• Seating arrangements



•Secretariat for the 
Committee of Experts, 
Statistics Division, DESA

•Principal organ to 
coordinate economic, 
social, and related work of 
the United Nations

•The Committee of Experts 
reports to ECOSOC

6 main parts of the United Nations
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Discusses and coordinates geospatial information management activities by involving 
Member States at the highest level

Reports directly to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

Makes joint decisions and sets directions on the use of geospatial information within 
national, regional and global policy frameworks

Contribute collective knowledge as a community with shared interests and concerns, 
Address global issues and challenges

Develops effective strategies to strengthen and enhance nationally integrated 
geospatial capacity and leadership particularly in developing countries

Objectives of the Committee of Experts
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UN-GGIM: Architecture



High-level Group

• High-level Group of the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework

Subcommittee

• Subcommittee on Geodesy (formerly WG on Global Geodetic Reference Frame)

Expert Groups

• Expert Group on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information

• Expert Group on Land Administration and Management

Working Groups

• Working Group on Geospatial Information and Services for Disasters

• Working Group on Policy and Legal Frameworks for Geospatial Information Management

• Working Group on Marine Geospatial Information

Working Group of the IAEG-SDGs

• Working Group on Geospatial Information

Teams

• Task Team on Geospatial Information for Climate Resilience

• Writing Team on the Future Geospatial Information Ecosystem

Past Working Groups

• Working Group on Development of a Statement of Shared Principles for the Management of Geospatial Information

• Working Group on Trends in National Institutional Arrangements in Geospatial Information Management

• Working Group on Global Fundamental Geospatial Data Themes https://ggim.un.org/UNGGIM-functional-groups/

UN-GGIM: Functional groups

https://ggim.un.org/UNGGIM-functional-groups/


Rules of procedures (E_C20_2024_4_e) available in all six official 
languages of the United Nations is the first recommended 
reading.

A few rules to note –

Rule 1, “Member” means an expert participating in a session of the 
Committee who is the head of delegation of a State Member of the 
United Nations
Rule 2, The Committee of Experts shall comprise experts from all 
Members States with specific knowledge of geospatial information 
management and its many interrelated fields of geospatial sciences, 
geomatics, surveying, geography, land administration, geodesy, 
cartography and mapping, remote sensing, hydrography and 
oceanography, land/sea and geographic information systems and 
environmental sciences. The  experts shall be designated by the 
Governments of Member States.

UN-GGIM: Rules of procedures

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/14th-Session/documents/E_C20_2024_4_e.pdf


Rule 7, The Committee shall elect three Co-Chairs and a Rapporteur during each session 
from among its members, with due regard for the equitable geographical rotation of the 
officers from among the regional groups. The Co-Chairs and the Rapporteur shall constitute 
the Bureau of the Committee. The Bureau shall take on tasks designated by the Committee.

Ingrid Vanden Berghe
Co-Chair
Belgium

Fernand Bale
Co-Chair

Côte d’Ivoire

Paloma Merodio Gómez
Co-Chair
Mexico

Kamal Outghouliast
Rapporteur

Morocco

B U R E A U

The bureau of the Committee of Experts



▪ Dates and Times of the meetings

• Wednesday 7 August: 10:30 - 13:00 (meeting 1)
    15:00 – 18:00 (meeting 2)

• Thursday 8 August: 10:00 - 13:00 (meeting 3)
    15:00 – 18:00 (meeting 4)

• Friday 9 August:  10:00 - 13:00 (meeting 5)
    15:00 – 18:00 (meeting 6)

 Organization of work

• The Fourteenth session 
has six meetings

• Two meetings each day

NOTE

▪ Check the estimated time of each item as:

Organization of work
Day/Time of  each agenda

link

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/14th-Session/documents/E_C20_2024_3_e.pdf


Symbol

e.g. E/C.20/2024/1

E/C.20/2024/1
E ECOSOC

/C.20 Committee Number, assigned to 

 UN-GGIM

/2024 Year report is to be tabled to ECOSOC

/1 Document number

Note: An informal paper or document does not have a symbol.

There are additional symbols such as 

L Limited distribution (draft documents)

INF Information Series (e.g., list of participants)

RS Resolution

CRP Conference Room Paper

Documents: United Nations document symbols



Organization of work
Day/Time of 

each agenda item discussed 
by the Committee

Provisional Agenda
List of all agenda items to be 
considered during the session

Documents: Agenda and organizational

link

link

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/14th-Session/documents/E_C20_2024_1_e.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/14th-Session/documents/E_C20_2024_3_e.pdf


Summary
A brief summary of the 
agenda item available 
in the six official UN 
languages

Documents: Substantive document for each item

Each agenda item of the 
proceedings include a 
summary and a report

Report
A complete report of the agenda 

item prepared by the regional 
committees, functional groups 

or thematic networks, or the 
secretariat as appropriate



Points for Discussion 
found in the last section of 
the reports, participants are 
encouraged to read all 
documents and note the
points for interventions

Documents: Points for discussions for each item

MEETING DOCUMENTS & REPORTS 
are available at:
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-
committee/14th-Session/documents/  



Delegates are 
encouraged to 

review the draft 
decisions and agree,  
when appropriate, 
make appropriate 

interventions 

• At the end of each agenda item, 
the Secretariat summarizes the 
main discussion points which 
become part of the draft decisions. 

• On Friday 9 August, the draft
decisions will be circulated for
delegates to review and agree.

YOUR Role: Statements and interventions



YOUR Role: Statements or interventions ‘how to’?

Use the microphone 
Press microphone 
button on panel

Apply the KISS 
(Keep It Short and Simple) 
principle for interventions 

Address the Chair
by his/her correct title 

“Mister or Madam Chair”

After being offered the floor:  
“Thank you, Mr. or Ms. 

Chairperson, for the floor”  
“My delegation …”  

Address delegations as 
“Distinguished 

representative or delegate 
or expert of [country]”

Use correct forms of 
address to show respect 

and prevent 
misunderstanding 

1 2 3 4 5 6



Participants are encouraged to:

• Visit your Permanent Mission in New York

• Become acquainted with the agenda and organization of the work of the fourteenth session 

• Actively contribute to the work of the Committee by making statements and interventions 

• Where appropriate, share country-level experiences, offer solutions

• Be short and concise in your interventions

• Perhaps, identify expert and working groups in which to participate and contribute

• Contribute to the review of the draft decisions

Why it is important to actively participate:

• An ideal forum for networking, exchanging views and perspectives

• Recharge substantively, technically and reconnect with experts and peers

• Let your country's achievements and requirements be known

• Contribute to enhancing the global geospatial information management arrangements

YOUR Role: while in New York



YOUR Role: between sessions

• Communicate session decisions nationally

• Advocate and implement policies and programs aligned with the decisions of the Committee of Experts

• Engage actively with your regional committee and relevant/appropriate functional groups

Contribute to advancing global geospatial information management 
agenda nationally

Participate in UN-GGIM meetings and forums

Monitor the UN-GGIM website for updates

Tweet / LinkedIn at @GGIM14 #GGIM14 

http://ggim.un.org/default.html


Website: ggim.un.org  Twitter:  @GGIM14  #GGIM14

• All 6 meetings of the session will 
be broadcasted live on UN Live 
United Nations Web TV

• Interpretation available in all 6 UN 
languages.

• Recordings will be posted on the 
UN-GGIM Session webpages, 
after the session

Media and logistics: Broadcast and social media

http://webtv.un.org/
http://webtv.un.org/


Conference Room 4 
First Basement 

General Assembly Building

Media and logistics: Building layout



Gallery 
Observers

Entrance

Secretariat

Podium
Co-Chairs / Conference Secretary 

Member States are seated in 
the Main area by country name 
in alphabetical order

Observers – Entities invited to 
participate in the work of the 
Session (Inter-governmental 
organizations, UN system, non-
governmental organizations, 
professional organizations, 
academia and the private 
sector) are seated in the Gallery

If you do not find your country 
name plate, please ask a 
Conference officers or UN-
GGIM Secretariat staff  for 
clarification on seating 
arrangements.

Conference officers

Main area: 
Delegations of Member States

Media and logistics: Seating arrangements



https://ggim.un.org
contact point: Mr. CheeHai TEO; Ms. Vilma FRANI

E-mail addresses: teo@un.org, frani@un.org

Thank you for joining us for this side event

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/12th-session/
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