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1. Summary

This report summarizes the activities carried out by the Regional Committee of United
Nations Global Geospatial Information Management for Arab States (UN-GGIM: Arab
States), as well as other activities considered as being of interest to member States and
partners, since the last report presented to the eleventh Session of United Nations
Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM), held
virtually on 23, 24, and 27 August 2021.

2. Introduction

The members of UN-GGIM: Arab States are actively working together to develop this
regional body. They have obtained active support and patronage from their respective
governments and the main government bodies or associations responsible about
geospatial information in their respective countries. To this effect, there has been one
plenary meeting of the member states during this period. The four working groups (WGs)

have also continued their activities, the details of which are presented in Section-4.

3. Objectives

The UN-GGIM: Arab States plays its role as the formal Arab chapter of the UN-GGIM
initiative with the core objective of coordinating, facilitating and enhancing the regional
cooperation in the realm of geospatial information management as well as cooperating
with other regional and international entities for promoting best practices in geospatial

information management in the region.
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4. Activities

The following table for the activities of UN-GGIM: AS during the aforementioned period:

Activity Date Location

9th UN-GGIM: Arab States
29 March 2022 | Held virtually, Saudi Arabia
Plenary Meeting

UN-GGIM: Arab States
Various dates | Held virtually
Working Groups meetings

The following sub-sections describe the activities mentioned in the above table in more

detail.

4.1. UN-GGIM: Arab States 9*" Plenary Meeting

The ninth plenary meeting of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global
Geospatial Information Management for the Arab States (UN-GGIM: Arab States) was
held via video-conference on 29 March 2022. The General Authority for Survey and
Geospatial Information, on behalf of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, organized the
meeting in cooperation with the Secretariat of UN-GGIM: Arab States. The main aim
of the plenary meeting was to follow up the progress of the work of the Regional
Committee and its technical teams and discuss the Committee’s program for the next

phase.

The meeting was attended by fifty-nine (59) participants from thirteen (13) member
countries. Delegates from the following countries attended the plenary meeting: the
People's Democratic Republic of Algeria, the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Arab Republic
of Egypt, the Republic of Sudan, the State of Kuwait, the Hashemite Kingdom of

Jordan, the Republic of Lebanon, the State of Palestine, the Kingdom of Morocco, the
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Sultanate of Oman, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Tunisia, the United
Arab Emirates. Representatives of the Secretariat of the United Nations Committee of
Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management, four invited subject matter
experts in the field of activities of the teams and working groups of UN-GGIM: Arb
states, and representatives of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission

for Western Asia (ESCWA) also participated in the plenary meeting.

Detailed report of the 9™ Plenary meeting is in Annex — 1. The summary of the

recommendations of the 9™ meeting are as follows:

1- Noted that the ninth plenary meeting of the UN-GGIM: Arab States was held via
video conference due to the current global situation with the Corona Virus (Covid-19)

pandemic.

2- Urged the member states to make greater contributions to the technical working
groups of the UN-GGIM, and to adopt the integrated framework for geospatial

information IGIF

3- Highlighted the need of integrating the work of the technical working groups in

their work with the strategies of the technical working groups of the UN-GGIM.

4. Expressed support for the report of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM), to the Economic and Social Council

(ECOSQC), on its implementation of resolution E/2016/27.

5- Inform the permanent delegations of the UN-GGIM: Arab States member countries
that are members of the United Nations with the recommendations and results of the
meetings of the UN-GGIM: Arab States. Optionally members may send additional

information to their respective permanent representatives directly.

6- Appreciated the efforts made by the technical work teams in carrying out their work

according to the approved strategic plans.
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7- Urged the member countries to contribute to the Global Geodetic Center of

Excellence (GGCE).

8- Urged the statistical authorities in the member countries to participate more in the

work of UN-GGIM: Arab States.

9- Urged the work groups to communicate and hold technical meetings, and to use

technology in that.

10. The Chair of each working group was asked to present; A report on the progress
of the work of the working group to the Secretariat of UN-GGIM: Arab States before
the end of May 2022, in order to submit the annual report of the UN-GGIM: Arab
States to the twelfth meeting of the United Nations Committee of Experts for Global

Geospatial Information Management.

11- Urged the members states to attend the twelfth meeting of the United Nations
experts for the management of global geospatial information, which is expected to be
held at the United Nations Headquarters from 3-5 August 2022 AD in New York City,
and initiate communication with their country's permanent delegations to the United

Nations in New York to facilitate this.

12- Decided that the tenth plenary meeting of UN-GGIM: Arab States will be held in
2023 in the United Arab Emirates in Abu Dhabi, the date of the meeting will be

determined at a later time.

4.2. UN-GGIM: Arab States Working Groups Briefings

A- Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF):

Two workshops were held via online meetings / webinars as part of activities of this
working group. The first workshop was related to the first IGIF strategic pathway

(Governance and Institutions), and the second workshop was about the eighth IGIF
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strategic pathway (Capacity and Education). A key purpose of the workshops was to
promote better understanding and knowledge IGIF through a set of case studies
guided by of the second part of the IGIF, i.e. the implementation guide. The expected
outcome of the workshops was to assist the member states to develop the knowledge
and understanding so as to be able to present the challenges and difficulties that they
may facing, and address them by using the guidelines of IGIF, and propose and discuss
solutions and possibilities. The IGIF will have to be adapted as per the specific
circumstances of the member states in order to enable its adoption at the regional

and local levels.
B- Fundamental Geospatial Data and Geo-Standards:

Three workshops were held via video communication. The first workshop aimed to
introduce the concept of geospatial data systems. It was at a "Basic Level". The second
workshop was about understanding of the mechanisms used in the completion of the
geospatial portals. It was at a "Medium Level", with the knowledge of the previous
workshop as a prerequisite. The third workshop was at an "Advanced Level", and it

dealt with topics of how to program the geospatial portals.
C- Global Geodetic Reference Framework:

Two workshops (in coordination with the Chairman of the UN-GGIM Sub-Committee
on Geodesy (SCoG)) were held via online meetings / webinars in support of this
working group. One of its most important objectives was to review the challenges and
difficulties faced by members of UN-GGIM: Arab States with regard to their geodetic
references, with a study and discussion of solutions and ways of support that the UN-
GGIM Sub-Committee on Geodesy can provide, and the views and contributions of
UN-GGIM Arab States member countries to enrich the content of documents related
to the activities of the Geodesy Subcommittee, and to prepare an action plan for how
to benefit from geodetic information and geodetic databases used in updating the

global geodetic reference and the geoid model.
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D- Integration of geospatial and statistical information:

Three workshops were held via visual communication, one of the most important
objectives of which is to identify the experiences of countries in the 2020 census in
light of the Corona pandemic, and the experiences of countries in using administrative
records in the census, following up on its implementation, achieving integration
between work partners in the census and benefiting from the experiences of different
countries, and getting to know the sustainable development goals, geographical

dissemination of sustainable development goals indicators.

5. Next Plenary Meeting

The tenth plenary meeting of the UN-GGIM Arab States regional entity is scheduled to be held in
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, in February 2023.

6. Conclusion

The period since the submission of the last report in August 2021 has been that of well-organized
and sustained efforts by all the member states of UN-GGIM: Arab States to further the agenda of
improved management of regional geospatial information. The four working groups have been
active working on their respective mandates in an extremely cooperative manner. Efforts have
been made to strengthen the activities of the working groups by encouraging them continue

working on their strategic goals and plans as well as enhancing them.
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Annex — 1: Notes of the Ninth Plenary Meeting of UN-GGIM: Arab States in Held
virtually, Saudi Arabia, March 2021 (Arabic)

Annex —2: WGL1 Progress Report (Arabic)
Annex — 3: WG2 Progress Report (Arabic)
Annex —4: WG3 Progress Report (Arabic)

Annex — 5: WG4 Progress Report (Arabic)
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Basic level

- An introduction to geographical information systems.
- An introduction to the processing of geographic data (basic functions).
- Creation of the first WMS data stream with default settings.

- General information on GIS

- General information on geographical data
- a minimum on information systems.

- Average level in computer science

Theoretical lessons
Practical work

Medium
level

- Manipulate GIS software "QGIS" basic function

- Geographical data processing (structuring, creation and updates)
- Manipulate "Geoserever» installation and default settings

- Publication of WFS using "Geoserever"

- Validate the first training
- A good level in computer science
- A minimum in algorithmic

Theoretical lessons
Practical work

Level
advanced

- Install QGIS Extensions

- Manipulate structured data using postgresql / postgis

- Master the parameters of the Geoserver (style of SLD publication)

- Publication of wms with changes to the default settings.

- Initiation to WEB Mapping (Architecture and Features)

- Master the WebMapping platforms

- Master QGIS extensions "Create web map"

- Master Postgresql / Postgis functionalities «Postgis shapefile Import /
Export manager»

- Creating a database under Postgresql / Postgis

- Test a dataset in the Web Mapping architecture

- Test a dataset in postgresql / postgis

- Test an open source webmapping platform with consultation of
configurations.

- Publication of wms in geoserver from a Postgresql / Postis database

- Validate the first and the second training

theoretical lessons
Practical work
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— Concept Paper on Establishing a Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence.
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