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Onlaps with UN-GGIM topics and 

working streams:

Partnerships

Data quality and availability

Innovation and geospatial science

Capacity building and Education

Statistical and Geospatial integration

Common geographies

Enumeration areas

Sustainable Development Goals

Use of SDG indicators

Showcase of integration for national 

context

Integrated Geospatial

Information Framework

Global Statistical and

Geospatial Framework

SDG Geospatial 

Roadmap



SDGs & Geospatial Data

Map design considerations

Maps & diagrams

Map Use Environments







94 SDG Maps!

68 Schematic Maps!

35 SDG Diagrams!

30 Other Figures!



Compelling stories about our world…

…using maps and geospatial information



• Review available 

datasets

• Collect official SDG 

indicator data

• Choose software

• Clean and Reformat

• Choose Enumeration areas

• Align attributes

• Assess completeness

• Manage missing data

• Join temporal data

• Projection

• Symbolization

• Scale & extent

• Thematic map type

• Visual variable

• Symbol/shape

• Annotation/Typography

• Complete a self-edit

• Consultation/feedback

• Revise and finalization

• Subject/Goal

• Audience

• Environment

• Data selection

• Decision on representation

• Data transformation

• Normalize to enumerated areas

• Classification scheme

• Review data distribution

• Check anomalies or patterns

Mapping for the Goals

Cartographic planning and design

What is the narrative? 
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https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indi

cators/database/

SDG indicator data

Statistical - SDG indicators

Geospatial - UN Geodata
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Enumeration areas

3
SDG groupings

Sub-regions

Countries
Intermediary 

regions



Transform & Analyze

4

Statistical distribution analysis and 

classification

Geographic 

transformation



Execute map design
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Mapping for the Goals

Publication

General public

1

Statistical - SDG indicators as:
Proportion of pop. living below poverty line (most current values)

Geospatial - UN Geodata

2

Choropleth

Classification scheme

Review data distribution

4Enumeration Areas as:

Sub- & intermediary regions

3
Symbol and Color value 

Scale and extent 

Annotation and graphics

5

Review

6











WHAT IS NEXT? 
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Sustainable Development Goals: https://sdgs.un.org/goals

Global SDG indicator database: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/

E-handbook of SDG indicators:  https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/SDGeHandbook/Home

IAEG-SDGs: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/

WG on Geospatial Information: http://ggim.un.org/UNGGIM-wg6/

UN-GGIM: https://ggim.un.org/

UN Geospatial website: https://www.un.org/geospatial/

Partnership information between ICA and UNGIS: https://www.un.org/geospatial/programmes

REFERENCES

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3898826?ln=en
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/
https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/SDGeHandbook/Home
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/
http://ggim.un.org/UNGGIM-wg6/
https://ggim.un.org/
https://www.un.org/geospatial/
https://www.un.org/geospatial/programmes


C o n t a c t s United Nations (UN)
Kyoung-Soo Eom, Chief of the Geospatial Information Section
eom@un.org

International Cartographic Association (ICA)
Tim Trainor, President
timtrainor4@gmail.com

mailto:eom@un.org
mailto:timtrainor4@gmail.com

