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The Blueprint: A common vision and objectives
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OUR ROLE IN UN-GGIM ARCHITECTURE
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OUR VISION
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Geospatial for a Better World
Transforming People, Places and Planet

Strengthen the Coordination and Coherence of 

Geospatial Information Management within the 

United Nations System 

OUR MISSION



OUR OBJECTIVES
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Increase communication and awareness to senior management of the 

relevance of geospatial information and its management

Strengthen coordination, collaboration and sharing mechanisms on 

geospatial information within the United Nations system

Promote the availability and accessibility of coordinated geospatial to support 

Member States and United Nations mandates

Promote the use and relevance of geospatial information for Member States 

and the United Nations for better decision-making

Support the mandates, aims and objectives of UN-GGIM



OUR MEMBERS ACROSS THE UN SYSTEM
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Mr. Alexandre Caldas 

UN Environment, UNEP

Mr. Toby Wicks, UNICEF

Mr. Einar Bjørgo, UNITAR

NETWORK COMPOSITION 2021-2023
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Reports to UN-GGIM at annual session 

including the reports and background 

documents coordinated by the Steering 

Group of the Network.

CHAIR
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OUR STRATEGY AND PRIORITIES
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Blueprint of the United Nations Geospatial Network

Governance, Strengthening the Network

Coherence and Coordination, Delivering as One

Partnerships, Capacity Building and Outreach 

Governance

Technology

People



OUR STRATEGY: THE BLUEPRINT (2020)
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BLUEPRINT

Strategic framework,
orientations, design and
upcoming activities of 
the Network

BLUEPRINT 
LANDSCAPE

Overview of current 
geospatial activities, 
capacities and senior 
representatives in the 
United Nations system



NETWORK WEBSITE
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in 6 official languages of the UN



NETWORK PUBLICATION ON: THE SDG
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AND THE COVID19 CRISIS



GENERIC JOB DESCRIPTION FOR GEOSPATIAL
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JOINT WORKSHOP WITH CCSA
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Joint Workshop on the integration between Geospatial and Statistical Information
in International Organizations and Member States

1) production of statistics and geospatial information 
through integrated methodologies/technologies

2) visualization and dissemination of geospatial 
information and statistics, and

3) technical assistance and capacity building delivered to 
Member States 

Link to the full report

https://www.un.org/geospatialnetwork/sites/www.un.org.geospatialnetwork/files/20210712_ungn-ccsa_joint_workshop_report.pdf


THE BLUEPRINT: TRANSFORMATION PATHWAYS
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1 STRATEGY
The Blueprint 

3 PRIORITIES
Governance, Technology & People

7 TRANSFORMATION PATHWAYS
Data & Standards Policies, Governance, 
Outreach, Capacity development, Partnership, 
Innovation & Technology, 

50 PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

People
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Priorities from the Blueprint for 2021-2023 as they relate to the strategic objective on governance 

[activities 5, 8, 9, 11], on technology [activities 16, 17, 19, 21, 24, 25, 27] and people [activities 30, 34, 

35, 36, 41, 46, 49].

▪ 5: Engage United Nations system entities working in the field of geospatial information

▪ 8: Establish a technical review board

▪ 9: Prepare and establish data custodianship for the development of a governance model

▪ 11: Establish cooperation mechanism between United Nations entities and their partners

▪ 16: Establish the data custodians and related governance 

▪ 17: Define and make priority geospatial dataset available and accessible, through the Hub

▪ 19: Coordinate the collection of geospatial data with/from Member States

▪ 21: Review and update minimum standards and metadata, via Technical Review Board

▪ 24: Establish a governance structure for the management of technology

▪ 25: Design a technical architecture for geospatial data priorities 

▪ 27: Perform an inventory of updated geospatial tools, platforms, innovative practices

LOOKING FORWARD ON 2021-2023
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Priorities from the Blueprint for 2021-2023 as they relate to the strategic objective on governance 

[activities 5, 8, 9, 11], on technology [activities 16, 17, 19, 21, 24, 25, 27] and people [activities 30, 

34, 35, 36, 41, 46, 49].

▪ 30: Facilitate the establishment of partnerships by promoting the Network

▪ 34: Liaise with and coordinate activities with international and regional organizations

▪ 35: Engage with relevant initiatives and activities of the UN-GGIM 

▪ 36: Foster and establish clear and sustainable cooperation mechanisms through the Network

▪ 41: Design and develop strategies and programmes that promote and improve capacity

▪ 46: Organize and coordinate events targeted at raising awareness on geospatial activities

▪ 49: Develop content and mediums to promote geospatial information and activities of the 

United Nations system entities

▪ Creation of a Group on Geospatial and Health (with priority on ongoing Covid19 

response)

LOOKING FORWARD ON 2021-2023



PROGRAMME
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Geospatial in Action: Data for the Sustainable Development Goals in the United Nations 

Vice Chair of the UN Geospatial Network

Toby Wicks (United Nations Children’s Fund)

Mapping for A Sustainable World: a book on cartography and the Sustainable Development Goals

Kyoung-Soo, Chief Geospatial Information Section of the United Nations

Tim Trainor, President of the International Cartographic Association

Global Agro-Ecological Zone and Hand-In-Hand initiative

Douglas Muchoney, Head Geospatial Unit, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Sam Libby, Senior Principal Technical Consultant, ESRI

Geospatial for Humanity: The Covid19 response and the new Working Group on Geospatial and Health

Ravi Santhana Krishnan, Geospatial Lead, World Health Organization

Disaster management and capacity building in countries

Einar Bjørgo, Director United Nations Satellite Centre, United Nations Institute for Training and Research

Vice Chair of the UN Geospatial Network

Strengthening Geospatial management in the Americas

Alvaro Monett, Technical Advisor, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean



C o n t a c t s Chair of the UN Geospatial Network
Alexandre Caldas, Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
alexandre.caldas@un.org

mailto:alexandre.caldas@un.org

