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Our project



What we did before

Map design makes a difference because it is key to effective communication



Open Access



Maps & diagrams

SDGs & Geospatial Data

Map design considerations

Map Use Environments

Content







Indicators



Present the data
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94 SDG Maps! 68 Schematic Maps! 35 SDG Diagrams! 30 Other Figures!
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• Review available 
datasets


• Collect official SDG 
indicator data

• Choose software

• Clean and Reformat

• Choose Enumeration areas

• Align attributes

• Assess completeness

• Manage missing data

• Join temporal data

• Projection

• Symbolization

• Scale & extent

• Thematic map type

• Visual variable

• Symbol/shape

• Annotation/Typography

• Complete a self-edit

• Consultation/feedback

• Revise and finalization


Cartographic planning and design • Subject/Goal

• Audience

• Environment

• Data selection

• Decision on representation

• Data transformation

• Normalize to enumerated areas

• Classification scheme

• Review data distribution

• Check anomalies or patterns




Guidelines for the 

Publication of Maps

Administrative Instruction ST/AI189/Add25/Rev1

“In view of the sensitive nature of 
cartographic documents, prior to the 
issuance of any map at any duty station, 
including dissemination via […] Internet, 
clearance must be sought […] to ensure that 
maps meet publication standards and that 
they are not in contravention of existing 
United Nations policies..” 

     Mapping for the Goals

     Publication

     General public (policies)

1



https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
indicators/database/

SDG indicator data

    Statistical - SDG indicators

    Geospatial - UN Geodata

2



Geographic objects

249 rows


Estimated scale

N/A


Projection Robinson

World Geodetic System 1984

Global geodata: general country-based data

Geographic objects

270 rows


Estimated scale

25M


No projection

World Geodetic System 1984

    Statistical - SDG indicators

    Geospatial - UN Geodata

2



    Enumeration areas
3

SDG groupings

Sub-regions

Countries
Intermediary regions



    Transform & Analyze
4

Statistical distribution analysis and classification

Geographic transformation



    Execute map design
5



     Mapping for the Goals

     Publication

     General public

1

    Statistical - SDG indicators as:

         CO2 emissions (millions of tons)

          Gross Domestic Product purchasing power (billions USD)

    Geospatial - UN Geodata

2

    

   Cartogram & Bivariate 

   Transform data to cartogram

   Classification scheme

   Review data distribution


4    Enumeration Areas as:

    Countries

3
  Symbol and Color value 

  Scale and extent 

  Annotation and graphics

5

    Review
6



     Mapping for the Goals 
     Publication

     General public

1

    Statistical - SDG indicators as:

          Proportion of pop. living below poverty line (most current values)

    Geospatial - UN Geodata

2

    

   Choropleth

   Classification scheme

   Review data distribution


4    Enumeration Areas 
as: 
    Sub- & intermediary regions

3
  Symbol and Color value 

  Scale and extent 

  Annotation and graphics

5

    Review
6



Planning



Which map type?  Dasymmetric map



The next steps









POSTER CONCEPT

SDG01

Choropleth & aggregation by region

SDG13

Proportional symbol & classes

SDG09

Cartogram

SDG05

Generalization & Cloropleth

Map Types

See ICA – UN co-publication

Section 3

• 3.1 Thematic maps

• 3.2 Nominal maps

• 3.3 Choropleth

• 3.4 Proportional symbol

• 3.5 Dasymetric 

• 3.7 Bivariate 

• 3.8 Cartograms

• 3.9 Maps &Time
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