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1. Summary

This report summarizes the activities carried out by the Regional Committee of United
Nations Global Geospatial Information Management for Arab States (UN-GGIM: Arab
States) since the last report presented to the Ninth Session of United Nations Committee
of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM), held in New York
in August 2019.

2. Introduction

The members of UN-GGIM: Arab States have been actively working together in order to
develop this regional body. They have obtained active support and patronage from their
respective governments and the main government bodies or associations responsible
about geospatial information in their respective countries. To this effect, there has been
one plenary meeting of the member states during this period. The four working groups
(WGs) have also continued their activities, the details of which are presented in Section-

4.

3. Objectives

The UN-GGIM: Arab States plays its role as the formal Arab chapter of the UN-GGIM
initiative with the core objective of coordinating, facilitating and enhancing the regional
cooperation in the realm of geospatial information management as well as cooperating
with other regional and international entities for promoting best practices in geospatial

information management in the region.
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4. Activities

The following table for the activities of UN-GGIM: AS during the aforementioned period:

Activity Date Location

9th session of UN-GGIM Side meeting | Aug - 2019 New York, USA

Algiers, People’s Democratic

7™ UN-GGIM: Arab States Plenary Feb — 2020
Republic of Algeria
UN-GGIM: Arab States Working Groups Algiers, People’s Democratic
Feb — 2020
meetings Republic of Algeria

Workshop on “Operationalizing the
Algiers, People’s Democratic
Integrated Geospatial Information Feb — 2020
Republic of Algeria
Framework”

The following sub-sections describe the activities mentioned in the above table in more

detail.

4.1. 9'" session of UN-GGIM Side Meeting — New York 2019

1. The main objective of this meeting was to review the activities of the Regional
Committee since the last side meeting held during the 8™ session of UNGGIM in
August 2018. The second main agenda items was to discuss the preparations on
holding the 7t plenary meeting of the Regional Committee in the People’s
Democratic Republic of Algeria in February 2019. Activities of the working groups

were also reviewed. The report of the meeting is present in Annex-1.
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4.2. UN-GGIM: Arab States Seventh Plenary Meeting — Algiers 2020

1. The seventh meeting of member states was held in Algiers, People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria from 17™ to 19% February 2020. It was attended by fifty-two
representatives of the following fourteen Arab countries: People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria, Kingdom of Bahrain, Arab Republic of Egypt, State of Kuwait,
Kingdom of Jordan, Lebanese Republic, Kingdom of Morocco, Sultanate of Oman,
State of Palestine, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Republic of Sudan, Republic of Tunisia,

State of Libya and United Arab Emirates.

It was also attended by representatives of the Statistical Center Gulf Cooperation
Council, Co-Chairs UN-GGIM, Chair UN-GGIM Europe, UN-GGIM Secretariat, United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), and

international experts.

The People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria’s National Geographic Information
Council hosted as well as organized this plenary, in collaboration with the UN-GGIM
Arab States secretariat.

2. The main objective of this Plenary was to follow-up the progress of the work of the
Committee and the Technical Working Groups as well as discussing the strategic
objectives of the Technical Working Groups for the next years.

3. A session was conducted to present an update on the development of national
geospatial information management. The United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), gave a presentation on the contribution to
the work of regional geospatial information. In addition, the Chairman of the Land
Management WG of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial
Information Management, gave a presentation on the agenda of the WG and its

main tasks in addition to the future plans.
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4. Each of the four UN-GGIM: Arab States Working Groups (WGs) organized workshops
during this plenary that were attended by the invited subject matter experts. The
experts advised the working groups on matters pertaining to their respective areas
of focus in the form of presentations, discussions and analysis. Additionally, there
were sessions where the participants shared their experiences in the field of
geospatial information management.

5. A detailed report about the Plenary is present in Annex-2.

6. The following are the recommendations agreed to at the end of the 7™ plenary
meeting:

a. Approval of the strategic objectives of working group on Institutional
Arrangements, Legal and Policy Issues, Awareness and Capacity Building (WG-
1).

b. Approval of the strategic objectives of working group on Fundamental Data and
Geo-Standards (WG-2).

C. Approval of the strategic objectives of working group on Geodetic Reference
Frame (WG-3).

d. Approval of the strategic objectives of working group on Integration of
Geospatial & Statistical Information (WG-4).

€. Election of the Arab Republic of Egypt as the Chairman and the State of Kuwait
AND Oman as the Vice-Chairman of working group on Integration of Geospatial
& Statistical Information (WG-4) for the current session.

f. Encourage UNGGIM Arab States members to adopt the Integrated Geospatial
Information Framework (IGIF) in developing their national geospatial strategy

J. Encourage those member states of UNGGIM Arab States regional entity who
desire the World Bank to finance the implementation of the Integrated
Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF), to submit a summary presentation of

their request to the UNGGIM Arab States Secretariat before the end of May
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2020. This is in preparation for discussion and approval during the meeting of
UNGGIM Arab States to be held on the sidelines of the tenth meeting of UN-
GGIM in New York in August 2020.

h. Submit a request to UNGGIM, to initiate communication with the World Bank
to finance the implementation of the Integrated Geospatial Information

Framework IGIF, for a number of member countries of UNGGIM Arab States.

I. Delegate the Chair of working Group 1 (Institutional Arrangements, Legal and
Policy Issues, Awareness and Capacity Building) to coordinate with ESCWA to
draw up a cooperation mechanism between UNGGIM Arab States and ESCWA.

j. Encourage the members of UNGGIM Arab States to participate in The sixth high
level Forum on United Nation Global Geospatial Information Management in
Windsor, United Kingdom from 20 — 22 April 2020.

K. The Chairman of each Working Group shall submit a report on the progress of
the work of its technical team(s) to the UNGGIM Arab States Secretariat before
the end of May 2020.

|. Encourage the members of UNGGIM Arab States to communicate with their
permanent mission to the United Nations to attend the tenth meeting UN-
GGIM in New York in August 2020.

m. Welcoming the constructive initiative of The Kingdom of Morocco, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates to translate the second part of Integrated
Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF) into Arabic.

N. Welcoming the constructive initiative of Kuwait to translate The Global

Statistical Geospatial Framework (GSGF) into Arabic.
4.3. UN-GGIM: Arab States Working Groups meetings — People’s
Democratic Republic of Algeria 2020

During the seventh meeting, working groups have a side meeting, the meeting details as

follow:
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4.3.1. Meeting of WG1 (Institutional Arrangements, Legal, Policy, Awareness, and
Capacity Building)

People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria — February 2020: Meetings for WG1 were

conducted during the seventh UN-GGIM: Arab States meeting held in Algiers in Feb —
2020. The Chair of the working group (Morocco) presented the annual achievement
report of the WG, and a presentation was given on the agenda and the strategic goals of
the WG please. Additionally, the working group reviewed the proposed strategic goals of
the WG during the period 2020-2023. Please see Annex-3.

4.3.2. Meeting of WG2 (Fundamental Data and Geospatial Standards)

People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria — February 2020: The meetings for WG2 were

conducted during the seventh UN-GGIM: Arab States meeting held in Algiers in Feb —
2020, The Chair of the working group (Tunisia) presented the annual achievement report
of the WG. A presentation was given on the developments of work in the Arab Geospatial
Portal, which was developed by the Republic of Tunisia, the Chair of the 2nd WG, and
hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Another presentation on the work and strategic
goals of the Foundational Geospatial Data WG was also made. The working group
reviewed the proposed strategic goals of the WG during the period 2020-2023. Please see
Annex-4.

4.3.3. Meeting of WG3 (Geodetic Reference Frame)

People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria — February 2020: Meetings for WG3 were

conducted during the seventh UN-GGIM: Arab States meeting held in Algiers in Feb —
2020. The Chair of the working group (Algeria) presented the annual achievement report
of the WG. An update was presented regarding the data center for storing and archiving
Geodetic data in addition to the updates of the center which is provided and hosted by
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for analyzing that data. A presentation on the activities of

Geodetic Subcommittee of UN Committee of experts on Global Geospatial Information
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Management was also done. The proposed strategic goals of the WG during the period

2020-2023 were discussed and reviewed. Please see Annex-5.

4.3.4. Meetings of WG4 (integration of Geospatial and Statistical Information)

People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria — February 2020: Meetings for WG4 were

conducted during the seventh UN-GGIM: Arab States meeting held in Algiers in Feb —
2020. The working group presented the annual achievement report of the WG. The
proposed strategic goals of the WG during the period 2020-2023 were discussed and

reviewed, please see Annex-6.

4.4. Workshop on “Operationalizing the Integrated Geospatial
Information Framework”

People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria — February 2020: This UN-GGIM: Arab States

workshop was organized as a regional peer-to-peer learning event over two days aiming
to raise awareness, introduce and inform participants from the Arab States region on
concepts and practical approaches which the participants should find helpful in their
normal work. The workshop was participatory, where the participants actively engaged

in discussions and interacted with one another.

The goal of this Workshop was to introduce, inform and work through with invited
participants from UN-GGIM: Arab States, the implementation guidance and conceptual

approach to operationalize the IGIF according to their national circumstances.

The workshop was designed to offer peer-to-peer engagement, networking and learning
opportunities that would lead to co-operation that went beyond the activities of the

workshop.
Objectives

The main objectives of the workshop were:
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a. To contribute to the strengthening of nationally integrated geospatial information
management towards the production, availability, accessibility and application of
geospatial information for national development priorities and the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; and

b. To address the Global Statistical Geospatial Framework as an important bridge
that enables a range of data to be integrated from both statistical and geospatial
communities and, through the application of its five principles and supporting key
elements, permits the production of standardized and integrated geospatially
enabled statistical data.

c. To discuss the Framework for Effective Land Administration as an overarching
policy guide that provides a reference for Member States when developing,
renewing, reforming, strengthening or modernizing land administration through

nine pathways aligned to the nine strategic pathways of the IGIF.

5. Next Plenary Meeting

The eight plenary meeting of the UN-GGIM Arab States regional entity is scheduled to be held in
February 2021. The host of this plenary meeting will be announced after further consultation

with the member countries.

6. Conclusion

The period since the submission of the last report in August 2019 has been that of well-organized
and sustained efforts by all the member states of UN-GGIM: Arab States to further the agenda of
improved management of regional geospatial information. The four working groups have been
active working on their respective mandates in an extremely cooperative manner. Efforts have
been made to strengthen the activities of the working groups by encouraging them to set their

own strategic goals and plans for years 2020-2023.
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Annex — 1: Meeting Notes of the 8th session of UN-GGIM Side meeting in New
York, August 2019 (Arabic)

Annex — 2: Notes of the Seventh Plenary Meeting of UN-GGIM: Arab States in
Algiers, February 2020 (Arabic)

Annex — 3: WGL1 Progress Report (Arabic)
Annex — 4: WG2 Progress Report (Arabic)
Annex — 5: WG3 Progress Report (Arabic)

Annex — 6: WG4 Progress Report (Arabic)
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Annex — 1: Meeting Notes of the 9th session of UN-GGIM Side meeting
in New York, August 2019 (Arabic)
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Annex — 2: Notes of the Seventh Plenary Meeting of UN-GGIM: Arab
States Meeting in Algiers, February 2020 (Arabic)
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Responsible/In charge
Topics Duration
Designer Supplier Site
Architecture: VPN Tunisia Saudi Arabia
e Data server Tunisia Saudi Arabia
e Application server (mapping
Development & Acquisition Tunisia Saudi Arabia V1Weeks
+ web)
Private Cloud Tunisia Tunisia  |Saudi Arabia
Admin./Security Tunisia Tunisia  |Saudi Arabia
Installation Loading Tunisia Saudi Arabia| 04 Weeks
Training Loading/update/upgrade Tunisia TBD 01 Week
Exploitation All countries (members) Arabian states Saudi Arabia ASAP
Updating the Geoportal When
Update Tunisia Saudi Arabia
(Data+Services) needed
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