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13:30 1. Introduction, welcome and opening addresses

13:50 2. Agenda, organization of the meeting and Terms of References 

14:10 3. Summary of outcomes and actions from fifth and sixth plenary meeting 

14:30 4. Achievements and closing of Work Groups 
a. Communications Work Group
b. Capacity Development Work Group
c. Sustainable Funding Work Group

15:00 Coffee Break

15:30 5. Progress and challenges on the implementation of UN-IGIF
a. UN-GGIM: Africa
b. UN-GGIM: Americas
c. UN-GGIM: Arab States
d. UN-GGIM: Asia and the Pacific
e. UN-GGIM: Europe

17:00 Summary of discussions and overview of Day 2
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Session Structure

ÅYou all have a list in front of you of Tom 
Cruiseôs body of work.

ÅYou tick off the film reference as it 
comes up in the presentation

ÅThe person that gets them all winsé
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The Prize

Keep away from heat, and avoid direct sunlight
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Speedy Summary
Membership: Members came from every region, GGKIC and the Secretariat with 

specialist support being provided by ESRI ς a truly global effort!

Outputs: Short, well-designed artefacts that cross boundaries which included a 

visual identity, decision-maker brochure, two case studies,  and a nine-pathway 

placemat. 

Lessons: 

ÅAudience, Message, Content, Platform
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Membership
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Outputs
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Dead reckoning our way to better 
communications

Last known position

ÅAudience 

ÅMessage

ÅContent

ÅDelivery 

9

Plotting the course

ÅWith input from the capacity 

development WG have 

identified three core 

audiences:

ÅPolitical leadership

ÅPolicy decision makers

ÅTechnical leaders
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The Final Reckoning
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Thank you!
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Capacity Development Working Group
UN-IGIF High Level Group

Marcelo Emery, Co-Lead Capacity Development Work Group

HLG-IGIF Seventh Plenary Meeting

February 10, 2026
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Translation of UN -IGIF documents

Results

Ʒ 30 translations of UN-IGIF 

documents

Ʒ 7 languages 

Ʒ 12 Member States

Ʒ +40 people involved

Current status

Ʒ Upgrade 

Ʒ Successful operative mechanism

Looking forward

Ʒ Transition 

Å Leverage lesson learned

Å Exchange of experiences

Ʒ Coordination of the TTT is critical
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Global Survey

Results

Ʒ 1st Landscape on use and 

implementation of the UN-IGIF

Ʒ Usefulness of the UN-IGIF suites of 

documents

Current status

Ʒ Transition process 

Ʒ Advising and collaborating with the 

UN-GGKIC and the Secretariat with 

the 2nd Global Survey

Ʒ Based on the lessons learned

Ʒ Approach 

Ʒ Methodology

Ʒ Coordination and articulation

Ʒ UN-GGKIC 

Ʒ HLG-IGIF

Looking forward

Ʒ Efficient tool to understand

 

Ʒ the evolution of the 

implementation , through 

different stages, of the UN-IGIF 

by the Member States 

Ʒ effectiveness of the HLG-IGIF 

and the UN-GGKIC
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Train for trainers: Exchange of experiences

Results

Ʒ Proposal for a workshop

Ʒ CapDev landscape

Ʒ Who

Ʒ What

Ʒ Where (to whom)

Ʒ Why

Ʒ How

Ʒ Results

Ʒ Impacts

Ʒ Leverage lessons learned

Current status

Ʒ Under the responsibity UN-GGKIC 

Looking forward

Ʒ Expected to be included as a 

component of the Capacity 

Development Program



Thank You
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Geo-Empower Webinar Series
Sustainable Funding for Geospatial Information

January 28, 2026 | UN-GGKIC, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, HLG-IGIF, UN-GGIM Secretariat

GLOBAL PARTICIPATION

286
Participants

84

Registered

230
Organizations

Africa 35 %
Americas 21 %
Arab States 16 %
Asia-Pacific 15 %
Europe 12 %

Key achievements
ω Official launch of UN-IGIF Sustainable Funding Guide

ω Keynote presentation on funding frameworks and methodologies

ω ROI case studies: Rwanda, Türkiye, China

ω Expert panel discussion with member state presenters

Key messages

ω Demonstrate geospatial value to finance ministries through clear ROI

ω Adopt hybrid funding: domestic budgets + PPPs + development assistance

ω Align investments with national priorities and SDGs

WAY FORWARD

Next steps : UN-GGKIC will lead capacity development through:

ω wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ϧ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ
ω YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳǎ
ω /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ DŜƻ-Empower Webinar Series

TOP 5 PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES

Türkiye  35
South Africa  30
United States  15
Egypt & Madagascar  12 
China & India  11 

Webinar documents and recording can be found here :   UNSD τ UN-GGIM                                                     For more information: unggkic@un.org | www.un-ggkic.org

314

Member States

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/2026/Geo-Empower_Webinar_Series/#materials
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/2026/Geo-Empower_Webinar_Series/#materials
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/2026/Geo-Empower_Webinar_Series/#materials
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/2026/Geo-Empower_Webinar_Series/#materials
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/2026/Geo-Empower_Webinar_Series/#materials
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AFRICA.IGIF | IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES

Ç The IGIF Journey 

Ç SDG Data Alliance

Ç Challenges

Ç Opportunities

Ç Steps Forward

Burkina

Faso

Cameroon

Eswatini

Ethiopia

Mozambique

Rwanda

Senegal

South 

Africa

UN-GGIM: Africa

Cote 

dõIvoire

Mali

K A M A L  O U T G H O U L I A S T  |  C H A I R  |  U N-G G I M :  A F R I C A

R E P O R T  O N  R E G I O N A L  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  A F R I C A

U N-GGIM Å HIGH-LEVEL GROUP Å  VIENNA Å 10 FEBRUARY 2026

P R O G R E S S  A N D  C H A L L E N G E S  O N  T H E  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  U N-I G I F  



Africa.IGIF |  STATE AND PROGRESS IN AFRICA

Country Model Status of the CAP

Burkina Faso Development Account Completed 2022

Burundi NSDI Approach

Outsourced

National Strategy Developed

Alignment with UN-IGI CAP Underway

Cameroon UN-GGIM Approach Completed 2024

C¹te dõIvoire UN-GGIM Approach Commenced in 2024. Task 4 ð 6 Stages

Djibouti N/A Early stage of gathering preliminary information

Ethiopia Development Account Completed 2022

Eswatini UN-GGIM Approach Task 3 Stage

Mali UN-GGIM Approach Draft action completed

Waiting final adoption by stakeholders

Mozambique UN-GGIM Approach Task 3 Stage

Rwanda UN-GGIM Approach Aligning draft Strategic Plan with UN-IGIF CAP

South Africa Hybrid (Outsourced but following the UN-GGIM 

Approach)

Awaiting contractor appointment

Senegal World Bank Completed 2024



AFRICA.IGIF | CHALLENGES

Generic  to all countries

Ç Lack of resources to work on tasks of the CAP

Ç On-boarding of key stakeholders

Ç Documents not available in all languages of the UN

Ç Limited predictability of financing: Lack of resources to implement the CAP

Specific to the region

Ç Digital divide ð lack of technology; internet connection challenges 

Ç Language to support networking and knowledge sharing

Ç Persistent gaps such as delays in high-level endorsement of CAPs, 



AFRICA.IGIF | OPPORTUNITIES

Generic  to all countries

Ç The CAP sixteen step methodology develops capacity and encourage 
ownership 

                    Country led, country owned, leave no one behind

Ç Stakeholder engagements improved 

  We no longer speak to ourself about our work

Specific to the region

Ç Online webinars encourage knowledge sharing and exchange



AFRICA.IGIF | STEPS FORWARD

Ç Organising the 12th Session of the 
UN-GGIM: Africa to be held in Addis 
Ababa in October 2026

Ç Fast-tracking the support to the full 
implementation of the national action 
plans being developed

Ç Fostering the integration of 
geospatial and statistical information

Ç Fostering Innovation and Continuous 
Improvement in appraising emerging 
trends and advancements such GeoAI, 
etcé
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UN-GGIM:Américas

REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF

UNITED NATIONS

ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

FOR THE AMERICAS

Seventh plenary meeting of the High-level Group of the Integrated 
Geospatial Information Framework 

UN-GGIM Americas

Updates on the implementation of the UN-IGIF (2025-2026)

Pamela Castillo Retamales
ExecutiveSecretary, UN-GGIM: Americas

11 February2026

http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/



ÅThe objective of the UN-GGIM: Americas Working Group is to support countries in the region in 
advancing the implementation of the Framework, through capacity development, knowledge sharing, 
dissemination of good practices, technical cooperation, and in alignment with and support of the 
initiatives promoted by the HLG-IGIF.

ÅCo-Chairs: 

REGIONAL WORKING GROUP
ON THE INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

Panama Chile



ÅObjectives of the 2025 Work Plan

REGIONAL WORKING GROUP
ON THE INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

W
o

rk
P
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n

 2
0

2
5

Enhance knowledge and 
understanding of the UN-

IGIF

Assess and monitor the 
implementation of the UN-

IGIF
Communicate and 

disseminate actions and 
experiences that support 
countries in implementing 
and understanding the UN-

IGIF



REGIONAL WORKING GROUP
ON THE INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

ÅThe series of virtual discussions on the strategic pathways of UN-IGIF continued, with the aim of sharing and 
disseminating implementation experiences, as well as expanding knowledge about this important 
Framework.

June 25, 2025 - Standards

Focused on highlighting how the application of geospatial 
standards enables data and technology interoperability, 
thereby facilitating the provision of integrated geospatial 

information.

Number of Attendees: 100 participants

Expositors
Discussiónon

implememtation

Å Paloma Abad Power, IDEE. 
National Geographic 
Institute of Spain.

El Salvador, Dominican 
Republic and Colombia.



REGIONAL WORKING GROUP
ON THE INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

ÅThe series of virtual discussions on the strategic pathways of UN-IGIF continued, with the aim of sharing and 
disseminating implementation experiences, as well as expanding knowledge about this important 
Framework.

October 21, 2025 - Financial

Focused on strengthening the understanding and application 
of the Finance strategic pathway of the UN-IGIF in the 

countries of the region, through the exchange of practical 
experiences that support sustainable investment planning and 

costςbenefit analysis of geospatial information.

Number of Attendees: 115 participants

Expositors
Discussiónon

implememtation

Å John Kedar, Geospatial 
Initiatives Ltd

Colombia



REGIONAL WORKING GROUP
ON THE INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

ÅQuestionnaire on Geospatial Information Management at the National Level (September - October, 2025)

VPurpose: 
To understand the 
implementation status of the 9 
strategic pathways of the 
UN-IGIF in the region.

VAnswers:
28 Member States out of a total 
of 36 responded to the survey.



REGIONAL WORKING GROUP
ON THE INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

ÅQuestionnaire on Geospatial Information Management at the National Level (September - October, 2025)

VMain challenges: 

ÅLimited financial resources.
ÅNeed for further development of technical capacities.
ÅGaps in standards, interoperability, governance, innovation, and the alignment between geospatial  

and technological agendas.
Å Importance of strengthening education, partnerships, and communication plans.



SUPPORT FOR UN-IGIF IMPLEMENTATION
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

ÅTechnical assistance and capacity development

Å  Technical assistance for the development of decrees and policies in:

ÅSupport in the development of your SDI based on UN-IGIF guidelines:

ÅUN-IGIF dissemination workshop (March 2026)

Paraguay Dominican 
Republic

Ecuador

Trinidad and Tobago

Jamaica



EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES
19th IDERA (Spatial Data Infrastructure of the Argentine Republic) Conference

First South American Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) Meeting 

ÅLa Plata, Provinceof BuenosAires,Argentina |  July 2, 3 and 4, 2025

Participation of representatives from Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Uruguay, Chile, ECLAC, Academic 
Network of the Americas (ANA), and Private Sector 
Network of the Americas (PSN-A).



CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
by UN-GGIM: Americas, the UN-GGKIC, ECLAC, and the UN-GGIM Secretariat

ÅWorkshop on United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) ΨLƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
geospatial strategies, advancing development, innovation and ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΩ (Santiago de Chile, ECLAC 
(Chile), 3-4 November 2025)



CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
By UN-GGIM Secretariat, the UN-GGKIC, the SDG Data Alliance, and other 

partners 

ÅExpert Consultation and Meeting on Enhancing Geospatial Information Management Arrangements and 
Accelerating the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals together with the Sub-regional 
Workshop on the United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) for Central 
America and neighbouring Latin American countries (Panama City, 1-5 December 2025)



OTHER TASKS
UN-IGIF Capacity Development Groups

Support for translations ς UN-GGIM: Americas Academic Network

Languages Involved:

ƺFrench

ƺSpanish

ƺPortuguese

ƺGerman

ƺRussian

ƺSerbian

ƺArabic

Importance of Translations:

ƺEnables more countries and regions to access crucial 

geospatial information and guidelines.

ƺEnsures that non-English speaking countries can 

effectively implement the UN-IGIF.

ƺPromotes consistent and standardized geospatial 

practices worldwide.

ƺSupports training and capacity-building efforts in 

multiple languages.

Efforts have been made to translate UN-IGIF documents into multiple languages to ensure broader 
accessibility and implementation across diverse regions.



UN-GGIM:Américas

REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF

UNITED NATIONS

ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

FOR THE AMERICAS

Thank you for your attention!

http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/

Pamela Castillo Retamales
ExecutiveSecretary, UN-GGIM: Americas

11 February2026

http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/
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Promoting Integrated Geospatial Information 
Framework in Asia and the Pacific 

Co-Chairs of the UN -GGIM-AP



OBJECTIVES

ÅThe WG-IGIFaims to support, coordinate, plan and extend the necessaryfacilitation for
developingthe awarenessand capacitythrough collaboration & sharingin the Asia& Pacific
membercountriesfor implementation of the IGIF.

ÅTheWGwill work in co-ordination with HLG-IGIFin achievingthe objectives. TheHLG-IGIFis
makingefforts to provide expertiseand adviceto assistcountriesin their implementation of
the IGIF at the country level; and mobilize needed resourcesfor implementation and to
maintain the momentumand evolvingrefinement of the IGIFwith Member Statesand other
keystakeholders.

ÅTheWGwill makeefforts to the demonstratethe societalvalue and impact of the IGIF, and
associatedprogresstowardsenablingthe achievementof the SDGs.



UN
Recommended 
Approachto 
Designand 
Develop 
Country-level 
ActionPlan

ÅProject Initiation and Pre-needs Assessment

ÅStakeholder Identification and Analysis

ÅPlan of Action (to design and develop country -level Action Plan)

Planning and Preparing

ÅCurrent and Desired (or Future) Situation Assessment

ÅBaseline Survey

ÅEnvironmental Scanning and Analysis (for understanding national situation)

ÅStakeholder Engagement Workshop

ÅStrategic Alignment (and Benefits) Exercise

ÅVision, Mission and Goals

ÅGap Analysis Matrix

ÅNeeds Assessment and Gap Analysis Report

Assessing and Analyzing

ÅStrategic Pathway Actions and Sub Tasks

ÅImplementation Schedule

ÅBudget Estimations

ÅSuccess Indicators

ÅCountry -level Action Plan (Template)

Designing and Developing



Three Priority Strategic Goals



WGonIGIF 
WORK in
2024-2025

S.
No.

ActionPoints

1. Short term, Medium term and Long term plans and strategy to
raiseawarenessabout the IGIFand its componentsat regionaland
countrylevelsusingdifferent means.

2. Sharingthe experiencesandbestpracticesto assistin preparation 
of CountrylevelActionplans.

3. To prepare IGIFcomponentspecificplansfor understandingand 
implementation.

4. Trainingand Capacitybuilding actionswith specialfocus on the
requirementsof smallcountries.

5. AdoptionandMonitoringMechanisms.

6. Organizationof workshops,webinars,meetingsfor deliberations
andexchangingthe ideas& experiences.



ACTIVITIES in Asia 
and the Pacific

ÁRegular Discussions and
Consultations,

ÁRegionalSeminarson IGIF,

ÁContributions to other 
RegionalCommittees,

Á Promotion of HLG-IGIF 
Initiativesin the region,

ÁWorkshops,Discussionsat 
Countrylevel,
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WorkingGroupMeeting (November9,2023)

ÅAttendedby10membercountries,Representativesfrom 
PrivateSectorandAcademicNetwork

ÅFormulateactionplansfor the workinggroupin 2024-2025

UN-GGIM-AP WG ON UN-IGIF
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WGOnlineMeeting (June28,2024)

1

Providing update
on UN-IGIF
activities of
Member States in
Asia and the
Pacific,

2

Organizing UN-
IGIF activities for
2024 as per the
work plan,

3

Strengthening 
collaborationwith 
UN-GGIM Private 
SectorNetwork



UN-IGIFRegionalSeminar
November 27, 2024

×Attended by 20+ member
countries, Representativesfrom
Private Sector and Academic
Network

× IGIFImplementationApproach,

×Mobilization of Sustainable
Funding,

×Sharing of the Experiences:
Republic of Korea, India,
Indonesia, Fiji, Singapore, UK,
Academia;
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