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2. Agenda and organization of the meeting 

1. Introduction, welcome and opening addresses
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of the meeting
3. Update on the E/RES/2022/24 and the regular budget on the establishment of a Secretariat for the Committee
4. Updates on the UN Global Geospatial Centres of Excellence in Deqing, China, and Bonn, Germany, and on the status of the 

Centre of Excellence in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
5. Current programme of work and priorities of the Committee of Experts
6. Considerations on a global capacity development programme
7. Chairs of Regional committee and Thematic networks

a) Chair of Regional Committees
Å UN-GGIM Africa
Å UN-GGIM Americas
Å UN-GGIM Asia and the Pacific
Å UN-GGIM Arab States
Å UN-GGIM Europe

b) Chairs of Thematic Networks
Å UN Geospatial Network
Å UN-GGIM Academic Network
Å UN-GGIM Private Sector Network
Å UN-GGIM Geospatial Societies



UN-GGIM.AFRICA |  Holistic Geospatial information Vision

KAMAL OUTGHOULIAST
REPORT ON REGIONAL ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA
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CHAIR |  UN-GGIM:  AFRICA EXECUTIVE BOARD



UN-GGIM.AFRICA |  THE JOURNEY SO FARé
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UN-GGIM.AFRICA | GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONS

ÅChange in Executive Board 2025

Ç Chair: Morocco

Ç 1st Vice-Chair: Burkina Faso

Ç 2nd Vice-Chair:  Mozambique

Ç 1st Rapporteur: Burundi

Ç 2nd Rapporteur: Congo

Ç Ex-Officio: Ethiopia

Ç Ex-Officio : Co-Chair UN-GGIM

Ç Secretariat: UNECA

UN-GGIM Africa

(2025)

WG 1.IGIF 

Integrated Geospatial Information Framework

Executive Board

Morocco ð Burkina ð Mozambique ð Burundi ð Congo ðð Ethiopia - ECA

WG 3.AFREF

Geodetic infrastructure

WG 4.LAM

Land Administration and Management

WG 2.ISGI

Integration of Geospatial & Stats



Operations        

CAPACITIES        
ω Holistic transformative 

development of capacities and 
capabilities

GEO4STATS          

FDS | SALB | Geonyms 

ω LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎŜƻǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ
ω  DŜƻŎƻŘƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜƳŜǎ

ω Data | Products | e-Services
ω Geodetic Reference Frame
ω Standards

UN-GGIM: Africa
ω UN-GGIM: Africa Gi4SD

African Action Plan

IGIF | NSDI        

ω CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
policies & infrastructures
ω bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ 5ŀǘŀ 

Infrastructure
ω LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ DŜƻǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ 

Information Frameworks

UN-GGIM.AFRICA | KEY PROGRAMMES & INITIATIVES



ÅStudy on developing an overarching mechanism for holistic geospatial information governance in 

Africa, with the overall objective of obtaining a high-level political recognition of the importance of 

geospatial information in Africa.

Å UN- IGIF : Several countries have continued the steps towards the development of their national action plan 

utilizing the UN-GGIM approach.

Å Most countries remain in the early stages of the needs assessment and situational analysis

Å Burundi, Mali, Mozambique and Rwanda, have achieved tangible results during the reporting period (2025). 

Å GSGF : The Regional Committee, through ECA and in partnership with the national statistical offices of 

Kenya, Togo and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United Nations Population 

Fund, organized several capacity-building workshops to empower participants with the skills and knowledge 

that are needed for the development of geocoding schemes for spatial analysis of census data in Africa

Knowledge 

Capacity

Integrated 

Frameworks

Meetings

Policy and legal 

frameworks

Å UN-GGIM: Africa 11th Session held back-to-back with the AfricaGIS Conference (17-21 Nov. 2025). 

Å The 11th Session was attended by more than 80 participants from about 26 African countries.

Å UN-GGIM 15th Session in New York 5-9 August 2025

Å IAC Meetings | UN-GGKIC | UN-GGCE

UN-GGIM.AFRICA |  OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES

ÅUnder the SDG Data Alliance, many States have taken steps to share and publish their national 

geospatial data sets, which are critical to tracking progress in the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda.



No sufficient funding 
Inability to communicate the Value Proposition
.

Lack of resources to work on tasks of the CAP

Language to support networking and knowledge sharing

Documents not available in all languages of the UN

inadequate infrastructure, high costs of services, and limited competition among 
providers, which contribute to the persistent gap in digital access across the continent.

Digital divide ς lack of technology; internet connection

Lack of involvement of all stakeholders of the national data ecosystem
 No champion at the top

On-boarding of key stakeholders

Lackof resources
Lack of clear policies to support data sharing 
.

Implementation challenges

UN-GGIM.AFRICA |  TYPICAL AND GLOBAL CHALLENGES



UN-GGIM.AFRICA |  OPPORTUNITIES

Long-term transformative development of capacities 

Enabling environments

Spatial awareness for common users

Capacities and Capabilities

Engagement

Inclusivity

Communities of Stakeholder

Respond to today needs 

Supports the achievement of the 

SDGs and the Africa we Want.    

Global Agenda

Communication, Coordination, 

Cooperation, and Collaboration

Partnerships

Uses Cases

Best practices

Knowledge management

Knowledge sharing

Appropriation

Cooperation

Country led, country owned

Leave no location behind

Country ownership 



ÓConvening

ÓOrganizing the twelfth meeting of the Regional Committee

ÓVenue and Date | To be determined

ÓGovernance

ÓCompleting the establishment of the overarching governance 
mechanism

Ó  Appointing a high-level advisory committee

Ó  Identifying an African geospatial champion and/or influential leaders 

ÓUN-IGIF

ÓFast-tracking the support to the development and full implementation of 
national action plans

ÓInnovation

ÓAppraising emerging trends and advancements such GeoAIΧ

UN-GGIM.AFRICA | NEXT STEPSé



KNOW MOREé
The African Action Plan  

English | 
www.uneca.org/sites/default/files
/PublicationFiles/un-ggim_-
_geospatial_information_for_susta
inable_development_in_africa-
20171115.pdf

French | 
www.uneca.org/sites/default/files
/PublicationFiles/geospatial_infor
mation_for_sustainable_developm
ent_in_africa_fre-20171115.pdf



UN-GGIM:Américas

REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF

UNITED NATIONS

ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

FOR THE AMERICAS

Highlights and Outcomes of the 
Twelfth Session of UN-GGIM: Americas

Side Events and Workshops
November 2025 | Santiago, Chile

Pamela Castillo Retamales
ExecutiveSecretary, UN-GGIM: Americas

9 February2026

http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/



Date:

November5, 6 and 7, 2025 (in person)

Venue:

Headquartersof the EconomicCommissionfor LatinAmerica
and the Caribbean(ECLAC), Santiago, Chile

Attendees:

Å 24 MemberStates

Å AcademicNetwork of the Americas(ANA)

Å PrivateSector Network of the Americas(PSN-A)

Å GeodeticReference Systemfor the Americas(SIRGAS)

Å Pan American Instituteof Geographyand History(PAIGH)

Å Co-chairUN-GGIM (Ms. Deirdre DalpiazBishop)

Å UN-GGIM Secretariat

Å UN-GGKIC

Å UN-GGCE

Å UN-GGIM: ArabStates(remoteparticipation)

Å Minister of National Assets of Chile (Mr. Francisco Figueroa)

Twelfth Session of the United Nations Regional Committee on Global Geospatial Information Management 
for the Americas (UN-DDLaΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎύ - Side Events and Workshops



Side events: 

1. "Working Group on Land Administration" ς 
Wednesday, November 5.

2. ά/!wLD9hέ ς Thursday, November 6.

3. ά/ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎ [!/ /ƘƛƭŜέ ς Thursday, November 6.

4. ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻƴ GeoAIέ ς Friday, 
November 7.

5. άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ά9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ DƻƻŘ 
tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ [ŀƴŘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ς Friday, 
November 7.

6. άtǊƛǾŀǘŜ {ŜŎǘƻǊ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎέ ς Friday, November 7.

Twelfth Session of the United Nations Regional Committee on Global Geospatial Information Management 
for the Americas (UN-DDLaΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎύ - Side Events and Workshops



CapacityBuildingWorkshop in Geodesyfor the Americason the
Transitionto a Modern GeospatialReference ςUN-GGCE

 Date:

November 3 - 7, 2025 (in person)

 Venue:

(ECLAC), Santiago, Chile

 Attendees:

50 people

Twelfth Session of the United Nations Regional Committee on Global Geospatial Information Management 
for the Americas (UN-DDLaΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎύ - Side Events and Workshops



Twelfth Session of the United Nations Regional Committee on Global Geospatial Information Management 
for the Americas (UN-DDLaΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎύ - Side Events and Workshops

Workshop on the UnitedNationsIntegratedGeospatialInformation
Framework (UN-IGIF), entitledάImplementationof GeospatialStrategies, 

FosteringDevelopment, Innovationand ResilienceΣέ ςUN-GGKIC

 Date:

November 3 and 4, 2025 (in person)

 Venue:

(ECLAC), Santiago, Chile

 Attendees:

24 Member States 



12/ 01

Report of the Secretariat on the Fifteenth Session of the UN-GGIM Committee of Experts

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Welcomed the Secretariat for the report on the decisions of the 15th Session of the UN-GGIM Committee of Experts and reaffirmed its commitment to 
developing a strategic plan for the Americas aligned with the UN-GGIM Strategic Framework 2025ς2030.

b) Expressed concern about the insufficient resources of the UN-GGIM Secretariat to support the monitoring and coordination of the work programme, 
and encouraged Member States to raise this concern with their ministries and Permanent Missions to the United Nations.

12/ 02

Report on the activities of the United Nations Regional Committee on Global Geospatial Information Management during the period 2022-2025

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Recognized the important contributions of PAIGH and SIRGAS in terms of resources, knowledge, and capacity development to the work and objectives 
of the regional committee.

12/ 03 

Report on subregional activities  

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Recognized the importance of the subregional meetings as spaces to share experiences and promote collaboration among the Member States of each 
subregion.

Main Decisions Adopted
Twelfth Session of the Americas (UN-GGIM: Americas)



12/ 04 

Working Groups Report

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Emphasized the urgent need to implement a training-of-trainers programme on the UN-IGIF, in collaboration with UN-GGKIC, to strengthen 
national capacities.

b) Highlighted the need to provide targeted technical assistance to support Member States in developing country-level UN-IGIF Action Plans.

c) Encouraged the organization of subregional and regional events to promote experience-sharing on geospatial information management and the 
implementation of strategic frameworks.

d) Expressed appreciation for the HLG-IGIF working groups, highlighting translation efforts and the need to further document UN-IGIF 
implementation experiences in the region.

e) Noted the Subcommittee on DŜƻŘŜǎȅΩǎ report and underscored the need to raise awareness of ƎŜƻŘŜǎȅΩǎ critical role as a foundation for satellite 
services, time synchronization, and essential infrastructures.

f) Supported the establishment of a Hybrid Centre for Effective Land Management and encouraged regional collaboration in developing the proposal 
for the Sixteenth Session of UN-GGIM.

Main Decisions Adopted
Twelfth Session of the Americas (UN-GGIM: Americas)



12/ 09 

GeoAI Community of Practice for the Americas

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Endorsed the establishment of the GeoAI Community of Practice, including its Terms of Reference and 2025ς2026 Work Plan, and supported the 
continued development of its activities and future work plans.

12/ 11 

Statutes of the Regional Committee

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Welcomed the proposed update to its Statutes , regarding Article 8, on the functions of the Members (countries); Article 10, Board of Directors; 
and Article 15, on the functions and responsibilities of the Subregional Vocals.

12/ 12 

Women's Community for UN-GGIM: Americas

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Agreed to the formation of the Community of Women for UN-GGIM: Americas and the establishment of a working committee to develop its terms 
of reference.

Main Decisions Adopted
Twelfth Session of the Americas (UN-GGIM: Americas)



12/ 14 

New Directive Board UN-GGIM: Americas 

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Acknowledged the new composition of the Directive Board, with Chile serving as President and Executive Secretariat; Brazil as Vice-President; 
Canada as Vocal for North America; Jamaica as Vocal for the Caribbean; Panama as Vocal for Central America; and Colombia as Vocal for South 
America.

12/ 15 

Thirteenth Session of UN-GGIM: Americas

UN-GGIM: Americas:

a) Noted Panama's inteest in hosting the Thirteenth Session of the Regional Committee in October 2026. 

Main Decisions Adopted
Twelfth Session of the Americas (UN-GGIM: Americas)



UN-GGIM Strategic Framework 2025-2030

UN-GGIM: Americas Strategic Plan 2026ς2029 ς Work Plan 2026

Guiding Document on Regional and Subregional Strategic 
Priorities for Geospatial Information Management in the 

Americas -  2026-2029

Strategic 
Definition

Priorities 
Activities 
Definition

Presentati
on and 

Feedback

Plan 
Endorsem

ent

Plan 
Execution

Aug 2025 Oct 2025 Nov 2025 Dec 2025 2026-2029



UN-GGIM: Americas Strategic Plan 2026ς2029 ς Work Plan 2026

Guiding Document on Regional and Subregional Strategic 
Priorities for Geospatial Information Management in the 

Americas -  2026-2029
¦ƴŘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΧ

ω Working Groups

UN-IGIF for the Americas

Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information (GT-IIEG)

Strategic Framework for Geospatial Information and Services for 
Disasters

SIRGAS

Effective Land Management

ω Thematic Networks

Academic Network of the Americas (ANA)

Private Sector Network of the Americas (PSN)

ω Communities

GeoAI Community of Practice

Women's Community for UN-GGIM: Americas

ω Vocals

Vocal for North America

Vocalfor CentralAmerica

Vocalfor Caribbean

Vocalfor SouthAmerica



UN-GGIM:Américas

REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF

UNITED NATIONS

ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

FOR THE AMERICAS

Thank you for your attention!

http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/

Pamela Castillo Retamales
ExecutiveSecretary, UN-GGIM: Americas

9 February2026

http://www.un-ggim-americas.org/



UN-GGIM for Arab States Progress Report
February 2026 ς Vienna, Austria



1. About UN-GGIM: AS

2. Working Groups

3. Main Initiatives

UN-GGIM: Arab State

Content



Vice President / Morocco

United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 
Management

United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 
Management for Arab States

President / Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Secretariat / Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Vice President / Algeria

UN-GGIM: AS

Vice President / Tunisia



Meeting Host Country Date

1 Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia нпπнр FEB нлмр

2 Algiers, Algeria млπмм JUN нлмр

3 Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates ноπнр FEBнлмс

4 Doha, Qatar нмπно FEB нлмт

5 Muscat, Oman мфπнм FEB нлму

6 Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia муπнл FEB нлмф

7 Algiers, Algeria мтπмф FEB нлнл

8 On Line Meeting, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ноFEB2021

9 On Line Meeting, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia нфMAR2022

10 Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates мнπмс FEBнлно

11 Doha, Qatar 4-8 FEB2024

12 Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 2-6 FEB2025

мо Tunis, Tunisia 3-4 FEB 2026

UN-GGIM: AS



UN-GGIM: AS

Thirteenth Plenary Meeting of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global 
Geospatial Information Management for the Arab States,

 3 - 4 February 2026, Tunis



UN-GGIM: AS

Thirteenth Plenary Meeting of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global 
Geospatial Information Management for the Arab States,

 3 - 4 February 2026, Tunis

The plenary meeting, hosted by the Tunisian National Centre for Cartography and 
Remote Sensing, was attended by about 40 participants from 10 Member States 
(Algeria, Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and United 
Arab Emirates), together with representatives from UNSD and partner organizations. 
The meeting reviewed regional progress in strengthening national geospatial 
information management arrangements with its working groups and Member States, 
primarily on geospatial governance and technical developments. Discussions 
highlighted the growing role of geospatial information in supporting national 
development, and growing national efforts to align with the United Nations Integrated 
Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF).



UN-GGIM: AS

Thirteenth Plenary Meeting of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global 
Geospatial Information Management for the Arab States,

 3 - 4 February 2026, Tunis

There was a growing appreciation for the disparities in geospatial capabilities and 
practical implementation within the region. Representatives noted that addressing 
these divides requires sustained political will, leadership and nationally grounded, 
practical solutions, in addition to technical interventions. While external support was 
recognized as valuable, the Regional Committee was urged to strengthen national 
capabilities through sustained investment in people, institutions, and the production of 
quality, timely and reliable geospatial information.



UN-GGIM: AS

Thirteenth Plenary Meeting of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global 
Geospatial Information Management for the Arab States,

 3 - 4 February 2026, Tunis

The plenary meeting awaits activities of the United Nations Global Geospatial 
Ecosystem Centre of Excellence in Riyadh to strengthen national geospatial capabilities 
that will improve understanding of relationships between people and place, events 
and activities, and risks and opportunities, thereby enhancing monitoring of 
development outcomes and supporting evidence-based decision-making.

On the matter of the secretariat for UN-GGIM: Arab States Request the United Nations 
Global Geospatial Ecosystem Centre of Excellence to assume the secretariat for UN-
GGIM: Arab States once the Centre in Riyadh is established.



Working Groups

ÅGeodetic Framework Working Group

ÅGeospatial Governance Working Group

ÅUN-IGIF Working Group

UN-GGIM: AS



Å Approval of the Terms of Reference and Strategic Plan of the Geodetic Framework 

Working Group during the coming period (2024-2028), to include the following:

Å Harmonize efforts to implement UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/69/266 entitled 

"Global Geodetic Reference Framework for Sustainable Development", including the 

Subcommittee on Geodesy, and through cooperation with the United Nations Global 

Centre of Geodetic Excellence.

Å Coordination and cooperation between the Arab States Committee and the international 

geodetic organizations to intensify national and regional reference information and 

contribute to global geodetic supply chains.

Å Enhance geodetic capabilities through training sessions and workshops, and 

communicate the importance of geodesy to social, environmental, and economic gains at 

the national, regional and global levels.

The Arab States Committee contacted the International Association of 

Geodesy (IAG) requesting coordination for the transfer of the Arab Geodetic 

Reference Project (ARABREF) from the Arab Committee and its registration 

within the frameworks of regional references under the International 

Association of Geodesy (IAG).

UN-GGIM: AS

Geodetic Framework Working Group 



Å Approval of the Terms of Reference and Strategic Plan for the Geospatial Governance Working Group during the coming period 

(2024-2028), to include the following:

Å Reaching a proposed governance model to develop action plans at the country level to activate the United Nations Integrated 

Geospatial Information Framework, considering that these plans are of particular importance to the members of the Group of Arab 

States.

Å Identify mandates and governance arrangements that countries may encounter and identify methodologies to deal with all 

expectations that may include policies, laws, directives, standards, and other mandates.

Å Introduce leadership skills, useful experience, and acquired training sessions that improve the integrated management of geospatial 

information for the members of the Group of Arab States.

Å Develop a partnership and communication plan that includes other levels of government, potential stakeholders, foundations and 

NGOs, and users.

UN-GGIM: AS

Geospatial Governance Working Group 



UN-GGIM: AS

Host the Third Meeting of the UN- Working Group on Policy and Legal Frameworks for Geospatial Information Management

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 7-9 October 2025



Å Approval of the Terms of Reference and Strategic Plan of the United Nations Integrated Geospatial 

Information Framework Working Group during the coming period (2024-2028), to include the 

following:

Å Promote the development and strengthening of integrated geospatial information management 

of Member States while benefiting from the United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information 

Framework (UN-IGIF), which includes a comprehensive strategy, an implementation guide and a 

country-level action plan.

Å Encourage the use of internationally agreed geospatial information frameworks, rules, manuals, 

and schemas to improve the growing needs, concerns, and requirements for the interdependence 

of stakeholders and users of geospatial information.

Å Support the Committee of Experts in developing norms, principles, guidelines and standards to 

increase the availability of timely, reliable and accessible high-quality geospatial information, 

including developing innovation, increasing consumption, and facilitating distribution.

UN-GGIM: AS

UN-IGIF Working Group 



UN-GGIM:AS Efforts in Implementing the IGIF



UN-GGIM:AS is a member of the High-Level Group of the Integrated Geospatial Information 

Framework (HLG-IGIF), and the following are the contribution to the HLG-IGIF:

UN-GGIM:AS Efforts in Implementing the IGIF

UN-GGIM:AS Meeting:

ÅWorkshop on Enhancing National Geospatial Information Management in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 

during the period 12-13 February 2023.

ÅWorkshop on Enhancing National Geospatial Information Management in Doha, Qatar, 5 February 2024.

ÅWorkshop on Enhancing National Geospatial Information Management in Jeddah, KSA, 2 February 2025.



Translation of the second part of the Integrated Framework for Geospatial Information - Kingdom of Morocco

UN-GGIM:AS Efforts in Implementing the IGIF

І Selected tracks + appendices Designated Member
Solve the 

puzzle
Solve the puzzle Kingdom of Morocco

1 Governance and Institutions Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

2 Policy and Legal Kingdom of Morocco

3 Financial Kingdom of Morocco

п Data Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

5 Innovation Kingdom of Morocco

6 Standards Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

7 Partnership United Arab Emirates

8 Capacity and Education United Arab Emirates

9 Communication & Engagement United Arab Emirates

The work program for the revision of the translation of the second edition of the Executive Manual from 
English into Arabic is developed as follows:



Writing Team on Geospatial Information Ecosystem

The Defining Principles of the Future Geospatial Ecosystem are; Purpose-driven to support discission 
making, Transformative by Leveraging AI, machine learning, and new technologies, Interoperability 
by Adapting to emerging trends and ensuring system compatibility, Inclusive & Collaborative 
through engaging diverse stakeholders, and Sustainability for long-term efficiency and resource 
optimization.

The Kingdome of Saudi Arabia is a Co-convening the writing team to shape the geospatial 
ecosystem.
And an Advocating member for globally inclusive frameworks to bridge the digital divide.

The Future Trend for the Geospatial Information Ecosystem is to Develop the Positioning of the 
Future Geospatial Ecosystem, by Fostering Dialogue on the Future Digital and Geospatial Ecosystem 
and Mapping the Wider Digital Ecosystem via a Survey.



Rationale

UN-GGIM: AS and UN-GGIM: AP Collaboration

The Arab States and Asia Pacific regional committees have a unique and diverse challenges 

and solutions that can benefit inter-region collaboration. The geographic proximity of the 

regions is another reason which will make the cross-collaboration between the committees, 

effective. 



Vision

Resolve regional issues by 
collective experience and 

knowledge-sharing

Mission

To foster collaborative efforts 
within UN-GGIM regions 

utilizing regional solutions.

Objective

The regional committee of 
the Arab States and Asia 

Pacific commit to developing 
a shared understanding and 
solutions addressing regional 

challenges.

UN-GGIM: AS and UN-GGIM: AP Collaboration



UN-GGIM: AS and UN-GGIM: AP Collaboration

Region Area of collaboration Indicative dates Anticipated Outcomes

UN-GGIM 
Asia Pacific 

I Disaster Management experience: The Asia Pacific region working group on disaster 
will present and share knowledge to UNGGIM Arab States in a workshop.

2024 Arab States 
UNGGIM Meeting 

Joint initiatives / Data 
Sharing/ Knowledge 
sharing/ Capacity building 
between the regions.

UN-GGIM 
Arab States

II Policy and Standards Experience: The Arab States will present their experience and 
share the knowledge with UNGGIM Asia Pacific colleagues in a workshop

2024 Asia Pacific 
UNGGIM Meeting

Joint initiatives / Data 
Sharing/ Knowledge 
sharing/ Capacity building 
between the regions.

UN-GGIM 
Asia Pacific 

III Land Management:  The Asia Pacific region will share its experience on the topic of 
Land Management with !Ǌŀō ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻǊ ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜΦ

2025 Arab States 
UNGGIM Meeting 

Joint initiatives / Data 
Sharing/ Knowledge 
sharing/ Capacity building 
between the regions.

UN-GGIM 
Arab States

IV Geospatial Ecosystem Experience: The Arab States will present their experience and 
share the knowledge with UNGGIM Asia Pacific colleagues in a workshop on the topic 
of Geospatial Ecosystems

2025 Asia Pacific 
UNGGIM Meeting

Joint initiatives / Data 
Sharing/ Knowledge 
sharing/ Capacity building 
between the regions.

Work plan





Key outcomes of the 14 th Plenary meeting   
 and workplan for 2026

Co-Chairs of the UN -GGIM-AP



Key outcomes of the UN-GGIM-AP-14  
25-26, September 2025, Goyang, Republic of Korea 



Co-Chairs:

Ç India, represented by Mr. Hitesh 
Kumar S Makwana

ÇRepublic of Korea, represented by 
Mr. Woosug Cho 

Elected new Executive Board for 2026-2028



Vice-Chairs:
Ç China, represented by Ms. Wenli Feng
Ç Indonesia, represented by Mr.  Dheny Trie Wahyu Sampurno
Ç Singapore, represented by Mr. Victor Khoo

Members:
Ç Armenia, represented by Mr. Aram Gugarats
Ç Australia, represented by Ms. Maree Wilson
Ç Fiji, represented by Mr. Joeli Biu
Ç Islamic Republic of Iran, represented by Mr. Seyed Eskandar Seidaiy
Ç Japan, represented by Mr. Yo IIDA
Ç Malaysia, represented by Mr. Hazri bin Hassan
Ç Maldives, represented by Mr. Mohamed Shafee
Ç Mongolia, represented by Mr. Enkhmanlai Anand 
Ç Pakistan, represented by Mr. Nadeem Ahmad Ch.
Ç Russian Federation, represented by Mr. TRIFONOV Alexey
Ç Tonga, represented by Mr. Viliami Folau

Elected new Executive Board for 2026 -2028



Established five working groups

Working  Group 1: Geodetic Reference Frame

ÇChair: Mr. Basara Miyahara (Japan)

ÇVice-Chairs:

o Mr. Guorong Hu (Australia)

o Mr. Yamin Dang (China)

o Mr. Asakaia Tabu (Fiji)

o Mr. Sandeep Srivastava (India)

o Mr. Febrylian Fahmi Chabibi (Indonesia)

o Mr. Seyed Abdoreza Saadat Mirghadim (Islamic Republic of Iran )

o Mr. Ahmad Sanusi bin Che Cob (Malysia)

o Ms. Dalkhaa Munkhtsetseg (Mongolia)

o Mr. Nick Donnely (New Zealand)

o Ms. Seohee Park (Republic of Korea)

o Mr. Evert Mulder (Singapore)

Working  Group 2: Integrated Geospatial Information  for  Effective 

Land Administration

ÇChair: Mr. Victor Khoo (Singapore)

ÇVice-Chairs: 

o Mr. Greg Ledwidge (Australia)

o Ms. Zhiling Huang (China)

o Mr. Pardeep Singh (India)

o Ms. Wulan Yustia Sahroni (Indonesia)

Working  Group 3: Integrating Geospatial Information  and Statistics

ÇChair: Mr. Seyed Eskandar Seydaei (Islamic Republic of Iran)

ÇVice-Chair:

o Mr. Shailesh Kumar Sinha (India)

o Ms. Diah Retno Minarni (Indonesia)

Working  Group 4: Integrated Geospatial Information  Framework

ÇChair: Mr. Pankaj Mishra (India)

ÇVice-Chair:

o Mr. Tandang Yuliadi Dwi Putra

Working  Group 5: GeoAI for  Sustainable Development (New)

ÇChair: Mr. Shu Peng (China)

ÇVice-Chairs: 

o Mr. Mahesh Ravindranathan (India)

o Mr. Winhard Tampubolon (Indonesia)

o Expert from Japan

o Expert from Republic of Korea

o Expert from Singapore



Associate events during the UN-GGIM-AP-14   

Ç Executive Board meeting of the UN-GGIM-

AP

Ç Working Groups meetings of the UN-GGIM-

AP

Ç Global Seminar on Geo-Innovation & Geo-

Solutions: Shaping the Future, 24 Sept  

Ç UN-GGKIC Workshop: Implementing Geos

patial Leadership Strategies for UN-IGIF, 25 

Sept 

Ç Seminar on AI for geospatial applications, 24 

Sept 



The Regional Committee for Asia and the Pacific    

ÇEncouraging members to actively engage with the regional committee and to accelerate 
the implementation of the UN-IGIF, including modernizing their national operations, and 
acknowledging the importance and need for national geospatial mandate, strategy and 
action plan, according to the national circumstances;

ÇEmphasizing the importance of addressing regional priorities, enhancing regional 
capacities, and advancing the modernization of geospatial information management at 
the national level;

ÇEmphasizing the importance of engagement and coordination amongst all regional 
committees, functional groups, thematic networks, and United Nations global geospatial 
centres to avoid duplication;

ÇRequests the Regional Committee to continue to collaborate and cooperate with the 
Academic Network and the Private Sector Network for Asia and the Pacific, to provide 
knowledge transfer, technical assistance, and capacity-building opportunities for 
countries in Asia and the Pacific. 

Ç Request the Secretariat to find potential options for supporting the youth and young 
professionals in the activities of the Regional Committee.



Revised the Statutes of the Regional Committee

Recognizing the growing participation and dynamism of geospatial activities within Asia and the 
Pacific, and to encourage wider participation, it has decided to review and amend its Statutes and 
Rules of Procedure in relation to its membership and Executive Board;

ÇAmended the Statutes following:

!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ т ǘƻ άThe membership of the Committee shall consist of a single representative appointed by countries 
from Asia and the Pacific. In appointing their national representative, countries will seek to designate expert 
with specific knowledge of geospatial information management and its many interrelated fields. The list of 
countries from Asia and the Pacific region is advised by the United Nations. However, each country shall 
nominate a single representative to the Committee. Several additional persons may be nominated by the 
wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦέ

!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мл ǘƻ άThe Committee shall elect an Executive Board consisting of up to two co-chairs, up to three vice 
chairs, and up to eleven board members.έ

 



Workplan for 2026 

Ç Regular quarterly meeting between the Co-Chairs of the Secretariat
Ç Proposals for WGs: regular quarterly meeting, and to share the plan for 2026-2027
Ç India proposed to host the Executive Board meeting (waiting for final approval of the Government) in 

2026
Ç China proposed to host the 15th Plenary meeting of the UN-GGIM-AP(waiting for final approval of the 

Government) , in conjunction with SIDS GeoForum to be organized by UN-GGKIC, in Hainan Province, 
China, in September 2026

Ç Actively participate in the 16th session of UN-GGIM in New York in August 2026, and the 3UNWGIC in 
Riyadh, in November 2026. 

Ç Contribute to the writing group for the Hybrid Hub on Effective Land Administration, led by Chile
Ç Attend the annual session of other Regional Committees
Ç ESCAP and Thailand will co-organize the 5th Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for 

Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific, 29-30 October 2026, in Bangkok.



Thank you!



UN-GGIM: Europe update to 
UN-GGIM Expanded Bureau

Ingrid Vanden Berghe and James Norris

UN-GGIM: Europe Executive Committee

9 February 2026



Executive Committee
Chair

Å Ingrid Vanden Berghe ς Belgium

Members

Å Paul Becker ς Germany

Å Tomaz Petek ς Slovenia

Å Janusz Dygaszewicz ς Poland

ÅDarko Vucetic ς Serbia

Å James Norris ς United Kingdom

ÅMikko Lindholm ς Finland

ÅNeoclis Neocleous - Cyprus

The UN-GGIM Secretariat is provided by EuroGeographics under agreement with the Netherlands. 

It is funded by a coalition of the willing to cover operational costs. 



9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 
responsibility 

Support to the 
Chair 

distributing work 
and supporting 

leadership functions

Visibility and 
responsibility 

 ExCom members 
have clearly defined 
areas of focus and 

be visible to the 
community

Strategic 
integration

Each area of focus 
will align to the 

major themes of 
UN-GGIM: Europe 
and global priorities

Flexibility and 
Synergy

 Collaboration 
across themes, with 
an overlap between 

domains

ÅExCom members have been designated as 
focal points for each of UN-GGIMs main 
areas of activity. This is based on 
experience and interest.

ÅThese focal points will coordinate UN-
GGIM: Europe activities and contribute to 
relevant discussions. 

ÅThis is a new working arrangement for the 
regional committee. 

ÅIn addition, each of the ExCom members 
work is underpinned by four priorities: 



UN-GGIM: Europe

Updated strategy of UN-GGIM: Europe was adopted at the Regional Plenary in 2025.

Currently developing a new workplan to support the updated. 

 Vision & Mission Statement

Building on the overarching vision of UN-GGIM of positioning geospatial 

information to effectively address global challenges, UN-GGIM: Europe 

mission is: 

Maximise the use of geospatial information in Europe for a safer and 

more sustainable world. 

Through identifying opportunities, understanding and solving common 

challenges across the Europe Region. By collaborating with partners to 

enhance the use of geospatial data and its integration with statistics to 

inform and drive action.



UN-GGIM: Europe Strategy ς a reminder

Points for considerationé

Á Delivery and implementation will need to have impact for Member States
Á An approach to growing participation in tasks

Á High-level document

Á Is a five-year strategy for our region

Á Supports the overall objectives of UN-GGIM and links to 

the UN-GGIM Strategic Framework 2025-2030

Á Call to action for a wider participation and engagement

Á Based on three strategic pillars 

Á Will be translated into a work plan and supported by 

Member States



UN-GGIM: Europe Strategy 2025-2030

Sharing 
Knowledge

Raising 
Awareness

Strategic 
Leadership

Providing the tools for 
society to use 

geospatial information 
for good

Bringing everyone 
together by 

showcasing the added 
value of geospatial 

information

Providing strategic 
alignment with the 

wider European and 
global framework in 
which we operate

Prioritising 
contributions and 

creating a workplan to 
take action

Determining relevant 
partnerships and 

initiatives to leverage 
the work

Guiding the core 
areas of work and 

strengthen the role of 
UN-GGIM: Europe



The strategy is delivered through a Work Plan 
Χ ŀ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ 
and observer bodies to work together to progress key priorities that are relevant to the region 

Data Strategy and Policy

Å Contribute to the 
development of 
relevant policy and 
data strategies

Å Understand the links 
between European 
policy and the IGIF

Sustainable 
Development Goals

Å Showcasing the 
added value of 
integrating geospatial 
data with other data 
to address SDG 
indicators

Å Explore further 
requirements and 
practices on the use 
and integration of 
Earth Observation 
data

Data Integration

Å Maintain the active 
contribution on data 
methods and 
showcasing the value 
of integrating 
geospatial data with 
other data

Å Explore ways to 
support activities 
promoting geospatial 
and statistical data 
integration

Geodetic Reference 
Frames

Å Contribute to the 
activities of the 
Subcommittee of 
Geodesy

Å Focus on growing and 
sustaining the 
geodesy profession

Integrated Geospatial 
Information Framework

Å Provides support and 
input to European 
Members of the HLG-
IGIF

Å Contribute to the 
global tasks of HLG-
IGIF making sure 
regional concerns are 
raised and addressed

Å Understand issues 
and obstacles the 
Regional Members 
may face when 
looking to implement 
IGIF



2025 ς Reflecting on events

ÅWebinar series, 4 webinars reaching 305 attendees from 50 counties across 5 
continents

ÅGeodesy Capacity Development Workshop for Europe, GGCE UN Campus, Bonn, 
Germany 17-21 February 2025

Å11th Joint UN-GGIM: Europe ς ESS ς UNECE Meeting on the Integration of Statistical 
and Geospatial Information, Luxemburg, Spring 2025 

ÅTwelfth Plenary Meeting UN-GGIM: Europe, Brussels, 24-25 June 2025

Å60 Attendees from 23 Member States and 13 observers.



2026 ς Looking forward

ÅUN-GGIM: Europe Capacity Development week ς Vienna, February 
2026

ÅJoint UN-GGIM: Europe, ESS, UNECE workshop, Luxemburg, March 
2026

ÅThirteenth Plenary of UN-GGIM: Europe and Common day with the 
Conference of European Statisticians. Geneva, June 2026

ÅEuropean Forum for Geography and Statistics, Brussels, September 
2026



Call to action 

ÅContinuation of our joined-up approach to working across the UN-
GGIM Regional Committees 

ÅPromote key themes of diversity and inclusion across all UN-GGIMΩs 
activities 

ÅCommitment to embed the UN-GGIM Strategic Framework 2025-
2030 in the work of the Europe Region



Thank you for listening. 



United
Nations 

Global Geospatial Information Management
Statistics Division ҭ Department of Social and Economic Affairs

2. Agenda and organization of the meeting 

1. Introduction, welcome and opening addresses
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of the meeting
3. Update on the E/RES/2022/24 and the regular budget on the establishment of a Secretariat for the Committee
4. Updates on the UN Global Geospatial Centres of Excellence in Deqing, China, and Bonn, Germany, and on the status of the 

Centre of Excellence in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
5. Current programme of work and priorities of the Committee of Experts
6. Considerations on a global capacity development programme
7. Chairs of Regional committee and Thematic networks

a) Chair of Regional Committees
Å UN-GGIM Africa
Å UN-GGIM Americas
Å UN-GGIM Asia and the Pacific
Å UN-GGIM Arab States
Å UN-GGIM Europe

b) Chairs of Thematic Networks
Å UN Geospatial Network
Å UN-GGIM Academic Network
Å UN-GGIM Private Sector Network
Å UN-GGIM Geospatial Societies



Key highlights and outcomes

in alignment with the structures and work programmes

9 February 2026, Vienna

Dejan Jakovljevic

Chair of UN Geospatial Network 

Report to Expanded Bureau



Geospatial 

Societies

Academic 

Network

Private 

Sector 

Network

United 

Nations 

Geospatial 

Network

Americas Africa Europe
Asia 

Pacific

Arab 

States

U N - G G I M

R E G I O N A L  C O M M I T T E E S

B U R E A U

Co-Chair

Saudi Arabia

Co-Chair

South Africa

Co-Chair
United 
States

of America

Rapporteur

Fiji

OUR ROLE IN UN-GGIM ARCHITECTURE
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