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2. Agenda and organization of the meeting 

1. Introduction, welcome and opening addresses
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of the meeting
3. Update on the E/RES/2022/24 and the regular budget on the establishment of a Secretariat for the Committee
4. Updates on the UN Global Geospatial Centres of Excellence in Deqing, China, and Bonn, Germany, and on the status of the 

Centre of Excellence in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
5. Current programme of work and priorities of the Committee of Experts
6. Considerations on a global capacity development programme
7. Chairs of Regional committee and Thematic networks

a) Chairs of the Regional Committees
b) Chairs of the Thematic Networks

8. Discussions on key agenda items:
a) Proposed activities and considerations on the future geospatial information ecosystem
b) Addressing governance issues related to the global geodesy supply chain
c) Preparation of a comprehensive holistic report, including a workplan, on climate, environment and (disaster) resilience 

for the sixteenth session
9. Upcoming activities and events:

a) Preparatory activities and substantive contributions for the Third United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress
b) Considerations on the decisions and draft proposal of the international observance day for a ‘World Geospatial Day’
c) Upcoming sixteenth session of the Committee of Experts

10. Any other business
11. Summary, next steps and closing
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3. Update on the E/RES/2022/24 and the regular budget on the establishment of a 
Secretariat for the Committee

Current geospatial positions staffing situation:

GGIMS (XB)
1 P4 Geospatial Information Officer
1 P3 Geospatial Information Officer
1 GS6 Programme Assistant

GGIMS (RB)
1 P4 Geospatial Information Officer
1 P3 Geospatial Information Officer
1 GS6 Programme Assistant

Secretariat
1 P5 Chief Geospatial information Management
1 P4 Geospatial Information Officer
2 P3 Geospatial Information Officer
2 P2 Associate Geospatial Information Officer
1 GS6 Programme Assistant
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Established by an agreement between the United Nations and the 
Government of the People’s Republic of China on 20 May 2022 with actual 
operation on 16 Oct.,2023.
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Global Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation Centre
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Staff

HEAD D1 Senior Project Manager P5 Senior Geospatial Officer P5 

Policy Officer
P4

Tech Officer
 P4

Policy Officer
P3

Technical Chief
P3

Project Assistant
G6

Project Assistant
G5

Consultants： 3

Secondments：1

Interns：4

Volunteers：1

Geospatial Officer
 P4

Geospatial Officer
P3

Program Assistant
G6



New York, USA • August 3-8, 2025 

15th UN-GGIM PLENARY SESSION

Objectives:

• Update on  UN-GGKIC mandate

• Review geospatial trends
• Strengthening  governance
• Advancing geospatial innovation, 
• UNIGIF sustainable funding, 
• Global adoption and implementation

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (IAC) SIDE EVENT

Focus:
Implementation guidance & best practices; 
International collaboration frameworks; Technology 
transfer; Capacity building pathways

Participation:
IAC Members (19/23): International experts; 
Government representatives; Academic institutions; 
Private sector leaders; UN organizations

Outcome: Guidance for Capacity building and collaboration, webinars addressing 
national geospatial frameworks, climate resilience, and inclusive capacity

GEOSPATIAL LEADERSHIP FORUM SIDE EVENT (UN-GGIM Private 
Sector Network and the Academic Network)

Focus:
Future governance of geospatial information; Cross-
sector partnerships; Public-private collaboration; 
Youth empowerment and Innovation

Participation:

Government ministers; Private sector leaders; 
Academia; Civil society; Development agencies

Outcome: Leadership agenda for geospatial governance  finalized

:Strategic platform for advancing UN-IGIF priorities; Strengthened multi-stakeholder engagement

Addressing national

priorities
Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

Enabling innovation and 

technology 
Enhancing communication 

and awareness 

Developing leadership and 

collaboration 

HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
SIDE EVENT

Focus:

Contributed to a high-level side event highlighting 
the power of geospatial information for SDG 
monitoring. Showcased China's innovative 
approach using diverse data for global-to-local 
monitoring leveraging Earth observation and 
geospatial data disaggregation.



Deqing, China  •  October 20-24, 2025

Theme: Innovation, Leadership & Partnership

1,000+
Participants

60+
Member States

27
Countries Sponsored

10
Moganshan Talks

Strategic objectives

• Cultivate global geospatial leadership
• Accelerate UN-IGIF implementation
• Foster innovation & technology adoption
• Build cross-sector partnerships
• Engage youth & next generation
• Showcase global best practices

Program highlights

•  High-level Opening Ceremony & Remarks
• 10 Thematic Moganshan Talks
• UNIGIF Implementation experiences exchange
• Innovation Showcase & Technology Expo
• Youth Leadership Forum & Mentoring
• Global Alliances Launching

Key participants

• Government leaders & geospatial ministers
• Academic & research institutions (50+ universities)
• Private sector & technology companies
• International organizations & UN agencies
• NGOs & civil society representatives
• 27 participants from developing countries (sponsored)

Key Outcomes & Deliverables

• 10 Moganshan Talks successfully delivered
• Global Industry Alliance launched
• Global Public Goods Alliance established
• Geo Forum for SIDS announced (2026)
• Network strengthened across 60+ countries
• Leadership momentum sustained globally

Flagship event for the global geospatial community; Strong leadership engagement; Foundation for UNIGIF implementation

Addressing national

priorities
Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

Enabling innovation and 

technology 
Enhancing communication 

and awareness 

Developing leadership and 

collaboration 

UN GeoNow 2025
Flagship Global Leadership Event



15th Session and IAC meeting,New York  

Fifth Plenary Meeting of the High-level Group on UN-IGIF

   Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, February 2025

•Centre's Strategic Plan and Work Programme 2025. Emphasized UN-GGKIC's alignment with Committee strategic priorities and its pivotal role in empowering 
Member States, implementing the UN-IGIF, and promoting knowledge and innovation as a platform for partnerships.

Geospatial Leadership Training & Global Forum

 Melbourne, Australia, April 2025

•Under the theme: "Next-Generation Sustainability: Advancing the Future with Geospatial Intelligence." Empowered 70 in-person participants from 15 
countries (plus 100 online). Covered AI integration, indigenous land rights, data governance, and cross-sector collaboration for advancing 
geospatial intelligence.

Seminar on Spatiotemporal Intelligence 

  Deqing , China, June 2025

ÅCo-hosted with UN-GGIM: Asia and the Pacific. Drew over 70 participants with 19 expert presentations exploring digital transformation in land 

surveying, urban governance, disaster response, smart agriculture, and SDG monitoring.

Addressing national

priorities
Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

Enabling innovation and 

technology 
Enhancing communication 

and awareness 

Developing leadership and 

collaboration 



Workshops supporting annual regional committee sessions and focus on the implementation and good practices of the UN-IGIF 

ASIA-PACIFIC
14th Plenary, Goyang, Korea

September 24-26, 2025

Objectives:

Tech & IGIF convergence
Leadership competencies
Regional coordination

Participation:
25+ countries • ~100 participants • 7 UN-GGKIC 
sponsored

Challenges:
Capacity gaps
Technology adoption pace
Regional coordination

Outcome and Way Forward:

New AI WG established; Regional action plan with 
GGIM-AP; Member state IGIF presentations

AMERICAS
12th Session, Santiago, Chile

November 3-4, 2025

Objectives:

Regional strategies
CAP development
Resilience & innovation

Participation:

23 countries • Regional & development partners • Expert 
facilitators

Challenges:
Fragmented governance
Limited financing
Small island capacity

Outcome and Way Forward:

Regional collaboration; Public-private partnerships; 
Policy alignment strengthened

AFRICA
11th Plenary, Accra, Ghana

November 17-18, 2025

Objectives:

Digital transformation
Climate resilience
SDG acceleration

Participation:

30+ Member States • Regional institutions • 
Development partners

Challenges:
Infrastructure gaps

Political transitions

Funding sustainability

Way Forward:

Policy integration; Institutional resilience; Regional 
centers of excellence

Each convened regional committees with UN-GGKIC support; Regional coordination strengthened for 2026 implementation

Addressing national

priorities
Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

Enabling innovation and 

technology 
Enhancing communication 

and awareness 

Developing leadership and 

collaboration 

Global Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation Centre
Statistics Division – Department of Social and Economic Affairs



Subregional Workshops: Regional Capacity Building & Peer Learning

Targeted regional workshops to advance UN-IGIF implementation, strengthen governance, and build peer-to-peer networks across subregions

MOZAMBIQUE –SOUTHERN AFRICA

March 2025 

Participants:
25 representatives from 
Member States; 
Government officials; 
Geospatial experts

Objectives:

• IGIF implementation strategy

• Governance frameworks

• CAP development support

• Regional coordination

Key Outcomes:

• Regional roadmap finalized

• Peer networks established

• country engagement

• AU alignment

PANAMA WORKSHOP - AMERICAS

December 3-4, 2025

Participants:

23 Member States

Objectives:

• Regional strategies

• CAP development

• Climate resilience

• Financing models

Key Outcomes:

• Financing strategies

• Disaster resilience

• SIDS support plans

• Regional alliance

ASTANA WORKSHOP - CENTRAL ASIA

September 2025

Participants:

14 Member States; Central 
Asia subregion; UN 
agencies; Development 
partners

Objectives:

• National capacity assessment

• IGIF alignment

• Data infrastructure

• Leadership skills

Key Outcomes:

• Situational analyses

• Priority-SDG mapping

• Integration roadmap

• Central Asia network

Addressing national

priorities
Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

Enabling innovation and 

technology 
Enhancing communication 

and awareness 

Developing leadership and 

collaboration 

PANAMA

BURUNDI COMOROS

MOZAMBIQUE PANAMA CHILE BURUNDI COMOROS
ANTIGUA-
BARBUDA



Knowledge Sharing Initiatives
      GeoEmpower Webinar Series 

Monitoring the Blue Edge: Advances in Marine 
and Coastal Zone Mapping: 13-14 Oct, 2025

Capacity Development

Geospatial Leadership Workshop 20-24  October,2025

SIDS Big Earth Data workshop (Sept 26 participants)

Big Data for SDGs Forum participation (700+ attendees)

Sustainable Funding for Geospatial Information, 
January 28, 2026 

Objectives: UNIGIF for Marine & coastal zone mapping; 
Ecosystem resilience; AI-enabled monitoring

Objectives: Funding strategies, cost-benefit
analysis, and ROI frameworks for geospatial information

Å 20 lectures and round-table discussions
Å Experts from the UN System, CASM, UoM, international 

organizations, research institutions, and local authorities

Å Geospatial Big Data Supporting Evidence-Based Decision  in SIDS
Å implement the UN Integrated Geospatial Information Framework 

(UN-IGIF) for effective SDG implementation and monitoring

Workshop on GIS Technology and Application
 Deqing, China • June 2025

Addressed challenges of fragmented data systems, lack 
of technical capacity, and limited regional coordination. 
Developed actionable strategies for harmonizing 
national geospatial infrastructures

Geospatial Leadership Training & Global Forum
 Melbourne, Australia, April 2025

Advancing the Future with Geospatial Intelligence." Empowered 70 in-
person participants from 15 countries (plus 100 online). Covered AI 
integration, indigenous land rights, data governance, and cross-sector 
collaboration for advancing geospatial intelligence

Addressing national

priorities
Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

Enabling innovation and 

technology 
Enhancing communication 

and awareness 

Developing leadership and 

collaboration 
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Global Requirement
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benefits of geospatial information management as advocacy for political buy-in and support

Addressing national

priorities
Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

Enabling innovation and 

technology 
Enhancing communication 

and awareness 

Developing leadership and 

collaboration 

Global Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation Centre
Statistics Division – Department of Social and Economic Affairs



Keep Momentum in 2026

Together, advancing geospatial information for sustainable development

Goal 1              Leadership Development   Regional Cooperation; IAC/SC Meeting

Goal 2          National Priority Geospatial Knowledge for SDG; Training of Trainers 

Goal 3               Public Geospatial Knowledge Goods and Global Alliance

Goal 4           Global Geospatial Knowledge Hub with innovation and GeoAI

Goal 5             Communication and the Open Geospatial Knowledge



Updates and actions from 
the UN Global Geodetic 
Centre of Excellence

Nicholas Brown
Head of Office, UN-GGCE
UN Statistics Division



Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence
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All countries have strong support 
for geodesy which enables them to 
– together – accelerate the 
achievements of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and derive 
social, environmental and 
economic benefits.

Our Vision 

United Nations Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence



22
UN Campus, Bonn. Credits: UN Bonn Volker Lannert

Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence
Statistics Division – Department of Social and Economic Affairs

Our Team 

+ Virtual Secondees
Å Norway x2
Å France
Å Singapore
Å Japan
Å Spain
Å Technical 

University of 
Munich

+ Tobias Leffler
(Germany) 

United Nations Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence
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UN General Assembly resolution (2015) “A global geodetic reference frame for sustainable development” 

United Nations General Assembly resolution 69/266
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Weaknesses in the global geodesy supply chain
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RESOURCES
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EVIDENCE

RESOURCES

GOVERNANCE

CAPACITY

AWARENESS

1. Listen – Global Listening Tour (500 people, 110 countries) 
2. Document – Global Geodetic Needs Assessment
3. Plan – 1st Joint Development Plan for Global Geodesy

4. Hidden Risk (Report and Policy Brief)

7. European Commission Taskforce on Geodesy for Galileo

5. New national level geodesy working groups (Singapore, NZ, Belgium)

6. Joint Statement on geodesy at International Committee on GNSS

8. Four capacity development workshops (200 people, 110 countries)

9. Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding (52 participants)

10. Climate science and frequency protection policy briefs

13. State of Geodesy 2026 report (supply chain maturity assessment)

11. International Governance for Geodesy Options Paper

12. Communications and Stakeholder Engagement Plan
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Statistics Division – Department of Social and Economic Affairs

ÅAccurate and reliable satellite services.

ÅSatellite services required by governments and the private sector to support critical infrastructure 
operations, economic growth and societal needs.

What we want

State of Geodesy 2026

How do we achieve that?

Is the global geodesy supply chain accurate and reliable?

ÅNo.

Å You need an accurate and reliable global geodesy supply chain.



Stronger. Together.

 

  p   l   es 

    o     

 o    s 



Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence
Statistics Division – Department of Social and Economic Affairs

State of Geodesy 2026

Domains Average 

Score

Data Management 2.7

Data Products and Software 2.3

Asset and Infrastructure Management 2.3

Engagement and Collaboration 2.2

Innovation and Development 2.1

Governance and Strategy 1.8

Critical Pattern: Governance as cross-cutting constraint

ÅGovernance and financial management capabilities received the lowest level of 
maturity, indicating these functions are largely absent or operate ad-hoc without 
formal structures. Specifically:

ÅMandate development (1.0): No international organization has formal 
authority to develop, implement, or enforce policies for the GGSC.

ÅStrategic planning (1.0): Plans exist but lack governmental authority for 
implementation.

ÅFinancial management (1.0): No coordinated mechanisms for assessing 
needs, developing investment strategies, or allocating resources across the 
supply chain.

ÅRisk management (1.0): No systematic risk assessment or mitigation at 
supply chain level.

ÅThe Internation Association of Geodesy (IAG) provides effective scientific and 
technical coordination within its scope. However, as a scientific membership 
organisation, the IAG operates without governmental authority to direct Member 
State actions, mandate resource contributions, or enforce operational 
requirements beyond its member institutions.

ÅAt the intergovernmental level, UN General Assembly resolution 69/266 represents 
the strongest mandate for geodesy, but as a non-binding resolution, it encourages 
voluntary action without implementation mechanisms or accountability structures.
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5. Current programme of work and priorities of the Committee

ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24

5. Recognizes that, as the global role and relevance of the Committee of Experts continues to grow and expand, 

implementing and sustaining the mandate of the Committee without adequate, predictable and sustainable funding 

and support limits the potential of the full value of the Committeeôs normative and implementation work;

6. Decides to enhance the institutional arrangements of the Committee of Experts as a subsidiary body of the 

Economic and Social Council in charge of all matters related to geospatial information, geography, land 

administration and related topics, in accordance with the terms of reference annexed to the present resolution; 

7. Also decides to strengthen the work of the Committee of Experts, and requests the Secretary-General, in the context 

of his next budget proposal, to identify options to do so, within existing resources, including the establishment of a 

secretariat for the Committee, dedicated to the Committeeôs normative and implementation work on global geospatial 

information management; 

8. Confirms the inclusion of the annual session of the Committee of Experts within the regular calendar of conferences 

and meetings of the United Nations under the Economic and Social Council, inclusive of the provision of dedicated 

conference management services, interpretation and full support for the annual session of the Committee within 

existing resources.
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5. Current programme of work and priorities of the Committee

ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24 - TORs

a) Operating within agreed policies and institutional arrangements, and as an interconnected global community of 

practice, to provide the leadership to ensure that geospatial information and resources are coordinated, 

maintained, accessible and able to be leveraged by Member States and society to find sustainable solutions for 

social, economic and environmental development;

b) To provide a forum for coordination and dialogue with and among Member States, the regional committees and 

thematic networks of the Committee, and relevant international organizations, on enhanced cooperation in the field 

of global geospatial information management, and to make joint decisions and set directions on the production 

and use of geospatial information within national, regional and global policy frameworks;

c) To propose workplans and guidelines with a view to promoting common frameworks, principles, policies, 

methods, mechanisms and standards for the interoperability and interchangeability of geospatial data and 

services;
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5. Current programme of work and priorities of the Committee

ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24 - TORs

d) To provide a platform for the development of effective strategies on how to build and strengthen national capacity 

concerning geospatial information, especially in developing countries, and, in this regard, to assist interested 

countries in developing the full potential of geospatial information and the underlying enabling technology and 

services;

e) To improve the availability, quality, timeliness and disaggregation of geospatial data and information processes 

to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and other relevant, consensus-

driven and sustainable global development frameworks at all levels;

f) To compile and disseminate best practices and experiences of national, regional and international bodies on 

geospatial information related, inter alia, to integrated geospatial information management, legal instruments, 

management models and technical standards, thus contributing to the establishment of national geospatial and 

statistical frameworks and data infrastructures, while allowing for flexibility in the development of geospatial 

activities according to national priorities; 



Fifteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management – Reporting

E/C.20/2025/1 Provisional agenda for the fifteenth session […]
E/C.20/2025/2 Documentation for the session
E/C.20/2025/3 Organization of work 
E/C.20/2025/4 Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements
E/C.20/2025/5 Contribution of regional committees to the global geospatial information agenda
E/C.20/2025/6 Contribution of thematic networks to the global geospatial information agenda
E/C.20/2025/7 The future geospatial information ecosystem
E/C.20/2025/8 United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework
E/C.20/2025/9 Global geodetic reference frame
E/C.20/2025/10 Geospatial information for sustainable development
E/C.20/2025/11 Geospatial information for climate, environment and resilience
E/C.20/2025/12 Integration of geospatial, statistical and other related information
E/C.20/2025/13 Integrated geospatial information for effective land administration and management
E/C.20/2025/14 Integrated marine geospatial information
E/C.20/2025/15 Policy and legal frameworks, including issues related to authoritative data and emerging technologies
E/C.20/2025/16 Implementation and adoption of standards for the global geospatial information community
E/C.20/2025/17 Standardization of geographical names and collaboration with UNGEGN
E/C.20/2025/18 Contribution of UN global geospatial centres (away from Headquarters) to enhancing GGIM arrangements



Sixteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management – Reporting

E/C.20/2026/1 Provisional agenda for the fifteenth session […]
E/C.20/2026/2 Documentation for the session
E/C.20/2026/3 Organization of work 
E/C.20/2026/4 Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements
E/C.20/2026/5 Contribution of regional committees to the global geospatial information agenda
E/C.20/2026/6 Contribution of thematic networks to the global geospatial information agenda
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1. How do you see geospatial information best contributing to our global challenges into the future?

2. What are the critical priority  of the programme of work

3. What are the key messages and value that should be communicated through the Committee ? 

(particularly to diplomats, decision-makers, etcҿ+

ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24

5. Recognizes that, as the global role and relevance of the Committee of Experts continues to grow and expand, 

implementing and sustaining the mandate of the Committee without adequate, predictable and sustainable funding 

and support limits the potential of the full value of the Committeeôs normative and implementation work;

6. Decides to enhance the institutional arrangements of the Committee of Experts as a subsidiary body of the 

Economic and Social Council in charge of all matters related to geospatial information, geography, land 

administration and related topics, in accordance with the terms of reference annexed to the present resolution; 

7. Also decides to strengthen the work of the Committee of Experts, and requests the Secretary-General, in the context 

of his next budget proposal, to identify options to do so, within existing resources, including the establishment of a 

secretariat for the Committee, dedicated to the Committeeôs normative and implementation work on global geospatial 

information management; 

8. Confirms the inclusion of the annual session of the Committee of Experts within the regular calendar of conferences 

and meetings of the United Nations under the Economic and Social Council, inclusive of the provision of dedicated 

conference management services, interpretation and full support for the annual session of the Committee within 

existing resources.
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Agenda and organization of the meeting 

1. Introduction, welcome and opening addresses
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of the meeting
3. Update on the E/RES/2022/24 and the regular budget on the establishment of a Secretariat for the Committee
4. Updates on the UN Global Geospatial Centres of Excellence in Deqing, China, and Bonn, Germany, and on the status of the 

Centre of Excellence in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
5. Current programme of work and priorities of the Committee of Experts
6. Considerations on a global capacity development programme
7. Chairs of Regional committee and Thematic networks

a) Chairs of the Regional Committees
b) Chairs of the Thematic Networks

8. Discussions on key agenda items:
a) Proposed activities and considerations on the future geospatial information ecosystem
b) Addressing governance issues related to the global geodesy supply chain
c) Preparation of a comprehensive holistic report, including a workplan, on climate, environment and (disaster) resilience 

for the sixteenth session
9. Upcoming activities and events:

a) Preparatory activities and substantive contributions for the Third United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress
b) Considerations on the decisions and draft proposal of the international observance day for a ‘World Geospatial Day’
c) Upcoming sixteenth session of the Committee of Experts

10. Any other business
11. Summary, next steps and closing



CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Strengthening Member State Capabilities: 
A Unified Vision for Global Geospatial Capacity Development vision 

Objectives for the Expanded Bureau at this Meeting

Å To consider and provide views on a global capacity development programme on geospatial information 
management, including an initial roadmap, priority activities and considerations on partnerships and 
discuss a global capacity-development programme.

Å Use this meeting to consider and discuss gaps and opportunities for contributing to the development of a 
blueprint for a future comprehensive and coherent global capacity-development programme on geospatial 
information management, including priority activities and considerations on partnerships.



CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Context: DRAFT Discussion Paper, 13 August 2025

Å Fourteenth Session, Committee of Experts requested the Secretariat to focus in particular on:

Å Supporting the Bureau to develop a strategic framework for the period 2025–2030,

Å Strengthening effective global coordination and governance arrangements for the United Nations 
global geospatial centres, and

Å Supporting a global programme of national capacity development aligned with the Committee’s 
operations focused on the SDGs and the UN-IGIF.

Å Fifteenth Session, Committee of Experts requested the Bureau to work with the Secretariat to undertake a 
full review of the programme of work and priorities of the Committee, and on developing monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms for the delivery of the strategic objectives and priorities of the Committee, 
including a coherent global capacity-development programme.

Å Sixteenth Session, Committee of Experts ????



CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Reflections: How did we get here?

1. Mandate: ECOSOC Resolution 2011/24 establishing UN-GGIM. ECOSOC Resolution 2016/27 strengthening 
UN-GGIM. ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24 enhancing UN-GGIM.



CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

UN-GGIM Mandates

Å ECOSOC Resolution 2011/24 establishing UN-GGIM. ToRs, Objectives and Functions:

“To provide a platform for the development of effective strategies on how to build and strengthen national capacity 
concerning geospatial information, especially in developing countries, and, in this regard, to assist interested 
countries in developing the full potential of geospatial information and the underlying technology”

Å ECOSOC Resolution 2016/27 strengthening the institutional arrangements of UN-GGIM:

“Stresses the need to strengthen the coordination and coherence of global geospatial information management, in 
capacity-building………through appropriate coordination mechanisms”

“Acknowledges the importance of strengthening capacity-building in the area of geospatial information 
management and relevant statistical integration, especially in developing countries……..”

Å ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24 updated UN-GGIM ToRs, Objectives and Functions:

“To provide a platform for the development of effective strategies to build and strengthen national capacity 
concerning geospatial information, especially in developing countries, and to assist countries in developing the full 
potential of geospatial information and the underlying enabling technology and services”



CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Reflections: How did we get here?

1. Mandate: ECOSOC Resolution 2011/24 establishing UN-GGIM. ECOSOC Resolution 2016/27 strengthening 
UN-GGIM. ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24 enhancing UN-GGIM.

2. The 2030 Agenda provided a vital opportunity for UN-GGIM to contribute to the implementation of the 
SDGs through the lens of geospatial information. That opportunity generated the large proportion of 
activity for the Committee – particularly from 2016-2021.



2015: THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT



CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Reflections: How did we get here?

1. Mandate: ECOSOC Resolution 2011/24 establishing UN-GGIM. ECOSOC Resolution 2016/27 strengthening 
UN-GGIM. ECOSOC Resolution 2022/24 enhancing UN-GGIM.

2. The 2030 Agenda provided a vital opportunity for UN-GGIM to contribute to the implementation of the 
SDGs through the lens of geospatial information. That opportunity generated the large proportion of 
activity for the Committee – particularly from 2016-2021.

3. The Committee also developed 5-year ‘Strategic Frameworks’ in 2017, 2018 and 2025. All reference the 
need for capacity development. 2017-2021, 2018-2022, 2025-2030.

4. The 8 Goals of the UN-IGIF reflect a future state where countries have the capacity and skills to organize, 
manage, curate and leverage geospatial information to advance government policy and decision-making 
capabilities.

5. The whole construct of the UN-IGIF, paired with the resources of the UN Geospatial Centres, was to 
develop geospatial capacity in countries. Africa 2023.



AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES, UNECA, ETHIOPIA, 23-25 OCTOBER 2023



AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES: KEY MESSAGES, OCTOBER 2023

Å Challenges in engaging and working with colleagues across government, including national statistical 
offices, to integrate geospatial information, statistics, and other relevant data to produce ‘geospatially 
disaggregated’ indicators for visualizing and ‘story telling’ national development priorities and the SDGs.

Å Real frustrations in trying to improve the visibility and impact of national geospatial programs and 
agencies, and their contribution to national development and priorities.

Å The importance of leadership – including personal commitment and passion – and strategies that can be 
employed to grow geospatial leadership in organizations and across government, was highlighted.

Å A key element for success is having good governance structures and institutional arrangements in place, 
including government mandates and resources to ensure the sustainability of the UN-IGIF.

Å The importance of effective communication, and engagement, not only within their organizations, but 
also across government and amongst partners and stakeholders, was reiterated. The need to provide key 
messages and build multi-agency collaboration and integration.

Å A geospatial leadership and executive training program should be established within the program of the 
UN-GGKIC as a tangible outcome to decision 13/101(h) at thirteenth session of UN-GGIM.
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Challenge: Fragmented 
approaches

Uncoordinated and independent efforts:

ü Valuable capacity development work is occurring but is 
fragmented across the UN-GGIM architecture.

Resource imbalance:

ü The core coordinating Secretariat is under-resourced, while new 
Centres of Excellence hold valuable extrabudgetary resources.

Ad-hoc activities and lack of sustainable program:

ü Need an enduring program of structured activities, in lieu of 
disconnected events/capacity development support.

Solution:  
Coordinated 

global 
programme

• Vision: “a world where geospatial 
information solves local to global challenges”

• Built on a foundation of good governance 
through:

× Coordination, 

× Coherence,

× Collaboration, and

× Communication.



What do we need to consider?

The need for a global programme of capacity development is well understood and encoded in UN-GGIM and 
ECOSOC decisions. Developing and implementing a global programme, and ‘how we work together’, will need 
to address multiple existing situations and gaps across the UN-GGIM architecture in the next steps for the 
Expanded Bureau. Some of these include:

Å Limited detail/knowledge of what capacity development is being done, including activities and outcomes.

Å Imbalance of programmatic resources for capacity development. The Secretariat has very limited regular 
budget resources, while the Geospatial Centres have the majority of extra-budgetary resources.

Å Main capacity development potential is currently through the Geospatial Centres, the regional committees, 
and the HLG-IGIF Capacity Developing WG. But not clear how they can be used effectively.

Å Roles of the Geospatial Centres will be critical for the implementation of a national programme of capacity 
development, but greater coordination and collaboration will be required.

Å Well defined roles – of the Secretariat, the Bureau, regional committees, the Geospatial Centres, and the 
HLG-IGIF – will be critical and will require constant effort.

Å Safeguarding the Secretariat or at least ensuring it has the capacity itself to mobilize resources and 
crystalize a global capacity development programme, will be key.

CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME



What do we need to consider? (Continued)

Å What is the capacity development piece that is most needed in the first instance? A global capacity 
development programme for who and to do exactly what? There are multiple thematic areas, but where 
and who is the priority? Geospatial leadership versus UN-IGIF for example. Individual versus whole of 
government?

Å How do we actually do it? How do we bring the UN-GGIM pieces together? What is the path to 
implementation?

Å Expanded Bureau has a leadership role to play. To look at the options going forward and determine the 
directions for UN-GGIM and the global geospatial community.

Å YOU have done this before! And really well J……remember…..

CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME



Strengthening the Institutional 
Arrangements of UN-GGIM

Phase 1: Complete

National Awareness and 
Communication 
Materials, and 

Engagement Package

Phase 2: By Mar-Apr 2022

Formal Report submitted 
to ECOSOC in response to 

Resolution 2016/27

Phase 3: By July 2022

Drafting and submission 
of a Resolution to ECOSOC 

for adoption

Develop and providing simple 
communication messages and a 
timeline for countries to inform 
their Foreign Affairs and 
Permanent Missions.

Drafting of resolution that details 
the institutional arrangements and 
resources needed, and which will 
need to be supported and 
sponsored by Member States, as 
there will be budget implications.

Drafting, consulting and agreeing 
on the report and messages to 
ECOSOC, including suggesting 
the broad institutional 
arrangements and resources 
needed.



Meeting of the UN-GGIM Bureau and Friends of co-Chairs
Tuesday, 1 March 2022
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. (EST/New York)

Bureau and Friends of co-Chairs:
Australia, Belgium, Cameroon, Chile, Ethiopia, Germany, India, Japan, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Singapore, Slovenia, Sweden, Tonga, United Kingdom, United States

Provisional agenda:
1. To discuss “Next Steps” and “Phase 2” in preparation for in-person meeting in New York, 26-28 April 2022. There 

have been many valuable questions by Member States. Therefore, a Q&A will be provided for context and 
discussion.

2. To discuss the assessment the Bureau is presently undertaking for ECOSOC.



Looking to the Futureétime to invest in UN-GGIM

(2021)
Å The Bureau and friends of the co-Chairs Group will meet at the end of October and have an initial discussion on what are 

the key messages, what ‘strengthened’ institutional arrangement could be, and how to move forward.

Å Given the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change and lack of global resilience, the vision and mission of UN-GGIM (see UN-
GGIM: Europe Discussion Note) is now more important than ever, but this needs to be communicated and better 
understood. The UN-GGIM: Europe Strategy is timely and welcomed as a key communication tool. The Strategic Leadership 
pillar is particularly applicable to this discussion.

Å To assist the Bureau and friends of the co-Chairs Group, and the report to ECOSOC, inputs from UN-GGIM: Europe will 
provide a valuable starting context. Guided by the Draft Briefing Note provided to the Eleventh Session and the UN-GGIM: 
Europe Discussion Note, the UN-GGIM: Europe Breakout Sessions are requested to respond to the following 4 questions:

1. What is the overall societal value proposition of geospatial information?

2. How do you see geospatial information best contributing to our global challenges into the future?

3. What are the key messages that will resonate with diplomats and decision-makers?  

4. What do you see as the future of UN-GGIM and what we can offer?

Nothing is out of scope! How do we look to the future, invest in UN-GGIM, and 
keep all the work of the past decade together for the next decade and beyond? 

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/11th-Session/documents/Draft_UN-GGIM_ECOSOC_Briefing_%20Note_17Jun2021.pdf


Secretariat 
• UN-GGIM services including 

proceedings of functional groups
• Central coordination
• Facilitates access to capacity 

development 
resources/programs

• Oversight of Geospatial Centres
• Coordinating Functional Groups

Geospatial Centres
• Specialized operations and/or 

technical delivery
• Extra-budgetary resources
• Can be developed to address 

key needs/mandates of 
Functional Groups

Regional Committees 
• Localized needs assessments

and direct interfaces with 
Member States

• Co-develop and deliver in-depth 
workshops and capacity 
development activities tailored to 
regional needs

Member States / Countries
• Utilizing UN-IGIF
• Based on needs/gaps assessment, 

determines capacity development 
requirements

Functional Groups
• Created by the UN-GGIM 

Committee of Experts; work is 
primarily methodological and 
normative.

• Develop frameworks
• Coordinated and facilitated by 

Secretariat
• Can request support from 

Geospatial Centres, or create 
requirements for Centre work 
plans

UN-GGIM / Bureau
• Strategic oversight
• Governance and leadership for 

national capacity development

UN-GGIM 
Strategic 
Framework 
2025-2030

• Global programme of national 
capacity development

• Strengthening effective global 
coordination and governance 
for Geospatial Centres

Secretariat 
tasks/roles 

missing due to 
lack of funding:

Aligned with the 
Committee’s operations 

focused on the SDGs and the 
UN-IGIF

CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME



CONSIDERATIONS ON A GLOBAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Breakout Discussion in Groups

Acknowledging that a global programme of capacity development, as encoded in UN-GGIM and ECOSOC decisions, is 
urgently required, how we collectively work together to develop and implement such a programme will be critical and will 
need valuable inputs and leadership by the Expanded Bureau.

Guided by this initial discussion and the ‘DRAFT Discussion Paper, 13 August 2025’ provided to the Expanded Bureau, within 
small Breakout Groups you are requested to respond to the following 4 questions:

1. What is the global capacity development effort that is most needed in the first instance? What are the 

priority activities to demonstrate quick and tangible results?

2. How do you see the different elements of UN-GGIM (Expanded Bureau, Secretariat, Geospatial Centres, 

Regional Committees, HLG-IGIF, etc.) working together, and how should they be coordinated?

3. What UN-GGIM mechanisms/processes do you see as being the most effective in considering gaps and 

opportunities and determining an initial roadmap and path to implementation?

4. What are the key strategic actions/needs that will ensure a long-term and sustainable programme of global 

capacity development?  



A world where geospatial information
  solves local to global challenges

United
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