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The United Nations
Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial
Information Management is
a subsidiary expert body of
the Economic and Social
Council of the United
Nations. The Committee of
Experts is the peak
intergovernmental body to
liaise and coordinate among
Member States, and
between Member States,
international organizations
and stakeholders, to foster
better coordination and
coherence in geospatial
information management
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The United Nations System

SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

Intergovernmental and
Expert Bodies

+ Disarmament Commission

+ Human Rights Council
International Law Commission
Joint Inspection Unit (JIU)

+ United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law

Main Committees

Standing committees and
ad hoc bodles

SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

Funds and Programmes’
UNDP United Nations Development
Programme
* UNCDF United Nations
Capital Development Fund
* UNV United Nations Volunteers
UNEP® United Nations Environment
Programme
UNFPA United Nations Population Fund
UN-HABITAT® United Nations Human
Settlements Programme
UNICEF Unite¢ Nations Children’s Fund
WFP World Food Programme (UN/FAQ)

+ Counter-Terrorism Committee
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Research and Training

UNIDIR United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research

UNITAR United Nations Institute for
Training and Research

UNSSC United Nations System Staff
College

UNU United Nations University

+  Military Staff Committee

for Criminal Tribunals

COMMISSIONS AND OTHER SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

Functional Commissions

+ Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice

+ Narcotic Drugs

+ Population and Development

» Science and Technology for
Development

« Social Development

+ Statistics

+ Status of Women

* United Nations Forum on Forests

DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICES’

EOSG Executive Office of the
Secretary-General

DCO Development Coordination Office

DESA Department of Economic and
Social Affairs

DGACM Department for General
Assembly and Conference
Management

DGC Department of Global
Communications

DMSPC Department of Management
Strategy, Policy and Compliance

DOS Department of Operational
Support

Regional Commissions®

ECA Economic Commission for Africa
ECE Fconomic Commission for Europe
ECLAC Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean
ESCAP Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific
ESCWA Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia

DPO Department of Peace Operations

DPPA Department of Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs

DSS Department of Safety and Security

OCHA Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs

OCT Office of Counter-Terrorism

ODA Office for Disarmament Affairs

ODET Office for Digital and Emerging
Technologies

OHCHR Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights

010s Office of Internal Oversight Services

OLA Office of Legal Affairs

¥ ping op and special
political missions

Other Bodies®

Committee for Development Policy

+ Committee of Experts on Public
Administration

+ Committee on Non-Governmental
Organizations

. Forum on Indig

Issues

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme
on HIV/AIDS

UNGEGN United Nations Group of

UNGGIM Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information
Management

OOSA Office for Outer Space Affairs
OSAA Office of the Special Adviser on Africa
SRSG/CAAC Cffice of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-
General for Children and Armed Conflict
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General
on Sexual Viclence in Conflict
SRSG/VAC Office of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-
General on Violence Against Children
UNDRR United Nations Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction
UNODC' United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime

Other Entities

ITC International Trade Centre
(UN/WTO)

UNCTAD'® United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development

UNHCR! Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees

UNOPS' United Nations Office for
Project Services

UNRWA United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East

UN-WOMEN' United Nations Entity
for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women

- Standing committees and
ad hoc bodies

= Sanctions Committees

Research and Training

UNICRI United Nations Interregional
Crime and Justice Research
Institute

UNRISD United Nations Research
Institute for Social Development

UNOG United Nations Office at Geneva

UN-OHRLLS Office of the High
Representative for the Least
D ped C jes, Landl d
Developing Countries and Small
Island Developing States

UNON United Nations Office at Nairobi

UNOP? United Nations Office for
Partnerships

UNOV United Nations Office at Vienna

UN YOUTH United Nations Youth Office
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RELATED ORGANIZATIONS?

CTBTO Preparatory Commission
Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization

IAEA" International Atomic Energy Agency

ICC International Criminal Court

10M International Organization for Migration

ISA International Seabed Authority

ITLOS International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

OPCW Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical P
WTO World Trade Organization
[ Peacebuilding [l HLPF®

High-leve! Political
Forum on Sustainable

Commission

Development

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES™?

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development

ILO International Labour Organization

IMF International Monetary Fund

IMO International Maritime Organization

ITU International Tel lication Union

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization
UN TOURISM World Tourism Organization

UPU Universal Postal Union

WHO World Health Organization

WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization

WMO World Meteorological Organization

WORLD BANK GROUP®

* IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development

« IDAInternational Development Association
= IFCInternational Finance Corporation

Notes:
1 Member of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for

Ceerdination (CEB)

2 The United Nations Cffice for Partnerships is the focal point vis-a-vis the

United Nations Foundation, Inc.

3 These organizations are separate and independent from the United

Nations. They have been brought into relationship with the United Nations
through rafationship agreements.

4 The Trusteeship Council suspended operations on 1 November 1994, as

Palau, the last United Nations Trust Territory, became independent on
1 October 1994

S International Centre for Settlement of Invesiment Disputes (ICSID) and

Multilat

| Investment Agency (MIGA) are not specialized
agencies inaccordance with Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter, but are part
of the World Bank Group.

6 The secretariats of these organs are part of the United Nations Secretariat
7 The Secretariat also includes the following offices: the Cthics Office,

United Nations Ombudsman and Mediation Services, and the Office of
Administration of Justice.

8 Foracomplete list of ECOSOC subsidiary organs see un.org/ecosoc
9 HLPF was established by the General Assembly. Meetings of HLPF are

separately convened under the auspices of the General Assembly and of
the Economic and Social Council
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Programme of Work of the Committee of Experts

v Operations focused on SDGs and UN-IGIF (E/RES/2022/24)

v Provide the forum for coordination and dialogue with and among Member States, and
between Member States and relevant international organizations.

Convene annual sessions, make joint decisions and set directions.

Globally developed, consulted and consensus driven frameworks, norms, principles and
guides

Promote comprehensive dialogue, convene global forums/congresses

Coordination and coherence, expert consultations and meeting
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UN-GGIM Objectives

Reports directly to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

Discusses and coordinates geospatial information management activities by involving
Member States at the highest level

Makes joint decisions and sets directions on the use of geospatial information within
national, regional and global policy frameworks

Contribute collective knowledge as a community with shared interests and concerns,
address global issues and challenges

Develops effective strategies to strengthen and enhance nationally integrated geospatial
capacity and leadership particularly in developing countries
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Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
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UN-GGIM Architecture

Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair Rapporteur
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UN-GGIM Bureau
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Mohammed AlSayel Clinton Heimann Deirdre Dalpiaz Bishop Meizyanne Hicks
Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair Rapporteur
Saudi Arabia South Africa USA Fiji

BUREAU

Rule 7, The Committee shall elect three Co-Chairs and a Rapporteur during each session from
among its members, with due regard for the equitable geographical rotation of the officers
from among the regional groups. The Co-Chairs and the Rapporteur shall constitute the Bureau
of the Committee. The Bureau shall take on tasks designated by the Committee.

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
Secretariat




UN-GGIM Functional groups

HIGH-LEVEL GROUP

UN Integrated
Geospatial
Information

Framework
EXPERT GROUPS

( Geodesy E
Integration of
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National
Institutional
Arrangements

/

Information

Global
Fundamental Development of a
Geospatial Data Statement of
Themes ohared Principles
Trends in \
\

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
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UN-GGIM Latest decisions (Fifteenth session)

The Committee:

» established the UN-GGIM and IHO joint working group on marine geospatial
information, noted its terms of reference and working modalities, and noted that the
consolidation would optimize resources and enhance global coordination.

« emphasized the importance of capacity development and strengthened partnerships
to support implementation of the UN-IGIF-Hydro through Member States, regional
committees, United Nations entities, the IHO and other organizations

« and noted the need to address operational requirements and share good practices, in
particular for developing countries and the most vulnerable countries.

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
Secretariat




FRAMEWORKS

Sendai Framework Paris Agreement
for Disaster Risk on
Reduction Climate Change

Pact for the Future
Sevilla Commitment on Financing for Development

Our Ocean, Our Future:
Call for Action

ABAS: A Renewed Declaration for
Resilient Prosperity for SIDS

New Urban Agenda

Secretariat

GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT

GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL
FRAMEWORKS

Operational Framework for

Strategic Framework Global Statistical and Framework for Effective Intearated Marine Geospatial
on Geospatial Information Geospatial Framework Land Administration In?nrmatinn Mana eml:!nt
and Services for Disasters (GSGF) (FELA) g

(UN-IGIF-Hydro)

Global Fundamental Geospatial Data Themes
Global Geodetic Reference Frame (GGRF)
National Institutional Arrangements in Geospatial Information Management
Role of Standards in Geospatial Information Management

Statement of Shared Guiding Principles for Geospatial Information Management

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management


https://undocs.org/E/2016/27
https://ggim.un.org/documents/E_2022_68_e.pdf

United Nations Global Geodetic
Centre of Excellence
(Bonn, Germany)

United Nations Global Geospatial
Knowledge and Innovation Centre
(Deqing, China)

United Nations Global Geospatial
Ecosystem Centre of Excellence
(Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia)

Recognizing the importance of the
global geodesy supply chain, assist
Member  States  and geodetic
organizations to coordinate and
collaborate to implement A/RES/69/266
and to sustain, enhance, access and
utilize an accurate, accessible and
sustainable Global Geodetic Reference
Frame (GGRF) to support science,
society and global development

Develop and promote the required
knowledge, innovation, and leadership to
strengthen the adoption of geospatial
information to support the
implementation of national development
priorities and the SDGs, leveraging the
United Nations Integrated Geospatial
Information Framework, and where
Member States will have the ability to
integrate  and  deliver  national
geospatial information policy, systems,
services and capabilities into national
government  development  policies,
strategies, and arrangements

Support Member States and
stakeholders in enhancing global
geospatial information management

with the aim to progress towards a
future geospatial ecosystem where the
global geospatial information
community and stakeholders actively
engage and contribute sustainable real-
world solutions to humanity’s many
challenges, leveraging high-quality,
timely and reliable location-based
information and impactful geospatial
analytics including advancements in
geospatial technologies and artificial
intelligence systems towards new
geospatial approaches and capabilities
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UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL GEODETIC CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE (UN-GGCE)

UN CAMPUS, BONN, GERMANY

(established by an agreement between the United Nations and the Federated Republic of Germany on
7t October 2022)

The Overarching Goal of the UN-GGCE is to assist Member States and geodetic organizations to coordinate and
collaborate to sustain, enhance, access and utilize an accurate, accessible and sustainable Global Geodetic
Reference Frame (GGRF) to support science, society and global development.

UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL GEODETIC
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

Stronger . Together

First Joint Development Plan
for Global Geodesy

17 PARTNERSHIPS

FOR THE GOALS

https://qgim.un.org/UNGGCE/
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W& Nations
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https://ggim.un.org/UNGGCE/
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N CENTRE (UN-GGKIC),

(established by an agreement between the United Nations and the Government of the People’s Republic of

China on 20 May 2022)

The Overarching Goal of the UN-GGKIC is to work towards the
ambitions of implementation of the United Nations Integrated
Geospatial Information Framework set by Member States, to
develop capacity, promote and support the required innovation,
leadership, coordination and standards to develop, strengthen,
integrate and deliver national geospatial information policy, data,
systems, tools, services

and capabilities into their national government development
policies,

4 S CEE

v Capacity
O i/j development
®
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...Where geospatial solutions shape our world

To strengthen geospatial capacity, knowledge, and innovation to shape
countries, address national development priorities and accelerate the
implementation and achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals

To develop, promote and support the required geospatial innovation, leadership,

coordination, and standards to assist countries in their efforts to develop, strengthen,

integrate, and deliver national geospatial information policy, data, systems, tools,
services and capabilities for national development priorities

Knowledge

i - " Innovation &
Centre @

* technology

ol

strategies and arrangements. 5 & &y - - Z
Developing Addressing Enabling Enhancing
-« leadership and national priorities, innovation and communication

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
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Outcomes of the fifteenth session of the
Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
6 — 8 August 2025

Participation

« Number of Member States: 84
« Number of delegates: 296
« Number of Invited Observers (entities) 83
« Number of representatives: 93

« Total number of participants: 389

The report of the Committee of Experts on its fifteenth session is available online:
Report E/2025/46-E/C.20/2025/19
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/documents/

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

United Nations Secretariat ;
- . ggim.un.org
Global Geospatial Information Management




Sixteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management - Reporting

E/C.20/2026/1
E/C.20/2026/2
E/C.20/2026/3
E/C.20/2026/4
E/C.20/2026/5
E/C.20/2026/6
E/C.20/2026/7
E/C.20/2026/8
E/C.20/2026/9
E/C.20/2026/10
E/C.20/2026/11
E/C.20/2026/12
E/C.20/2026/13
[E/C.20/2026/14
E/C.20/2026/15
E/C.20/2026/16
E/C.20/2026/17
E/C.20/2026/18

g’ United
W89/ Nations

Summary reports: 29 Apr 2026
Provisional agenda for the sixteenth session[...] Full reports: 26 Jun 2026
Documentation for the session Background docs: 10 July 2026

Organization of work

Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements

Contribution of regional committees to the global geospatial information agenda

Contribution of thematic networks to the global geospatial information agenda

The future geospatial information ecosystem

United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework

Global geodetic reference frame

Geospatial information for sustainable development

Geospatial information for climate, environment and disaster resilience

Integration of geospatial, statistical and other related information

Integrated geospatial information for effective land administration and management

|Integrated marine geospatial information

Policy and legal frameworks, including issues related to authoritative data and emerging technologies
Implementation and adoption of standards for the global geospatial information community
Standardization of geographical names and collaboration with UNGEGN

Contribution of UN global geospatial centres (away from Headquarters) to enhancing GGIM arrangements

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
Secretariat




‘1 l', @"

Upcoming sixteenth session of the Committee of Experts s W

Sixteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global
Geospatial Information Management, 5 - 7 August 2026, UNHQ, New York

Side events on 3-4 August 2026

Reports timeline:

Summary reports: 29 April 2026
Full report: 26 June 2026
Background doc: 10 July 2026

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

U N GG I M United Nations Committee of Expertson WORKING GROUP ON R g
= Global Geospatial Information Management MARINE GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION i et )



Online side events on
‘the road to the fifteenth
session of UN-GGIM’

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-

committee/15th-

ko
é |

7 UN-GGIM

Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml

United Nations Committee of Expertson
Global Geospatial Information Management

WORKING GrOUP
MARINE GEOSPAT

The road to the fifteenth session UN-GGIM (Online events)

4 June 2025 (Wednesday)

Morning

Time: 08:00 - 09:00 a.m. EDT
Strategic Framework 2025-2030:
information session and survey
presentation

I Organizer: Bureauw/Secretariat
0 Online

# Register here

27 June 2025 (Friday)

Morning

Time: 8:00 - 10:30 a.m. EDT
Interregional dialogue: The Global
Statistical and Geospatial Framework
I Crganizer; UN-GGIM: Americas
O Online

# Register here

17 July 2025 (Thursday)

Morning

Time: 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. EDT
Unlocking FELA- A Global Dialogue on
Land Administration

I Organizer: EG-LAM

0 Online

# Register here

11 June 2025 (Wednesday)

Morning

Time: 08:00 - 10:00 a.m. EDT

Interregional dialogue: Implementing the

UN Integrated Geospatial Information
Framework

I Organizer: UN-GGIM: Americas
0 Online

# Register here

3 July 2025 (Thursday)
Morning

Time: 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. EDT
Introduction 1: Getting ready before the
session

I Organizer: Bureau

O Online

# Register here

18 June 2025 (Wednesday)

Morning

Time: 8:00 - 09:00 a.m. EDT
Future Geospatial Infromation
Ecosystem

I Organizer: WT on the Future
Geospatial Information Ecosystem
0 Online

# Register here

10 July 2025 (Thursday)

Morning

Time: 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. EDT
Interregional dialogue: GeoAl (Arificial
Intelligence)

I Organizer: UN-GGIM: Americas

0 Online

# Register here
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Th|rd United Nations
World Geospatial Information Congress

Navigating the Next Frontier: :
Embracing the Digital Renaissance and a New Geospatial Paradlgm

Ritz-Carlton Jeddah, Saudi lirabia
16-19 November 2026
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. §\ Third United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress
t ,sﬂ‘ Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 16 — 19 November 2026

QT

Navigating the Next 'rontier: Embracing Digital Renaissance and a New Geospatial Paradigm


https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/jeddah
https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/jeddah
https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/jeddah

Global Platform: Quadrennial flagship congress convened
and organized by the UN as mandated by UN-GGIM, hosted
and supported by Saudi Arabia

Date & Venue: 16—19 November 2026, Ritz-Carlton Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia

Overview of

th e 3 rd Theme: “Navigating the Next Frontier: Embracing the Digital
Renaissance and a New Geospatial Paradigm.” Emphasizes
U NWG I C reimagining geospatial information for collective well-being

Scope & Participants: High-level multi-stakeholder event to
co-create geospatial solutions for global-to-local impact.
Expect ~1,800 participants from around the world

4 - . . . ~ . . -
\‘;f % \‘\{, C?\ /A% | Third United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress hosted by:
\1{\: z!‘/\// <“j t&\f‘:ﬂ"'" Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 16 — 19 November 2026 GEOSA ¢
k2 v s
s Py " Vavigating the Next F'rontier: Embracing Digital Renaissance and a New Geospatial Paradigm ,(,"

UNITED NATIONS



Proposed timeline for the global call for abstracts
(for the expected 144 speaking opportunities)

more info: https.//ggim.un.org/3UNWGIC

- Call for Abstracts Opens: 23 February 2026
» Submission Deadline Extended: 6 May at 23:59 UTC
 Review Period: 25 April to 26 June 2026
* Notification of Selection: Beginning 15 June 2026
(notification will be carried out progressively)
« Speaker Registration Deadline: 17 July 2026
+ Congress Attendance: 16 - 19 November 2026

Z5\ C‘ (AT ¥\ | Third United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress hosted by:

N
N
z [\// ‘t"\,,w‘ 0 Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 16 — 19 November 2026 GEOSA <>
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United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF)

9 Strategic Pathways
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United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF)

Support Effective Administration of
Land (UN-FELA), Coasts, Seas and
Oceans (UN-IGIF-Hydro)

Advance National Development
Priorities

Modernize National Geospatial
Capacities

Advance Integrated Geospatial
Information in Broader Digital
Information Ecosystem

Support SDGs Global Indicator
Framework and the Integration of
Statistical and Geospatial Information
(GSGF)

UN-1GIF

INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL
INFORMATION FRAMEWORK

Manage Impacts of Climate
Change and Improve Resilience

Improve Health Care Delivery
and Response

Advance the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

Facilitate Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
(SFGIS4D)

Basis for Integrating the Terrestrial,
Maritime and Cadastral Domains
(UN-FELA/UN-IGIF-Hydro)

The United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) provides an overarching paradigm to
further strengthen nationally integrated geospatial information management, not only for Member States that were
in the early stages of adopting spatial data infrastructures but also for those that had already successfully
implemented spatial data infrastructure capabilities.

(Eleventh session, Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management, August 2021)

Positioning geospatial information to effectively address local to global challenges
ggim.un.org

United Nations Secretariat for the
U N o G G I M Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management




United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF)

ountry-level
ction Plans

Implementatlon
Guide

Overarching
Strategic
Framework

J>ﬁ

National

Implementation Guide

(0]
-
(O
Q.
(7]
(@)
<)
O
1)
Q
-
(40)
(e]0)]
Q
o+
=

Information Framework
National (or sub-national)
Action Plans/Delivery System

How, when, who?

=
=
<

*J

Part3 |

Part 1: Overarching Strategic Framework — WHY geospatial information is a critical element of national social
and economic development and needs to be strengthened.

Part 2: Implementation Guide — WHAT actions can be taken to strengthen geospatial information management.
Part 3: Country-level Action Plans — HOW the actions will be carried out, WHEN and by WHOM.

https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/
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Enhancing Communication & Awareness

Benefits of geospatial information management as advocacy for political buy-in and support

Priority Activity 1

Design, develop, and
implement a comprehensive
UN-IGIF communications and

awareness proqram to

promote understanding
adoption, and
implementation of the UN-
IGIF among Member States
and key stakeholders.

Priority Activity 4

Finalize, update, and
strategically enhance the
UN-|GIF suite of documents

to support ongoing
implementation and
adaptation.

IGIF Advancing National Sustainable Developm
with Geospatial Information

FROM DATA TO INSIGHT

In today’s rapidly changing world, government leaders are responsible for addressing Society’s mast critical
and urgent issues, including climate change, land management, and public health delivery. They must make
quick decisions on complex issues, with outcomes that profoundly Impact the lives of citizens. Effective decision
making in this context requires not just dota, but actionable insights. Governments must capture and integrate
dato, add context and visualization, and deliver it in real-time to decision-makers to achieve the actionable
insights needed for sustainable social, economic, and environmental developmen.

THE POWER OF LOCATION DATA

At the heart of today’s most urgent cha

a common factor: location. Whether it's managing

natural hazards, optimizing agricultural out or
planning urban deveiopment—unde nding the

Todaton son

lenges lies

Xt is crucial

This geospatial information provides a unique
perspective through which government leaders can
view and address national priorities and issues. It
can take a range of different forms from foundational
data such as geological, topographic,
hydrographic mapping that provides the critical
contextual information, on top of which dynamic
r-real-time data such as that provided from
atellites, mobile phones, and sensors can be overlaid
and understood

By integrating geospatial information with statistical
and other data from across sectors, such as public
health, energy, transportation, and more, leaders can
gain acomprehensive understanding of the challenges
and opportunities facing their communties.

THE KEY ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS
INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION
FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

Recognizing that countries need support in advancing
the full potential of geospatial information and i 3
applicatin, the Uited Nations and the World Bank TRORLOG - P e e . convecn
dewioped, the Intdeaiad sso e’ inko technologies to facilitate seamless data exchange
tamawark, (UNHIGE). THE fiauidiork. fro across sectors and organizations, enhancing_the
comprehensive and adaptable guide for enhancing efficiency and accuracy of data integration, analys's
sp abilities, which is crucial for addressing and G@serTinakion

national sustainable develops forities.

GOVERNANCE- Assisting
geospatial policies, governance struct
frameworks, and approaches
funding mechanisms to enable
information management

ation
ides a

PEOPLE - Emphasizing, the importance of engaging
stakeholders and building the skills and expertise
of the workforce, the UN-IGIF provides resources
and guidance for effective communication and
collaboration with focal communities, government
agencies, and other takehalders who have 3 citca
role in managing geospatial dat e collective
ORI of meeting nationel development goals

The UN-GIF provides tools to support effective
land administration, sta m

disaster management, climate resilience,
transformation, and mare. It Is built upon
implemented through nine strategic pathws
three key areas: Governance, Technology, and People.

KEY BENEFITS OF UN-IGIF

The nine strategic pathways provide crucial support for

national development. By adopting the UN-IGIF, countries

can leverage the full potential of geospatial data

informed decision-making, f v

sustainable growth. The benefits of UNJGIF are wide
ove conomy, and society:

: improves policy and decision making,
ation, service: delivery, emergency

encies across multiple agencie:
Edaas "dhs(\m.vnluﬂqmﬁ and wats

Y. »)lullmm .ﬂ development, leading to more
ffectiv, resbent andrespanshe Bovernance

Economy: Boosts productiviy,

new products and services, improv
logistics, enables effcient re:
drives h, sparks innovation an
ts, and enhances profits,
ind thriving econormy.

sters innovative

technology ach
feading to » dyna

Improves access 0

Society:
0y health outcomes, standards of I
ter prey ,rﬂlrm» \mi"m

community

Leaders are encouraged to leverage this powerful tool
to navigate national challenges and steer their countries
toward a more prosperous future.

A STRONG RETURN ON INVESTMENT

gnificant
studies, including those
h«mr. significant returns or
For example, improved

( lImize recovery costs,
while r“'(—"vlv land administration can boost revenues.

Investing i geospatial Information
and infrastru also  provides
direct benefits. It enhances
ency and effectiveness :»

environmental Impac

and modeling, and

tainable use and management of .

o Dokl drect 8nd. InGHEEt Scmomic Benefis:ars
K

demonstrated & very impressive. 8:1 Benetitcont T

r, without planned and coordinated data capture
2. geospatial data can become mare costly for
v s d s might
Siready be collecting location data for cadastral, defence,
land administration, emergency managment, or d
e. If geospatial data and supporting tec "m,av es
effectively shared between departments,
lead to cost duplication and the inefficient use of resources

Capacity Communication
and nd
Education

The nine strategic pathways o the UN-GI

GETTING STARTED

To help you get started, the UN-IGIF provides guidance to
build and strengthen geospatial information management

through three key components:
1. Overarching Strategy: Sets the context for why
i Ko

cal for
ronmental

jon manageme:
onomic, and en

development
2. Implementation Guide: Offers detailed guidance,

standards, and recommended actions to implement the
IN-IGIF to strengthen national geospatial capabllities.

3. Country Level Action Plan: Includes a recommended
process and resource materials to help
their current situation and develop spec
to their national priorities.

and enable
of a costed action plan o budget to focus the
tion of future resources. Acosted action plan can also
additional support and funding from philanthropic
organizations, the World Bank, an: other groups that help
nations build geospatia lities to support digital
transformation, - disaste land administration,
and other critical priorites. Give

the UN-IGIF, implementation can be
imostany national development program.

The mw stages require minimal inves
the

s are already using the UN-IGIF
to trengthen geospatial capabilites and support nationa
development, making it a tried-and tested approach

To get started, visit https://ggim.un.org/ UN-IGIF/ tc review
the UN-IGIF materials and determine how your country ca

start the process today. By utilizing the UN-GIF to
geospatial information management and infrastruct
will be better positioned to deliver the change your natio

lives, protect the environment
for future generations, and delier sustainable economic
sperity for all

Communication strategy, UN-IGIF Communications Toolkit
Tailored UNIGIF communication package for member states

R
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UN-IGIF

DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVE

Quick Reference Guide:

UN-IGIF Nine Strategic Pathways

DESCHIPTION: Estabishes the eadersng,
eTance nogel, el egemens

oson o stenge
Gcpiner s rataecions pcputon i oxd &
et 5, WG e G

Anain poftical endorsement, strengthen
instubonal mandates and buid a cooperaTve aa

the UN-GF,
i empon e o achiee e v

DESCRPTION: i ot plcy s
s s g e
mnm S e Tanagement a0 ek of
S S )

maws. Address current poicy and egal ssues
BY IMECOVIng UM DORES BNC I3 ATSORED W,
#0d having an impact on, iarmancn
st T3 e b oty

moncorng
g aring et fr e o wm:m
ol b lecand st o s

arsing exving inrotve ang esoe sse
of geospatal iriomaton.

DESCHPTION Exatishes e buoness mode
deviops Francalsutnernes snd e
ot mears o Trancng

T deeng WEges groveatal rorEnn
managemen s el s oo v miesones
032 wil VR ANG RINTAN MomenvL, an
Tedite benetcy

‘DBJECTIVE: Achieve 31 underszand)
financal plans required to extabich and maintain
Imagrated gecipatal chormenan manageme
&5 wel a5 (€ Onger-term investment orograem
pond 1o evohing
o demands for

ELEMENTS OF THE POTENTIAL TOOLS KEY ACTIONS TO STRENGTHEN ouTCOMES RELATED POSSIBLE
STRATEGIC PATHWAY ___ AND METHODOLOGIES GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT PATHWAYS __ DEUIVERABLES
+ Governance Model + Sceerng Commiaee Crarer Esample oo Cesoars I e
+ tescersnp « Strstepc Abgrmens Tempizte Coordeacon Siraeege Avgrmers tugy
« \olue Proposmon  » Guidance for Vison, Mision, and Gosl ESTABLISHING ACEDONTARAITY, Gorarce o egreetiadns @) e prooimen sarenent
* vt Sinemene DEFNNG VAL S Agrmer S W Prssen PRl
TR« Comrriew eton Pan Reopie D i 1O
i gt dEvyaee GO Geosatl Ot MSEENET. e G imcn
+ Success Indcator Erample Saeegy Crange
CREATING A PLAN OF ACTON: ot A i 5]
TRACKING SUCCESS: Montcring srd Evausson, Success
dicatees
« Legsianon + Common LegatTerms PROVIDING LEADERSHIP: Poicy and Legsl Working Groue + o -
« Potes, Nomsand  * Review and Assessment ASSESSING NEEDS:Pocy and Legl R, Nesos Asssrert ::“;":":":;mw. Gaos 8 Opportumises Anshsis
+ Polcy Review Questions Iyss i i Polecy and Legsl Framework.
e Sl et 1O
e Gao s Matrx D e e, 314 Aspceran e S
iy + Polcy and Legu atrument Rt o
P Comptance Stegy
. G , Senstive e -
+ Aaresing Senste réormsnon nfermatee

'DELIVERING COMPUANCE impac: &ssessmess, Compiance
Stracegy

« Business Model * Qlor Curert andDeseeaFinre. - SETTING DIRECTION:Foance Goremance, Feancl
Dual Responi Accountasiity

* UNAGH Bas tww-w SITUATIONAL ASSESSMENT: Carrent Operacing Enviranment,

Worl Bank/H0 01 Dagrosic Toci | Curent Business Mode, Do oty Pk Coog

Busness Model Camas CRRNCAL Pl S i e e

pct Aszeziment

Bines Cae, e Aopasn, Ao Socges

'SOURCES OF FUNDING: Scurces of Funding.

Oppartunimes

Geosparal Program Budge:

+ Companents of # Business Case:
* Developing an Annusi Budget
« Fissecing Models

* Deta Themes . Themes , Data inventary,
* Custodienship, + s Theme Dscrgton Oaazer Profies
Acavsionsns Oaa Theme.
oot Mosngn  Daase ot empe Roadmap
S * Data Supply Chains. (Ga Aralysis Mstrox CAPTURING AND ACQUIRING DATA Dats Caprire, Dats
. o Tempiate

OBJECTIVE

s e, snyring and reuse obiganon:
.a-mm-m user commanity through
Rogion o wek detad gl Cubs
ot organizing. panming &
nicy g, Satng sravang, Sl 300
archiving geosparal informanar

* Da Cumodanens Pl PNCeles - MANAGING DATA SUSTAINABILITY. Cistoandic Pocy
+ Daa Governance Roles D Gon ia Manigement, Maintained Metssat

* Guidance for Geodetc Infrastructure: ll"lwﬂﬂﬁ DATA: Geospatiel/Statstical Int
= Global StatisTical Geosoatal Framework  GROCOGINg nd Aggreganon, was«uwcum ﬂm
oo e S g eSOy

The Quek Refrerce 6

o 00, actioms, ovicomes, and dmiaraes Rafr 19 e UN-IIF impammntaton Ousde & compete

< Asity to Manzor sod Measure

Strengnen Gavernance 33
Recownasiity

Firancal Arrangement and
Management Fan

Scuanonal Assessmens
Strategc Opportunmes Assessment
Deseed Susiness Model

Estmares for o
New Fuoding intate
Meet

'DERIVING VALUE: Benefics Resfizston, Commanicate Benefits + Sox

08— Ll ety

A Mass of Ce ez

< ACHDCH Mass of Centraty

Coordaced Dot e
Cost Reducton Trvougn Dua/Gap iy
Productvity Improverments -

Custodisnship Poicy

Duats Storage Petreval Process
Maintained Geodete rastructure
Duts rzeroperaoi
Mesdnia rofies

o000

Rwanda

“Transforming Land Administration Through Geospatial

Innovation”

mpower Webinar

Online: 28 Jasuary 2028

Sustainable Funding and Return on Investment (ROI)

UNIGIF Implementation

Global Webinar on UN-IGIF Sustainable Funding Guide

IGIF

28 January 2026
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‘ Enhancing Communication & Awareness

|GIECASESTUDY; =
Implementing the UN IGIF in Chongaing:
A Mega-City l’orspec!lve ]

IGIF PATHWAYS UILIZED

R
%‘} | N IGIF
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WHAT IS CHONGQING

Natural Terrain with Moy
and Rivers

ains

Chongqing is characterized by
mountainous and hilly landforms with
substantial topographic relief. The main
stem of the Yangtze River traverses the
entire region from west to east
spanning a total length of 691
Kilometers. It interlaces with hundreds of
tributaries, such as the Jialing River and
the Wujiang River, jointly forming a well
- developed water system network
Coupled with the distinct three
dimensional climate features in the area,
it has ultimately given rise to the unique
mountain - water urban style of
Chongging.

Multi-Di Inter

“2 - Hour C

municipal-ievel public digital resource system characterized
by “integrated construction, two-level management, three
level connection, and five-level call”. It precisely maps all
types of resources in the physical world to the digital space.
Simultaneously, it has set up a unified urban perception
system of "data connection, loT connection, and intelligent
connection® across the city, which has significantly
the e and y of urban
it has built a digital
urban operation and governance center, further
strengthening the intelligent hub of the mega-city.

amrurgnnae

CHANGLLENGES

circle has

al C and Ecological

reduced the temporal and spatial
distance between the central urban
area and the northeastern and
southeastern regions of Chongqing
Rall transit has become the primary
mode of travel for urban residents.

As an al

, Support SDGs 11, 13, 15

As a typical mountainous city, Chongqing is characterized
by significant topographic relief, dense vegetation coverage.
and frequently cloudy and foggy weather. These factors not
only present considerable challenges to traditional
geographic data collection but also result in the technical

transportation hub, Chongging has built
and established international logistics
corridors connecting all directions, and
has become a key node in the “Europe

China - ASEAN" international trade

C. in Social

Modern Transportation

Faced with the geographical
constraints of mountain barriers, The
basically-

Enabling a Better Future with Location Data

Governance Effectiveness

Relying on the “Digital Chongqing™
integrated intelligent governance
platform,Chongging has established a

plexity of high - precision, realistic 30
models that accurately reflect three - dimensional spatial
authenticity being far greater than that of flat plain cities.
The difficulties in data acquisition and modeling are

particularly prominent

Furthermore, during the rapid urban expansion, achieving a
refined balance among economic development, urban
construction, and ecological protection while preventing
imeversible damage to the fragile mountainous ecosystem
remains an ongoing challenge (supporting SDGs 11, 13,
and 15).

Cross-Regional [ and
Urban-Rural Disparities in Public Services
\Support SDGs 10, 11, 16

Chongqing encounters challenges in cross-regional
coordination and governance gaps in domains like
mountain and water body conservation and management
To address these issues, it is necessary to establish a
unified spatial information platform and collaborative
mechanisms. Moreover, the city struggles with an uneven
distribution of high - quality public service resources, sy
as education and healthcare, between urban and ru
areas. Leveraging geospatial data analysis to assess neq
optimize resource allocation, promote cross - dist
accessibility of public services, and enhance resider
sense of fairness and fulfiliment has become a crucial t

in advancing modern urban governance. (Support
SDGs 10, 11, and 16)

Major rogery
| systom

Insufficiont Urban Safoty Resilience and Multi
Hazard Risk Provention , Support SDGs 11, 13

As a mega - city integrating “a major metropolis, v
mountainous areas, and large reservoir region
Chongqing faces multiple risks, including geologi
disasters, rainstorm - induced floods, and forest fir
There is an urgent need to leverage geospatial informat
technologies, along with the Internet of Things and artif
intelligence, to establish a risk prevention and con
system capable of area - wide sensing and intelligent e
warning, thus shifting from reactive response to proac
prevention

Furthermore, some urban infrastructure lacks adequ
consideration for extreme scenarios during the plann
and construction phases. It is essential to emp
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and digital t
technology to conduct routine monitoring, simulation, |
vulnerability analysis of urban lifelines, so as
strategically enhance their disaster tolerance
resilience. (supporting SDGs 11, 13)

Benefits of geospatial information management as advocacy for political buy-in and support

GEOSPATIAL ENABLING UN-IGIF

Geospatial Enabling Mechanisms

Geospatial information serves not merely as a technical
tool but as a cross - cutting enabling platform that
connects governance, data, innovation, and participation
By integrating mult - source data through a spatial lens, it
optimizes decision - making processes, fosters cross
sectoral collaboration, and accelerates the achievement of
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

SDGs,

Geospatial enablement strengthens the core of the UN
IGIF by enhancing its development across three key
dimensions: the Data Dimension, the Governance
Dimension, and the innovation Dimension.

The Data Dimension focuses on integration and
standardization, positioning geospatial data as
fundamental and merging it with socio - economic

environmental, and governance data sources
The Governance Dimension centers on collaboration and
decision - making, leveraging geospatial information
platforms to support cross
coherence, and transparent accountability

sectoral governance, policy

The Innovation Dimension emphasizes intelligence and
services, utilizing spatiotemporal intelligence products to
facilitate the transition from raw “data” to actionable

insights,” thereby achieving a leap in value

How Geospatial Information Enables the Nine
Pathways of the UN-IGIF ?

al information systematically interconnects and

e nine implementation pathways of the UN - IGIF
By leveraging a unified spatiotemporal foundation to
integrate diverse data sources, it offers crucial support for
governance coordination and policy implementation
Through standardized systems and innovative applications

Geospatial information systematically interconnects and
enables the nine implementation pathways of the UN - IGIF

By leveraging a unified spatiotemporal foundation to
integrate diverse data sources, it offers crucial support for
governance coordination and policy implementation
Through standardzed systems and innovative applications,
it propels the value transformation from raw data to
actionable intelligence. Moreover, by utilizing open platforms
it promotes capacity building and extensive societal
loop enabling system is
formed across key pathways including governance, data
standards, innovation, and partnerships, expediting the
comprehensive attainment of goals related to sustainable

participation. As a result, a closed

cities and inclusive development

9 PATHWAY OF UN-IGIF
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PARCTICE OF CHONGQING

Governance

Priority Activity 1

Design, develop, and
implement a comprehensive
UN-IGIF communications and

awareness program fo

promote understanding,
adoption, and
implementation of the UN-
IGIF among Member States
and key stakeholders.

Priority Activity 4

Finalize, update, and

strategically enhance the
UN-IGIF suite of documents

to support engoing
implementation and
adaptation.

APPLICATIONS

Empowering Rural Areas

A 3D real - scene digital base has been constructed for
remote districts and counties, integrating rural thematic data
such as industry, resources, and assistance programs. It
enables the “one - map" management of assistance
resources and industrial planning, allowing geospatial
nformation technology to break through specialized circles
and directly empower rural development decision - making
This narrows the urban

solid support for SOG 1.1 (eradicating extreme poverty) and

rural digital divide and provides

SDG 2.3 (increasing agricultural productivity)

Disaster Prevention

A space-air-ground, on-shore and underwater integrated 30
platform for dangerous rock geological hazard risk
management and control has been established, enabling
dynamic perception of the entire region and all elements. We
have innovated multipie 3D analysis technologies such as 3D
dangerous rock modeling, electronic fencing and profile
analysis, strengthening in-depth data mining capabilities and
greatly improving the accuracy of risk identification. A closed:
oop management and control system covering 7 core
business scenarios including risk identification, assessment.
early warning and disposal has been built based on real

scene 3D data... (supporting SDG 11 and SDG 13).

emegaNEE

Community Management

multiple fields including social governance, economic
operation, people's livelihood services, natural resources.
and emergency management. It enables risk earty waming,
situation analysis, and emergency response and disposal
Through digital emergency plans and cross-departmental
collaboration, the platform enhances the efficiency of
resource allocation and emergency disposal.(supporting
SDG 11 and SDG 16).

-

Smarter Infrastructure Planning

Developed a high-precision 3D real - scene base to support
simulation and planning for major engineering projects. In the
165 - kilometer route design of the Dianjiang - Fengdu

Wulong Expressway, the 30 real - scene base facilitated
precise analysis of the bridge - tunnel ratio, ecological
conflicts, and geological hazard risks. This information
guided route optimization, significantly reducing long - term
construction and operational risks and costs, in line with

SDG 9.1




Policy briefs

« Climate Change Impact (Tonga)
« Wildfire response, community protection and resilience
(Canada)

« Inclusive land governance and indigenous leadership (South
Africa)

» Workin progress....
 Climate change and sealevel rise (Indonesia)
 Security and national resilience (Belgium

« Safeguarding critical public digital
infrastructure (tbc)

« Urban and regional planning (Saudi
Arabia

Wildfire response, community

protection and resilience

Policy brief 1/Jan 2026

Enhancing community protection and resilience

Executive summary

Wildfires are increasing in intensity, scale, and frequency
across many regions of the world, driven by prolonged
drought,rising temperatures and extreme weather.

rgent threat
infrastructure and ecosystems, with growing impacts on
public health, economic activity and biodiversity.

‘Timely situational awareness, coordinated operational
systems and clear evacuation protocols are essential to
protectlives, properties, assets and ecosystems. Swift

Key Facts

Globally, area bumed s projected 1o increase by 19%
by 2050 (compared to 2000), under a moderate-
emission scenario (RCP 4.5)'

Wildfires are projected to cost the global economy up
10 USD 300 billion annually by 2050°

Climate models project a 14% increase in forest ire:
frequency by 2030 and up to 50% by 2100°

Exposure to wil ki t

authorities,

10 broader

data and analy
safequard communities and minimize risks.

public-health burdens*

Photo (above): © Manitoba Wildfire Service

Climate change impact

Inclusive Land Governance and

Indigenous Leadership

Policy brief 2 /Feb 2026

Strengthening tenure security, service delivery,
and decision-making through national frameworks

Executive summary

Inclusiy is 1o equitable ), and

development, effective service delivery, and social arrangements. Embedding customary land rights
cohesion in contexts where Indigenous peoples within and processes,
and traditional leaders play a central role in land g f ion of

management. While many countries formally recognise i , can improve reduce

customary tenure and Indigenous rights, these

commitments often remain weakly embedded within land
planning, and

delivery systems. As a result, communities living under

customary systems frequently experience persistent

gaps in basic services, investment, and participation in

conflict, and enable more inclusive and sustainable
development outcomes.

Key Facts

«  Rural communities under customary tenure

decision-making.

Policy brief 3 / Mar 2026

Compounded threats from sea-level rise, storms and rainfall

Executive summary

Climate change and sea level rise represent an escalating
and existential threat to coastal and island nations,

urban settlements, infrastructure systems, and natural
ecosystems. According to the Intergovermental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), global mean sea level is rising
atan accelerating rate, driven by thermal expansion

and ice-sheet loss, with disproportionate impacts on
‘Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and low-ying
coastal regions'.

International frameworks—including the Paris Agreement,
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, and
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development—call

for urgent, coordinated action to strengthen resilience,
reduce exposure, and support adaptation. Yet, many
countries remain constrained by fragmented institutions,
limited decision-support systems, and insufficient
integration of climate, land, infrastructure, and
socioeconomic information.

73 United
53545 Naltions

Key Facts

Global mean sealevel rose by approximately 20
cm between 1901 and 2018, with the rate of rise
accelerating in recent decades®.

More than 680 million people currently live in low-
lying coastal zones, a figure projected to exceed 1
billion by 2050

Small Isiand Developing States (SIDS) face
compound risks from sea levelrise, coastal erosion,
saltwater intrusion, and extreme weather, threatening
livelihoods, food security, and national development.

Delayed adaptation significantly increases long-
) cost:

planning and investment decisions do not account
for future climate risk.

© UN Poto/Kiara Worth — A view of ciffs along the coast of Tonga.

frequently experience deficits in the delivery of public
services, for example water access Infrastructure
maintenance.

Photo (sbove):



Knowledge management platform and website

€& Welcome to the United Nations

w@ United : .
N/ V P Global Geospatial Information Management
%7 Nations P .

Home Committee Vv Documentation v Events v Centres of Excellence About

Home / Functional Groups All Events
Functional Groups o Sessons

In pursuance of the objectives of setting the agenda for global geospatial information management to address key global
challenges and providing a platform for the development of effective strategies and mechanisms on how to develop and
strengthen national capacity on integrated geospatial information, the Committee of Experts has created several functional
groups. These groups focus on progressing the work items and following up on decisions adopted at the annual session.

High-level Group

» High-Level Group of the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (HLG-IGIF)

Subcommittee

e Subcommittee on Geodesy

Expert Group

¢ United Nations Expert Group on Land Administration and Management
» United Nations Expert Group on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information

Working Group

» Working Group on Marine Geospatial Information
¢ Working Group on Geospatial Information for Disaster Risk Management
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A world where geospatial information
solves local to global challenges
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Website: https://ggim.un.org/ - 1 G<:ALS
Contact us: ggim@un.org

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-ggim/

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
Secretariat
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