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UNITED NATIONS
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS
ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL 
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

Overview of the Committee of Experts
and setting the scene 



• Principal organ to 
coordinate economic, 
social, and related work 
of the United Nations

• The Committee of 
Experts reports to 
ECOSOC

United Nations Six main organs  
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The United Nations 
Committee of Experts on 

Global Geospatial 
Information Management is 
a subsidiary expert body of 

the Economic and Social 
Council of the United 

Nations. The Committee of 
Experts is the peak 

intergovernmental body to 
liaise and coordinate among 

Member States, and 
between Member States, 

international organizations 
and stakeholders, to foster 

better coordination and 
coherence in geospatial 

information management



ECOSOC System



Leadership Purpose Relevance Impact

Programme of Work of the Committee of Experts

✔ Operations focused on SDGs and UN-IGIF (E/RES/2022/24)

✔ Provide the forum for coordination and dialogue with and among Member States, and 

between Member States and relevant international organizations. 

✔ Convene annual sessions, make joint decisions and set directions.

✔ Globally developed, consulted and consensus driven frameworks, norms, principles and 

guides

✔ Promote comprehensive dialogue, convene global forums/congresses

✔ Coordination and coherence, expert consultations and meeting
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Discusses and coordinates geospatial information management activities by involving 
Member States at the highest level

Reports directly to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

Makes joint decisions and sets directions on the use of geospatial information within 
national, regional and global policy frameworks

Contribute collective knowledge as a community with shared interests and concerns, 
address global issues and challenges

Develops effective strategies to strengthen and enhance nationally integrated geospatial 
capacity and leadership particularly in developing countries

UN-GGIM Objectives  



Geospatial 
Societies

Academic 
Network

Private 
Sector 

Network

UN 
Geospatial 

Network

AmericasAfrica

U N - G G I M

R E G I O N A L  C O M M I T T E E S

B U R E A U

Co-Chair
Saudi Arabia

Co-Chair
South Africa

Co-Chair
USA

Rapporteur
Fiji

Statistics Division

DESA

Geospatial Information 
Section

OICT

Arab States EuropeAsia Pacific

UN-GGIM Architecture  

S
E

C
R

E
T

A
R

IA
T

United
Nations 

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
Secretariat



Rule 7, The Committee shall elect three Co-Chairs and a Rapporteur during each session from 
among its members, with due regard for the equitable geographical rotation of the officers 
from among the regional groups. The Co-Chairs and the Rapporteur shall constitute the Bureau 
of the Committee. The Bureau shall take on tasks designated by the Committee.

Mohammed AlSayel
Co-Chair

Saudi Arabia

Clinton Heimann
Co-Chair

South Africa

Deirdre Dalpiaz Bishop
Co-Chair

USA

Meizyanne Hicks
Rapporteur

Fiji

B U R E A U

UN-GGIM Bureau  
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UN-GGIM Functional groups
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UN-GGIM Latest decisions (Fifteenth session)

The Committee:

• established the UN-GGIM and IHO joint working group on marine geospatial 

information, noted its terms of reference and working modalities, and noted that the 

consolidation would optimize resources and enhance global coordination. 

• emphasized the importance of capacity development and strengthened partnerships 

to support implementation of the UN-IGIF-Hydro through Member States, regional 

committees, United Nations entities, the IHO and other organizations

• and noted the need to address operational requirements and share good practices, in 

particular for developing countries and the most vulnerable countries.



The Committee of Experts 
transmitted to ECOSOC its report, 

pursuant to resolution 
E/RES/2016/27 entitled ‘Enhancing 

global geospatial information 
management’ (E/2022/68) in June 

2022. The comprehensive report 
described the process of ‘transition’ 

marking the Committee’s work, 
starting with an initial five-year 

period (2011 – 2016) on 
initiated/establishment; the report 

then detailed its second five-year 
period (2017-2021) on 

institutionalization; and then 
considers the Committee’s ongoing 

five-year period (2022-2027) – on 
implementation of the Committee’s 

frameworks, anchored by the UN-
IGIF. 
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https://undocs.org/E/2016/27
https://ggim.un.org/documents/E_2022_68_e.pdf


United Nations Global Geodetic

Centre of Excellence 

(Bonn, Germany)

United Nations Global Geospatial 

Knowledge and Innovation Centre 

(Deqing, China)

United Nations Global Geospatial 

Ecosystem Centre of Excellence 

(Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia)

Recognizing the importance of the 

global geodesy supply chain, assist 

Member States and geodetic 

organizations to coordinate and 

collaborate to implement A/RES/69/266 

and to sustain, enhance, access and 

utilize an accurate, accessible and 

sustainable Global Geodetic Reference 

Frame (GGRF) to support science, 

society and global development

Develop and promote the required 

knowledge, innovation, and leadership to 

strengthen the adoption of geospatial 

information to support the 

implementation of national development 

priorities and the SDGs, leveraging the 

United Nations Integrated Geospatial 

Information Framework, and where 

Member States will have the ability to 

integrate and deliver national 

geospatial information policy, systems, 

services and capabilities into national 

government development policies, 

strategies, and arrangements

Support Member States and 

stakeholders in enhancing global 

geospatial information management 

with the aim to progress towards a 

future geospatial ecosystem where the 

global geospatial information 

community and stakeholders actively 

engage and contribute sustainable real-

world solutions to humanity’s many 

challenges, leveraging high-quality, 

timely and reliable location-based 

information and impactful geospatial 

analytics including advancements in 

geospatial technologies and artificial 

intelligence systems towards new 

geospatial approaches and capabilities
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Nations 

Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management
Secretariat



UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL GEODETIC CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE (UN-GGCE)

UN CAMPUS, BONN, GERMANY

(established by an agreement between the United Nations and the Federated Republic of Germany on 

7th October 2022)

The Overarching Goal of the UN-GGCE is to assist Member States and geodetic organizations to coordinate and 
collaborate to sustain, enhance, access and utilize an accurate, accessible and sustainable Global Geodetic 
Reference Frame (GGRF) to support science, society and global development. 

https://ggim.un.org/UNGGCE/ 
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https://ggim.un.org/UNGGCE/


The Overarching Goal of the UN-GGKIC is to work towards the 
ambitions of implementation of the United Nations Integrated 
Geospatial Information Framework set by Member States, to 
develop capacity, promote and support the required innovation, 
leadership, coordination and standards to develop, strengthen, 
integrate and deliver national geospatial information policy, data, 
systems, tools, services
and capabilities into their national government development 
policies,
strategies and arrangements. 

UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL KNOWLEDGE AND INNOVATION CENTRE (UN-GGKIC),

DEQING, CHINA

(established by an agreement between the United Nations and the Government of the People’s Republic of 

China on 20 May 2022)
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Sixteenth Session
5-7 August 2026
UN Headquarters
New York USA





Sixteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management – Reporting

E/C.20/2026/1 Provisional agenda for the sixteenth session […]
E/C.20/2026/2 Documentation for the session
E/C.20/2026/3 Organization of work 
E/C.20/2026/4 Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements
E/C.20/2026/5 Contribution of regional committees to the global geospatial information agenda
E/C.20/2026/6 Contribution of thematic networks to the global geospatial information agenda
E/C.20/2026/7 The future geospatial information ecosystem
E/C.20/2026/8 United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework
E/C.20/2026/9 Global geodetic reference frame
E/C.20/2026/10 Geospatial information for sustainable development
E/C.20/2026/11 Geospatial information for climate, environment and disaster resilience
E/C.20/2026/12 Integration of geospatial, statistical and other related information
E/C.20/2026/13 Integrated geospatial information for effective land administration and management
E/C.20/2026/14 Integrated marine geospatial information
E/C.20/2026/15 Policy and legal frameworks, including issues related to authoritative data and emerging technologies
E/C.20/2026/16 Implementation and adoption of standards for the global geospatial information community
E/C.20/2026/17 Standardization of geographical names and collaboration with UNGEGN
E/C.20/2026/18 Contribution of UN global geospatial centres (away from Headquarters) to enhancing GGIM arrangements

Summary reports: 29 Apr 2026
Full reports:  26 Jun 2026
Background docs: 10 July 2026
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Sixteenth Session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management, 5 - 7 August 2026, UNHQ, New York

Side events on 3-4 August 2026

Reports timeline:

Summary reports: 29 April 2026 
Full report:  26 June 2026
Background doc: 10 July 2026 

Upcoming sixteenth session of the Committee of Experts



Online side events on 
‘the road to the fifteenth 
session of UN-GGIM’
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-
committee/15th-
Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/15th-Session/side_event/calendar.cshtml


Third United Nations 

World Geospatial Information Congress 

Navigating the Next Frontier:

    Embracing the Digital Renaissance and a New Geospatial Paradigm 

Ritz-Carlton Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

16-19 November 2026

Photo from: Discover Jeddah: Coastal Experiences & Top Attractions - Visit Saudi Official Website

https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/jeddah
https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/jeddah
https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/jeddah


Overview of 
the 3rd 
UNWGIC

Global Platform: Quadrennial flagship congress convened 
and organized by the UN as mandated by UN-GGIM, hosted 
and supported by Saudi Arabia

Date & Venue: 16–19 November 2026, Ritz-Carlton Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia

Theme: “Navigating the Next Frontier: Embracing the Digital 
Renaissance and a New Geospatial Paradigm.” Emphasizes 
reimagining geospatial information for collective well-being

Scope & Participants: High-level multi-stakeholder event to 
co-create geospatial solutions for global-to-local impact. 
Expect ~1,800 participants from around the world



https://ggim.un.org/3UNWGIC

Proposed timeline for the global call for abstracts
(for the expected 144 speaking opportunities) 

more info: https://ggim.un.org/3UNWGIC 

• Call for Abstracts Opens:  23 February 2026

• Submission Deadline Extended: 6 May at 23:59 UTC

• Review Period: 25 April to 26 June 2026

• Notification of Selection: Beginning 15 June 2026
(notification will be carried out progressively)

• Speaker Registration Deadline: 17 July 2026

• Congress Attendance: 16 - 19 November 2026

https://ggim.un.org/3UNWGIC
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9 Strategic Pathways

United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) 



Improve Health Care Delivery 
and Response

Manage Impacts of Climate 
Change and Improve Resilience

Basis for Integrating the Terrestrial, 
Maritime and Cadastral Domains
(UN-FELA/UN-IGIF-Hydro)

Facilitate Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management 
(SFGIS4D)

Advance National Development 
Priorities

Advance Integrated Geospatial 
Information in Broader Digital 

Information Ecosystem

Support SDGs Global Indicator 
Framework and the Integration of 

Statistical and Geospatial Information  
(GSGF)

Modernize National Geospatial 
Capacities

Advance the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development

The United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) provides an overarching paradigm to 
further strengthen nationally integrated geospatial information management, not only for Member States that were 
in the early stages of adopting spatial data infrastructures but also for those that had already successfully 
implemented spatial data infrastructure capabilities.

(Eleventh session, Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management, August 2021)

Support Effective Administration of 
Land (UN-FELA), Coasts, Seas and 

Oceans (UN-IGIF-Hydro)

United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) 



Part 1: Overarching Strategic Framework – WHY geospatial information is a critical element of national social 
and economic development and needs to be strengthened.

Part 2: Implementation Guide – WHAT actions can be taken to strengthen geospatial information management.

Part 3: Country-level Action Plans – HOW the actions will be carried out, WHEN and by WHOM.

https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/ 

United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) 

https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/
https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/
https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/


Enhancing Communication & Awareness
Benefits of geospatial information management as advocacy for political buy-in and support



Enhancing Communication & Awareness
Benefits of geospatial information management as advocacy for political buy-in and support



Policy briefs
• Climate Change Impact (Tonga)
• Wildfire response, community protection and resilience 
(Canada)

• Inclusive land governance and indigenous leadership (South 
Africa) 

• Work in progress…:

• Climate change and sea-level rise (Indonesia)

• Security and national resilience (Belgium)

• Safeguarding critical public digital 
infrastructure (tbc)

• Urban and regional planning (Saudi 
Arabia)



Knowledge management platform and website



United
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A world where geospatial information
  solves local to global challenges
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Website: https://ggim.un.org/ 
Contact us: ggim@un.org
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-ggim/ 

https://ggim.un.org/
mailto:ggim@un.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-ggim/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-ggim/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-ggim/
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