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" The data needs for the SDGs are great, and time is not 
on our side. Reliable, timely, accessible and disaggregated 
geospatial information must be brought to bear to 
measure progress, inform decision-making and ensure 
effective and inclusive national and sub-national 
programs that will chart the path toward […] to assist in 
the implementation of the SDGs, and transform the world 
for the better.“

António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations
(excerpt of the video message delivered during the United Nations World Geospatial Information 
Congress in 2018)
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In a world increasingly reliant on higher accuracy measurements and 
location-based services, collaboration, coordination and coherence in global 
geospatial information management is more important than ever before. 
The United Nations is the right place to foster the needed cooperation. 
However, the availability and accessibility of quality, timely and reliable 
geospatial information remains a challenge, as does the capacity of 
countries to produce the information they need. 

Your important work on developing consensus-based norms and 
frameworks, together with your practical guidance, will allow Member States 
to strengthen and enhance their national geospatial capacities to measure 
progress, and to make progress towards a better world for all.

Li Junhua, 

Under-Secretary-General 
Economic and Social Affairs

 United Nations
Opening Remarks, Thirteenth Session of the

United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management

2 August 2023
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Geospatial information for sustainable development

“increase significantly the availability of high-quality, 
timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, 
gender, age […] and geographic location” [§ 17.18 and 
74(g)]

“contribution to be made by a wide range of data […] and 
geospatial information, while ensuring national 
ownership in supporting and tracking progress” of the 
SDGs
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Geospatial information for sustainable development



Anchored by 9 
Strategic Pathways, 
the IGIF is a 
mechanism for 
articulating and 
demonstrating 
national leadership 
in geospatial 
information, and the 
capacity to take 
positive steps. The 
Strategic Pathways 
‘implement’ the IGIF 
through actions.

9 Strategic 
Pathways
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Geospatial information is a critical component of a national 
digital public infrastructure and knowledge and a key 
enabler to realize an integrated whole-of-government 
services approach that contribute to economic growth, 
national security, sustainable social development, 
environmental sustainability and nationwide prosperity.
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