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The Committee of Experts, a subsidiary expert 
body of the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations, is the peak intergovernmental 
body to liaise and coordinate among Member 
States, and between Member States, 
international organizations and stakeholders, 
to foster better coordination and coherence in 
geospatial information management
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Objectives and functions 

✓ Provide leadership to ensure that geospatial information and resources are 

coordinated, maintained, accessible and able to be leveraged by Member States 

and society to find sustainable solutions for social, economic and environmental 

development

✓ Provide a forum for coordination and dialogue with and among Member States, 

the regional committees and thematic networks of the Committee, and relevant 

international organizations, on enhanced cooperation in the field of global 

geospatial information management, and to make joint decisions and set 

directions

✓ Provide a platform for the development of effective strategies on how to develop, 

strengthen and enhance national capacity and

leadership concerning geospatial information for the

benefits of all Member States



Convene 
annual 

sessions, 
make joint 

decisions and 
set directions

YOUR Role: Statements and interventions



1. Election of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational
matters.
3. Enhancing global geospatial information management
arrangements.
4. Contribution of regional committees to the global
geospatial information agenda.
5. Contribution of thematic networks to the global
geospatial information agenda.
6. The future geospatial information ecosystem.
7. United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information
Framework.
8. Global geodetic reference frame.
9. Geospatial information for sustainable development.
10. Geospatial information for climate, environment and
resilience.
11. Integration of geospatial, statistical and other related
information.

12. Integrated geospatial information for effective land
administration and management.
13. Integrated marine geospatial information.
14. Policy and legal frameworks, including issues related to
authoritative data and emerging technologies.
15. Implementation and adoption of standards for the 
global geospatial information community.
16. Standardization of geographical names and
collaboration with the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names.
17. Contribution of United Nations global geospatial
centres (away from Headquarters) to enhancing global
geospatial information management arrangements.
18. Programme management report.
19. Provisional agenda and dates of the sixteenth session.
20. Report of the Committee of Experts on its fifteenth
session.



Anchored by 9 
Strategic Pathways, 
the IGIF is a 
mechanism for 
articulating and 
demonstrating 
national leadership 
in geospatial 
information, and the 
capacity to take 
positive steps. The 
Strategic Pathways 
‘implement’ the IGIF 
through actions.

9 Strategic 
Pathways
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT

FRAMEWORKS

2030 AGENDA FOR

SUSTAINABLE DEVELPMENT

Sendai Framework for

Disaster Risk Reduction

2015-2030

Paris Agreement on

Climate Change

ABAS Declaration for Resilient Prosperity

Addis Ababa Action Agenda

Habitat III New Urban Agenda

Our Ocean, Our Future:

Call for Action

GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL 

FRAMEWORKS

INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL

INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (UN-IGIF)

Strategic Framework on

Geospatial Information &

Services for Disasters

Global Statistical

Geospatial Framework

Framework for Effective

Land Administration

Operational Framework for

Integrated Marine Geospatial

Information Management

Global Fundamental Geospatial Data Themes

Global Geodetic Reference Frame

National Institutional Arrangements in Geospatial Information Management

Compendium on Licensing of Geospatial Information

Statement of Shared Guiding Principles for Geospatial Information Management

Future trends in Geospatial Information Management

Geospatial information for sustainable development
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Interoperability and Integration 



The Committee of Experts 
transmitted to ECOSOC its 

report, pursuant to resolution 
E/RES/2016/27 entitled 

‘Enhancing global geospatial 
information management’ 

(E/2022/68) in June 2022. The 
comprehensive report described 

the process of ‘transition’ 
marking the Committee’s work, 
starting with an initial five-year 

period (2011 – 2016) on 
initiated/establishment; the 

report then detailed its second 
five-year period (2017-2021) on 

institutionalization; and then 
considers the Committee’s 

future in the coming five-year 
period – on implementation of 
the Committee’s frameworks, 

anchored by the UN-IGIF. 

https://undocs.org/E/2016/27
https://ggim.un.org/documents/E_2022_68_e.pdf


4. Reiterates the importance of strengthening and enhancing the 
effectiveness of the Committee of Experts, particularly for the 
achievement of its operations focused on the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Integrated 
Geospatial Information Framework, to strengthen and ensure its 
continued effectiveness and benefits to all Member States;

6.  Decides to enhance the institutional arrangements of the 
Committee of Experts as a subsidiary body of the Economic and 
Social Council in charge of all matters related to geospatial 
information, geography, land administration and related topics, in 
accordance with the terms of reference annexed to the present 
resolution;

7. Also decides to strengthen the work of the Committee of Experts, 
and requests the Secretary-General, in the context of his next budget 
proposal, to identify options to do so, within existing resources, 
including the establishment of a secretariat for the Committee, 
dedicated to the Committee’s normative and implementation work 
on global geospatial information management; 

(E/RES/2022/24)



Leadership Purpose Relevance Impact

Programme of Work of the Committee of Experts

✓ Operations focused on SDGs and UN-IGIF (E/RES/2022/24)

✓ Provide the forum for coordination and dialogue with and among Member States, and 

between Member States and relevant international organizations. 

✓ Convene annual sessions, make joint decisions and set directions.

✓ Globally developed, consulted and consensus driven frameworks, norms, principles 

and guides

✓ Promote comprehensive dialogue, convene global forums

✓ Coordination and coherence, expert consultations and meeting





Improve Health Care Delivery 
and Response

Manage Impacts of Climate 
Change and Improve Resilience

Basis for Integrating the Terrestrial, 
Maritime and Cadastral Domains
(UN-FELA/UN-IGIF-Hydro)

Facilitate Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management 
(SFGIS4D)

Advance National Development 
Priorities

Advance Integrated Geospatial 
Information in Broader Digital 

Information Ecosystem

Support SDGs Global Indicator 
Framework and the Integration of 

Statistical and Geospatial Information  
(GSGF)

Modernize National Geospatial 
Capacities

Advance the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development

The United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) provides an overarching paradigm to 
further strengthen nationally integrated geospatial information management, not only for Member States that were 
in the early stages of adopting spatial data infrastructures but also for those that had already successfully 
implemented spatial data infrastructure capabilities.

(Eleventh session, Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management, August 2021)

The United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) 

Support Effective Administration of 
Land (UN-FELA), Coasts, Seas and 

Oceans (UN-IGIF-Hydro)



A COUNTRY-LED APPROACH TOWARDS A COUNTRY-LEVEL ACTION PLAN

https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/

A country-led 

approach presently has 

three components 

with a set of activities 

and tasks 

complemented by a 

suite of resource 

materials for countries 

to reference. These 

materials are meant to 

support countries 

when assessing and 

analyzing their 

national circumstances 

before designing and 

developing their 

Country-level Action 

Plans.

1. Planning and preparing

2. Assessing and analyzing

3. Designing and developing

Self-paced, self-prioritized through learning and discovery with capacity and capability development – methodological and incremental



Plan of Work 
National Needs 
Assessment and

Gap Analysis Report
Country-level Action Plan

1. Planning and preparing

A shared understanding of the 
UN-IGIF and collective 
commitment to identify and 
engage stakeholders, plan and 
prepare for tasks ahead - gather 
information, assess and analyze, 
consult and review, design and 
develop country-level Action 
Plan

2. Assessing and analyzing

Collective efforts towards 
shared understanding of 
current situation (including 
limitations, issues, challenges 
and opportunities) and a 
collective understanding of 
what the desired and future 
nationally integrated geospatial 
information management 
arrangement should be

3. Designing and developing

Identifying and agreeing what 
needs to be done (or happen) 
where, when, by whom and 
how including sound and 
realistic estimation of resources 
required to strengthen 
nationally integrated geospatial 
information management 
towards evidence-based 
implementation of national 
development priorities and the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

The three components 

comprise a number of 

suggested activities 

and tasks. These are all 

supported by a 

comprehensive suite 

of resource materials 

for countries to 

reference, consider 

and adapt to their 

national situation and 

include some 

templates and forms 

for ease of use.

THE THREE SUGGESTED COMPONENTS IN A COUNTRY-LED APPROACH

Self-paced, self-prioritized through learning and discovery with capacity and capability development – methodological and incremental

https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/



Plan of Work 
National Needs 
Assessment and

Gap Analysis Report
Country-level Action Plan

Planning and preparing

Awareness and Initial Assessment

Stakeholder Identification and 

Analysis

Project Initiation

PLAN OF WORK

Assessing and analyzing

Current and Desired Situation 

Assessment

Baseline Survey

Understanding National Situation 

and Analysis

Stakeholder Engagement Activities

Strategic Alignment Exercise

Developing Vision, Mission and 

Goals

Gap Analysis

NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND
GAP ANALYSIS REPORT

Designing and developing

Developing strategic actions 

(aligning the nine strategic 

pathways with national priorities)

Estimating resources including 

budgetary and funding requirements

Developing an implementation 

schedule

Developing success indicators

COUNTRY-LEVEL ACTION PLAN

The country-led 

approach:

Self-paced, self-

prioritized through a 

process that allows 

‘self’ discover and 

learning of national 

situations, together 

with capacity and 

capability 

development, 

collectively design and 

develop a country-

level Action Plan. The 

approach is 

methodological and 

incremental, recognize 

and build-upon the 

existing arrangements, 

infrastructures and 

systems

OPERATIONALIZING THE UN-IGIF AT THE COUNTRY-LEVEL

Self-paced, self-prioritized through learning and discovery with capacity and capability development – methodological and incremental



https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/part3.cshtml

https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/part3.cshtml


ELEMENTS OF A COUNTRY-LEVEL ACTION PLAN

10/04/2024

https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/



Part 1: Overarching Strategy
https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/part1.cshtml 

Part 2: Implementation Guide
https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/part2.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/UN-
IGIF/documents/Solving_the_Puzzle_FINAL_17Mar2023.pdf 

Part 3: Country-level Action Plan
https://ggim.un.org/UN-IGIF/part3.cshtml
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Charting the Course Toward Resilient Prosperity

“

”

[Geospatial information] is crucial 
for planning, decision-making, and 
implementation across various 
sectors—health, education, 
agriculture, urban planning, and 
environmental management. 

Steadroy Benjamin
Deputy Prime Minister

Attorney General 
Antigua and Barbuda

October 2024

SIDS countries workshop on the UN Integrated 
Geospatial Information Framework in Antigua and 
Barbuda



The implementation of this Action Plan 
will provide Tonga with a truly national 
collaborative approach to improving 
the management and use of this 
valuable digital asset. Strengthen 
government at all levels and strengthen 
industry.

Today is a digital era; geospatial 
information is a digital fuel for 
government and services. Data 
from many sources. We need to 
act with knowledge and 
evidence.

“

” Hon. Samiu Vaipulu
Deputy Prime Minister

Kingdom of Tonga
September 2023

“

”

Country-level Action Plan
Kingdom of Tonga 



Mongolia





Serbia



THANK YOU
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