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UNGA Resolution 79/268 (March 2025)
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Establishes a UN Regional Centre for the 
SDGs in Almaty, Kazakhstan

Covers Central Asia (KAZ, KGZ, TJK, TKM, 
UZB) and Afghanistan

Mandate: accelerate coordinated SDG 
implementation through regional cooperation

Grounded in the 2030 Agenda & Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda
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Why a Regional Centre?

4

Many SDG challenges are transboundary: water, climate, land & 
biodiversity

Regional public goods: data, early-warning, corridors, power grids, 
markets

Creates a platform to share solutions and scale what works across 
borders

Strengthens voice & visibility of Central Asia and Afghanistan 
globally



Mandate & Core 
Functions
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• Link governments, UN, IFIs, private sector & civil society
• Align regional priorities and joint action plans

Coordinate & Convene

• Policy advice, training, toolkits, SDG financing guidance
• Support on data, statistics and geospatial for SDG 

tracking

Technical Support & Capacity

• Share best practices, pilots and innovations for 
scale-up

• Broker partnerships and resources for regional projects

Knowledge & Innovation Hub



Current Status on 
Establishment of the 
Centre
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• Host Country Agreement signed for the new UN 
Regional Centre for the SDGs for Central Asia & 
Afghanistan (Almaty).

• Centre mandated by the UN General Assembly; 
terms of reference and leadership appointments 
forthcoming.

Context & Significance

• Finalize ToR, appoint leadership, and operationalize 
the Centre.

• UN stands ready to support implementation so the 
Centre becomes a catalyst for SDG progress across 
Central Asia and Afghanistan.

Next Steps



Governance & Partnerships
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Hosted by Kazakhstan; operates within the UN 
development system

Works with UN country teams & regional entities 
for coherence

Advisory engagement of participating Member 
States

Strategic partners: IFIs, UN agencies, academia, 
NGOs, private sector

Results-focused with periodic progress reviews



Regional Priorities 

• Water security & transboundary basin cooperation 
(Aral, Amu/Syr Darya)

• Climate adaptation & resilient infrastructure; 
disaster risk reduction

• Energy transition & connectivity; efficiency and 
renewables

• Food systems, land restoration & circular 
economy

• Human capital: health, education, skills & women’s 
economic empowerment

• Data, statistics & geospatial systems for 
evidence-based policy
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Early Deliverables 
(2025–2026) 
• Regional SDG data & geospatial 

baseline + public dashboard

• Pilot: transboundary drought 
early-warning & response playbook

• Women-led MSME accelerator 
across 5 CA countries + Afghanistan

• Annual Regional SDG Forum & 
partnerships marketplace in Almaty

10





Thank you!


