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Brief welcome and introductory remarks by the UN-GGIM Secretariat and the Bureau of UN-GGIM

Mr. Stefan Schweinfest

Ms. Ingrid Vanden Berghe

Mr. Fernand Bale

Ms. Deirdre Dalpiaz Bishop

Mr. Meizyanne Hicks

AGENDA #1 ҭ WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
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Provisional agenda

1) Welcome and introduction

2) Agenda and organization of the meeting

3) Report of the Committee of Experts on its Fourteenth Session 

4) Establishment of the new and enlarged Secretariat for the Committee of Experts 

5) Updated strategic framework of the Committee of Experts 

6) Programme of work of the Committee 

c. United Nations global geospatial centres of excellence and their coordination, coherence and governance 

a. Regional committees, functional groups and thematic networks and their contributions to the global geospatial 
information management agenda 

b. Expert consultation, meetings including plenary meetings of regional committees and functional groups 

d. Third World Geospatial Information Congress 

e. Geospatial information for climate, environment and resilience 

f. Future Geospatial Information Ecosystem 

7) Overview of the preparation for the fifteenth session 

8) Other matters

9) Summary, next steps and close

AGENDA #2 ҭ AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING
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Durations for every agenda items from the annotated agenda online are indicative, meant to 
guide and serves as a time check to allow the Expanded Bureau to accomplish the desired 
outcomes from this meeting.

AGENDA #2 ҭ AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/2025/Jeddah/#documents


Positioning geospatial information to address global challengesPositioning geospatial information to address global challenges

The report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management on its fourteenth 
session in all six official languages for the United Nations is available online 

AGENDA #3 ҭ REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON ITS FOURTEENTH SESSION

The Economic and Social Council met on 16 December 2024 ς

The report was introduced by Ingrid Vanden Berghe, Co-Chair

Resolutions and decisions by UN-GGIM adopted by ECOSOC at 
its 4th plenary meeting as recommended by the Committee 
on its 14th session (E/2025/46-E);

Decisions on the:

- Report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management on its fourteenth session and

- Provisional agenda and dates of the fifteenth session of 
the Committee ECOSOC Chamber - 16 December 2024

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/13th-Session/documents/
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k17/k17ct11og9
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/14th-Session/documents/E_C.20_2024_19_e.pdf
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AGENDA #3 ҭ REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON ITS FOURTEENTH SESSION
Provisional agenda of the fifteenth session of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management

1. Election of officers. 
2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 
3. Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements. 
4. Contribution of regional committees to the global geospatial information agenda.
5. Contribution of thematic networks to the global geospatial information agenda. 
6. The future geospatial information ecosystem. 
7. United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework. 
8. Global geodetic reference frame. 
9. Geospatial information for sustainable development.
10. Geospatial information for climate, environment and resilience. 
11. Integration of geospatial, statistical and other related information. 
12. Integrated geospatial information for effective land administration and management. 
13. Integrated marine geospatial information. 
14. Policy and legal frameworks, including issues related to authoritative data and emerging technologies. 
15. Implementation and adoption of standards for the global geospatial information community. 
16. Standardization of geographical names and collaboration with the UNGEGN 
17. Contribution of United Nations global geospatial centres (away from Headquarters) to enhancing global geospatial 
information management arrangements.
18. Programme management report. 
19. Provisional agenda and dates of the sixteenth session. 
20. Report of the Committee of Experts on its fifteenth session.
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Committee of Experts 
transmitted to ECOSOC its final 
report, pursuant to resolution 
E/RES/2016/27 on strengthening 
institutional arrangements on 
geospatial information 
management (E/2022/68) 
entitled ΨEnhancing global 
geospatial information 
managementΩ in June 2022. The 
comprehensive report described 
the process of ΨtransitionΩ 
marking the CommitteeΩs work, 
starting with an initial five-year 
period (2012 ς 2016) on 
establishment; the report then 
detailed its second five-year 
period (2017-2021) on 
institutionalization; and then 
considers the CommitteeΩs future 
in the coming five-year period ς 
on implementation of the 
CommitteeΩs frameworks, 
anchored by the UN-IGIF. 

https://undocs.org/E/2016/27
https://ggim.un.org/documents/E_2022_68_e.pdf
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AGENDA #4 ҭ ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AND ENLARGED SECRETARIAT FOR THE 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 

Decision 14/101 

Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements 

(b) Appreciated the establishment of a new and enlarged secretariat for the Committee of 

Experts dedicated to the Committeeôs normative and implementation work on global 

geospatial information management, and in that regard requested the Secretariat to focus, in 

particular, on (i) supporting the Bureau to develop a strategic framework for the period 2025ï

2030, (ii) strengthening effective global coordination and governance arrangements for the 

United Nations global geospatial centres, and (iii) supporting a global programme of national 

capacity development aligned with the Committeeôs operations focused on the Sustainable 

Development Goals and the United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework;
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AGENDA #4 ҭ ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AND ENLARGED SECRETARIAT FOR THE 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 

Report on ñEnhancing global geospatial information management arrangementsò

E/C.20/2024/5/Add.1

18. With the establishment of the secretariat for the Committee of Experts in the Statistics Division, the 

present Global Geospatial Information Management Section in the Environmental Statistics and 

Geospatial Information Branch of the Division will focus its expertise and efforts to strengthen and 

coordinate the Division's geostatistical work including to improve the standardization of geographical 

names; the methodological approaches for the disaggregation of statistics according to geography; and 

the application of geospatial information in the production, dissemination and visualization for official 

statistics. Within the proposed programme budget for 2025, DESA is proposing for the reassignment 

of the three existing statistician positions3 to geospatial information officer positions. All three 

staff members will be retained and will remain in the Section with this reassignment. Additional  

Secretariat staff resource4 is provided under the agreement for the operationalization of the UN-

GGKIC. 

3 Senior statistician (grade P-5), statistician (grade P-4) and statistician (grade P-3)
4  In the Statistics Division in New York comprising one geospatial information officer (grade P-4), one geospatial information office (grade P-3) 

and one programme management assistan

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/14th-Session/documents/E-C.20-2024-5_Add_1_Enhancing_global_geospatial_information_management_arrangements_16July2024.pdf
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Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

2024 report A/79/7 

para IV.10 indicated ñin the context of the proposed programme budget for 2024, the General Assembly approved the 

establishment of a secretariat of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management under 

subprogramme 4, with seven posts (including 1 P-5, 1 P-4, 2 P-3, 2 P-2 and 1 General Serviceñ

2025 report A/78/7

para. IV.6 indicated that ñfor subprogramme 4, the proposed reassignment of a Senior Statistician (P-5) as a Senior 

Geospatial Information Officer and of two Statisticians (1 P-4 and 1 P-3) as Geospatial Information Officers would 

bring together and strengthen the subprogrammeôs geo-statistical effortsò

para IV.10 indicates ñin the context of the proposed programme budget for 2024, the General Assembly approved the 

establishment of a secretariat of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management under 

subprogramme 4, with seven posts (1 P-5, 1 P-4, 2 P-3, 2 P-2 and 1 General Service (Other level)) (A/78/7, para. IV.4). 

Upon enquiry, the Committee was informed that four job openings were published between mid-May and early July 2024 

with the rest to follow.ò

AGENDA #4 ҭ ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AND ENLARGED SECRETARIAT FOR THE 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/79/7
https://docs.un.org/en/A/79/7


Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

Geospatial Information 
Officer (P4)
Cecille Blake

Geospatial Information 
Officer (P3)
Mark Iliffe

Current staffing situation

Headquarters

Global Geospatial Information Management Section
(UNGEGN ς Geostats integration)

Secretariat 
Global Geospatial Information Management

Senior Geospatial 
Information Officer (P5)

vacant

Geospatial Information 
Officer (P4)

Guillaume Le Sourd

Geospatial Information 
Officer (P3)

Aigerim Mussayeva

Director
UNSD

Program Assistant (G6)
Bermet Tashybekova

Chief, GIM (P5)
vacant

Program Assistant (G6)
Vilma Frani

AGENDA #4 ҭ ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AND ENLARGED SECRETARIAT FOR THE 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 

1 P4
2 P3
2 P2
1 G6

vacant
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Reporting overview

Global Geospatial Geodetic Centre of Excellence
(UN-GGCE)

Global Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation
(UN-GGKIC)

Global Geospatial Information Management Section
(UNGEGN ς Geostats integration)

Secretariat 
Global Geospatial Information Management

Director
UNSD

AGENDA #4 ҭ ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AND ENLARGED SECRETARIAT FOR THE 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 
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AGENDA #5 ҭ UPDATED STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 

14/101 

Enhancing global geospatial information management 

arrangements 

(b) Appreciated the establishment of a new and enlarged secretariat 

for the Committee of Experts dedicated to the Committeeôs 

normative and implementation work on global geospatial 

information management, and in that regard requested the 

Secretariat to focus, in particular, on (i) supporting the Bureau 

to develop a strategic framework for the period 2025ï2030, (ii) 

strengthening effective global coordination and governance 

arrangements for the United Nations global geospatial centres, and 

(iii) supporting a global programme of national capacity 

development aligned with the Committeeôs operations focused on 

the Sustainable Development Goals and the United Nations 

Integrated Geospatial Information Framework;
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AGENDA #5 ҭ UPDATED STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 

Presented at the Bureau on 9 August 2024

Next steps ?
ÁSend document for consultation to Expanded 

Bureau
ÁSend the strategic framework for short global 

consultation
Á Include to the ΨEnhancing global geospatial 

information management arrangementsΩ 
report for the fifteenth session of the 
Committee of Experts
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ÅHow does this get taken forward? 

ÅOpen consultation process and building consensus

ÅNeed a small, dedicated group from the Expanded Bureau to focus on this?

ÅBrainstorm and prepare 

ÅPrepare a scope and timeline 

ÅSend a first draft of the Strategic Framework in March? to key UN-GGIM 
stakeholders

ÅUndertake a global consultation with Member States? 

AGENDA #5 ҭ UPDATED STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 
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AGENDA #6 ҭ PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE COMMITTEE 

C. UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE AND THEIR COORDINATION, COHERENCE AND GOVERNANCE

14/101 

Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements 

(d) Welcomed the establishment of the United Nations Global Geospatial Knowledge and 

Innovation Centre in China and the United Nations Global Geodetic Centre of 

Excellence in Germany as well as the advanced planning to establish the United Nations 

Global Geospatial Ecosystem Centre of Excellence in Saudi Arabia; endorsed the 

strategic plan of the Global Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation Centre and appreciated the 

efforts to extend the current agreement on the operationalization of the Global Geodetic 

Centre of Excellence until 31 December 2030, thereby ensuring a longer-term operation for 

the Global Geodetic Centre;
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AGENDA #6 ҭ PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE COMMITTEE 

C. UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE AND THEIR COORDINATION, COHERENCE AND GOVERNANCE

14/101 

Enhancing global geospatial information management arrangements 

(e) Noted that open and transparent management and coordination between the three United 

Nations global geospatial centres are key to their successes and effective resource utilization, 

requested the Bureau, with the support of the Secretariat, to develop a suitable common 

governance and operational structure for all United Nations global geospatial centres, 

including, for instance, international advisory committees with broad expertise and 

geographical representation, and to make available the terms of reference of the 

international advisory committees as background documents for the Committee of 

Experts;



United Nations Global Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation Centre 

Current progress and operationalization

Dr. Pengde Li



Empowering 
Member States 

Capacity and 
Capability 
Building

(People)

Implementing 
the UN-IGIF 
Geospatial 
Knowledge 

Platform (Data)

UN-GGKIC 
Priorities

Promoting 
Knowledge 

and Innovation 
Technical 
Innovation 

(Technology) 

UN-
GGIM

UN-
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SDGs

Geospatial  ideas benefi t ing our world



UN-GGKIC and Strategic Goals

UN-IGIF Implementation and Applications

1. Developing leadership and collaboration

2. Addressing national priorities

3. Progressing geospatial knowledge 

4. Enabling innovation and technological advancement

5. Enhancing communication and awareness
Geospatial IDEAS 

Benefiting Our World !



Institutional Arrangements of UN-GGKIC

UNITED NATIONS MEMBER STATES

STEERING COMMITTEE
    UN  CHINA

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS (DESA)

UN-GGKIC
HLG-IGIF

IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS
SDG Data Alliance

UN-GGIM THEMATIC 
NETWORKS

Geospatial Societies, Private Sector, Academia         c

COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON 
GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION 

MANAGEMENT (UN-GGIM)

Empowering Member States

Implementing the UN-IGIF

Promoting Knowledge and Innovation

UN-GGIM Regional Committees
Africa, Asia & Pacific, Americas, Arab States, 

Europe 

INTERNATIONAL 
PARTNERS

Cooperation

INTERNATIONAL 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Strategic 
Priorities

STATISTICS DIVISION

OTHER CENTRES OF 
EXCELLENCE

UNITED NATIONS 
GEOSPATIAL NETWORK



Strategic Plan of UN-GGKIC

Countries have strengthened national geospatial capacity, knowledge, and innovation to 
address and overcome systemic development priorities and to accelerate the achievement of 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

To develop, strengthen and promote the required knowledge, innovation, and leadership to ensure the sustained 
adoption of geospatial information capabilities and implementation of the UN -IGIF supports national development 
priorities and the SDGs; providing countries with the ability to integrate and deliver national geospatial information 

policy, systems and services into national government development policies, strategies, and arrangements.
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Strategic Plan of UN-GGKIC

Developing 
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Participating in UN-GGIM Activities

UN-GGIM AP 

 Delhi, India, Nov. 2024 



Expert Meeting and Consultations on UN-IGIF

UN-GGKIC

Nov 2024



https: / /ggim.un.org/meetings/2024/Deqing_China/

Oct 2024



UN GeoNow 2024 Overview
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Geospatial Application Conference

ESCAP Expert Meeting on Regional Data Hub for 
DRR and SDGs

DPIDG Global  Data Forum

Moganshan Talks

UN Symposium on Geospatial Leadership 
Development

Geo Expo

Oct 2024



UN GeoNow 2024 Conclusion Remarks

Future Geospatial Development

ÅAdvancement of Geospatial Knowledge

ÅPromotion of Cross-Border Integration

ÅEnhancement of Digital Geospatial Infrastructure

ÅCapacity-Building for Youth Leadership

Global 
Training 
Network

Global Geospatial 
Knowledge 

Innovation Alliance

Global 
Geospatial 
Funds for 
Talents 

Oct 2024



Participating in UN-GGIM Activities

Participating in UN-GGIM American in Mexico,Oct.2024 
Sub-regional Expert and Consultant Meeting  on 

South Pacific, Oct 2024

14th Session of UN GGIM in UNHQ, New York Aug.2024

7th  High Level Forum of UN GGIM  in Mexico,Oct.2024



Participating in UN-GGIM Activities

Third Meeting HLG-IGIF

 Aguascalientes, Mexico, Jan 2024

Expert Meeting and Consultations 

Aguascalientes, Mexico

 Jan 2024 

Fourth International Conference on 

Small Island Developing States, May 2024



Progressing geospatial 

knowledge 

GOAL
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INDICATOR

ACTIVITY 2025



Organigram and staffing 

Head
UN-GGKIC

D1

Management
Senior Programme Officer

P5

Deputy Head
Senior Geospatial Officer

P5

Programmes
Geospatial Information Officer

P4

Policy & Knowledge
Geospatial Information Officer

P4

Geospatial Information Officer
P3

Geospatial Information Officer
P3

Programme Assistant
GS5

Coordination

Geospatialal Information Officer
P4

Geospatial Information Officer
P3

Consultants Secondments Interns UN Volunteers

Programme Assistant
GS6

Director 

UNSD
D2

Secretariat UN-GGIM



UN-GGIM:

AP

UN-GGIM: 
Africa

UN-GGIM:
Europe

UN-GGIM: 
Americas

UN-GGIM:
Arab States

Collaboration considerations

SIDSs

LDCs

LLDCs

UNDP

UNOOSA

FAO

UNESCO

UNOSAT

GEO

CEOS

World Bank

National 
Aids

Regional 
Banks

Regional 
Funds

Foundations

Private 
SectorECLAC ESCAP ECA ESCWA ECE


