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Background

Initiation of the SDG Data 
Alliance Project started in 
2022 upon completion of 
the National Integrated 
Geospatial Action Plan. 

Started with the 
Department of Statistics + 

Ministry of Lands and 
Natural Resources + Prime 
Minister’s Office (National 

Planning Unit).

Received additional 
support from Data Alliance: 

• Provision of TOR samples

• Arranged meetings with ESRI



SDG Data Hub 
so far . . 

• Established Tonga Project Team
• Working Group led by the Department of 

Statistics
• Technical Group led by the Ministry of Lands 

and Natural Resources.

• Received ArcGIS Online License package and 
conducted online training courses. 

• Conducted a National Workshop on ESRI’s Hub 
Solution with Eagle Technology (July 2024)

• Deployed solution – currently populating with 
Census data. (Initially chose to focus on SDG 1,2 
and 3)

• Conduct virtual meetings fortnightly with Tonga 
Team, Data Alliance and ESRI to report on progress 
and suggest way forward. 











Challenges

• Limited Resources (Task force team – very 
small). 

• Web GIS is new in Tonga – majority are 
familiar with ArcMap and QGIS. Only one 
Ministry in Tonga has ArcGIS Online (project 
funded)

• Stakeholders do not have a dedicated GIS 
Officer or use GIS in general.

• Some stakeholders are hesitant to share 
their data or have to go through a long 
process to obtain data. 

• Stakeholders do not have a clear 
understanding of SDGs.
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