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OPERATIONAL CONTEXT



SDGS & IHO

IHO STRATEGIC PLAN 2021-2026

GOAL 1 STANDARDS

Evolving the hydrographic support for saafety

and efficiency of maritime navigation, 

undergoing profound transformation.

GOAL 2 DATA

Increasing the use of hydrographic data for 

the benefit of society.

GOAL 3 KNOWLDEGE

IHO’s ambition is to be an effective and 

recognized contributor to the major Ocean

related challenges identified by the 

international community.



A LITTLE-KNOWN OCEAN!

EMERGED LANDS

2005: 100% coverage of all land with DEM (Digital 

Elevation Model) at 10 meters

PLANETS IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM

2021: 100% detailed topographic coverage of the Moon, 

Venus and Mars

OCEANS

1903-2017: from 0% to 6,7%

2017-2024: from 6,7% to 26,1% (Note)

Note: At best only one depth value in area ~ size of a soccer pitch

         (1 x depth value in 100x100m box)



SEAFLOOR MAPPING BY REGIONS
RHC % 2024

ARHC 20.34

BSHC 47.14

EAHC 12.32

EAHC-K 40.54

EAtHC 33.54

HCA 15.49

MBSHC 54.23

MACHC 29.32

NHC 46.85

NIOHC 12.11

NSHC 55.16

ROPME 6.34

SEPRHC 19.04

SWATHC Reg. c1b 26.87

SWATHC 42.27

SWPHC 16.06

SAIHC 17.27

USCHC-Pacific 26.44

USCHC-Atlantic 39.88

21st Meeting 28 February - 1 March 2024, Nadi, Fiji

2-Day Technical Workshop on Disaster Recovery, 26-27 February 2024



“the United Nations will spearhead 
new action to ensure every person on 
Earth is protected by early warning 
systems within five years”

UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres on World Meteorological 
Day 23 March 2022Challenge 8. Create a digital representation of the ocean

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES



KEY ACTIVITY



 S-100 IMPLEMENTATION

• Future of E-Navigation

• Ecosystem approach

• Interoperability at its 

core

• ISO Based

• Phased approach to 

implementation



S-100 IMPLEMENTATION

Task IHO CL issue date MS Response Due

S-100 Phase 1 
Endorsement

October 2024 December 2024



IHO CROWDSOURCED BATHYMETRY INITIATIVE



v

INCREASING AVAILABILITY OF DATA

IHO Data Centre For 

Digital Bathymetry 

(DCDB)

IHO CROWDSOURCED
BATHYMETRY (CSB) 
INITIATIVE

COLLABORATION
Between major 

initiatives in seabed 

mapping



GEBCO GUIDING COMMITTEE AND 
6TH PACIFIC OCEAN MAPPING MEETING



GENERAL BATHYMETRIC CHART OF THE OCEAN

GEBCO

• 121 Years old – Brainchild of HSH Prince Albert 
1er Monaco

• Operated under the joint auspices of the IHO and 
IOC

• Reports into IRCC and IOC Executive Council

• Consists of a Guiding Committee and 5 thematic 
Sub-Committees

• Has two long-term partnership projects:

• Nippon Foundation-GEBCO Seabed 2030 
Project

• Nippon Foundation-GEBCO Training 
Programme

• IHO Data Centre for Digital Bathymetry acts as 
the ultimate data repository



ncei.noaa.gov/iho-data-centre-digital-
bathymetry



 PARTICIPATION IN 3RD UN OCEANS CONFERENCE

• Theme - “Accelerating action and mobilizing all actors to conserve and sustainably use the ocean”

• Format – 10 plenary sessions and 10 Ocean Action Panels

• Focus on building upon existing instruments to support collaboration and expedite various activities 

that support delivery of SDG14

• The Conference will adopt an international declaration, which along with a list of voluntary 

commitments, will be referred to as “Nice Ocean Action Plan”

• UNOC will also be preceded by One Ocean Science Congress and a Blue Economy and Finance 

Forum

UNOC25 KEY ELEMENTS AND ASSOCIATED EVENTS
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