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A proposal for operationalizing the United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information 
Framework at the country-level beginning with the design and development of country-
level Action Plans

• Consider an appropriate ‘sub-regional collective modality’

 leverages existing knowledge, resources and capacities including from within the 
region;

 sustained by peer-to-peer encouragement and assistance;

 accesses resource materials developed by the UN Secretariat





A few observations about Pacific Island Countries and 
Territories (PICT):

The Pacific Islands cover a vast area, with countries like 
Kiribati spread over 3.5 million square kilometers of ocean

The combined population of the countries in the Pacific is 
about 2.3 million people. 

These islands are among the most vulnerable to climate 
change and natural disasters. Rising sea levels, increased 
frequency of cyclones, and other extreme weather events 
pose significant threats

The economies of Pacific Island countries are often 
constrained by their small size, remoteness, and limited 
resources.



A/RES/78/317
The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States: A Renewed Declaration for Resilient Prosperity 

III. How do small island developing States get there?

32. Therefore, to realize the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States by 2034, we, the international community, 
commit to the following actions:

G. Data collection, analysis and use

(a) Strengthen data collection, storage and analysis by:
(i) Investing in building human and institutional capacity in small island developing States to collect quality, accessible, timely and 
reliable, disaggregated data, according to their national contexts, to measure progress and to ensure that no one is left behind;
(ii) Strengthening and modernizing national data infrastructure and systems in small island developing States to better integrate 
data into development planning, and enhancing the capacity of statistical offices in small island developing States;
(iii) Enhancing science-based and innovative approaches, including sustainable development-oriented, inclusive and responsible 
use of artificial intelligence, in the non-military domain, in full respect, promotion and protection of human rights and international 
law, for the collection, storage, analysis, disaggregation, dissemination and use of demographic data in small island developing
States, including use of geospatial technologies;
(iv) Enhancing partnerships and the sharing of best practice, expertise, digital public goods and data in order to facilitate small 
island developing States peer-to-peer learning, including through the Small Island Developing States Centre of Excellence and 
existing statistical initiatives, including through regional organizations;
(v) Providing high-quality spatial data for small island developing States and working to downscale global datasets to provide 
accurate information for small island developing States;



The Committee of Experts, a subsidiary expert body of the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations, is the peak intergovernmental body to 
liaise and coordinate among Member States, and between Member States, 
international organizations and stakeholders, to foster better coordination 

and coherence in geospatial information management

Bureau:
Co-Chairs: Belgium, Cote d’Ivoire, United States of America
Rapporteur: Fiji

Regional Committees & Chairs:
• Africa: South Africa
• Americas: Chile
• Arab States: Saudi Arabia 
• Asia and the Pacific: Indonesia
• Europe: Netherlands and United Kingdom

Thematic Networks:
• Academic Network
• Geospatial Societies

International Standards Development Organizations

• Private Sector Network 
• United Nations Geospatial Network



The United Nations 
Committee of Experts on 

Global Geospatial Information 
Management is a subsidiary 
expert body of the Economic 

and Social Council of the 
United Nations. The 

Committee of Experts is the 
peak intergovernmental body 

to liaise and coordinate 
among Member States, and 

between Member States, 
international organizations 
and stakeholders, to foster 

better coordination and 
coherence in geospatial 

information management
(E/RES/2011/27; 
E/RES/2016/27)



Objectives and functions
 Provide leadership to ensure that geospatial information and resources are 

coordinated, maintained, accessible and able to be leveraged by Member States 
and society to find sustainable solutions for social, economic and environmental 
development

 Provide a forum for coordination and dialogue with and among Member States, 
the regional committees and thematic networks of the Committee, and relevant 
international organizations, on enhanced cooperation in the field of global 
geospatial information management, and to make joint decisions and set 
directions

 Provide a platform for the development of effective strategies on how to develop, 
strengthen and enhance national capacity and
leadership concerning geospatial information for the
benefits of all Member States



The Committee of Experts 
transmitted to ECOSOC its report, 

pursuant to resolution 
E/RES/2016/27 entitled 

‘Enhancing global geospatial 
information management’ 

(E/2022/68) in June 2022. The 
comprehensive report described 

the process of ‘transition’ 
marking the Committee’s work, 
starting with an initial five-year 

period (2011 – 2016) on 
establishment; the report then 

detailed its second five-year 
period (2017-2021) on 

institutionalization; and then 
considers the Committee’s future 

in the coming five-year period –
on implementation of the 
Committee’s frameworks, 
anchored by the UN-IGIF. 



4. Reiterates the importance of strengthening and enhancing the 
effectiveness of the Committee of Experts, particularly for the 
achievement of its operations focused on the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Integrated 
Geospatial Information Framework, to strengthen and ensure its 
continued effectiveness and benefits to all Member States;

6.  Decides to enhance the institutional arrangements of the 
Committee of Experts as a subsidiary body of the Economic and 
Social Council in charge of all matters related to geospatial 
information, geography, land administration and related topics, in 
accordance with the terms of reference annexed to the present 
resolution;

7. Also decides to strengthen the work of the Committee of Experts, 
and requests the Secretary-General, in the context of his next budget 
proposal, to identify options to do so, within existing resources, 
including the establishment of a secretariat for the Committee, 
dedicated to the Committee’s normative and implementation work 
on global geospatial information management; 

(E/RES/2022/24)



Leadership Purpose Relevance Impact

Programme of Work of the Committee of Experts

 Operations focused on SDGs and UN-IGIF (E/RES/2022/24)
 Provide the forum for coordination and dialogue with and among Member States, and 

between Member States and relevant international organizations. 
 Convene annual sessions, make joint decisions and set directions.
 Globally developed, consulted and consensus driven frameworks, norms, principles 

and guides
 Promote comprehensive dialogue, convene global forums
 Coordination and coherence, expert consultations and meeting



Matters calling for action by the Economic and
Social Council or brought to its attention

A. Draft decision for adoption by the Council

1. The Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management 
recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft decision: 

Report of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 
Management on its fourteenth session and provisional agenda and dates 
of the fifteenth session of the Committee

The Economic and Social Council: 

(a) Takes note of the report of the Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management on its fourteenth session 
(E/2025/46);

(b) Decides that the fifteenth session of the Committee of Experts 
shall be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 6 to 8 
August 2025; 

(c) Approves the provisional agenda and documentation for the 
fifteenth session of the Committee of Experts as set out below:





National Priorities and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

The United Nations Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) 
is a multi-dimensional Framework aimed at enhancing national geospatial 
information management, particularly in developing countries. UN-IGIF 
focuses on the geospatial information that is integrated with any other 
meaningful data to solve societal and environmental problems, acts as a 
catalyst for economic growth and opportunity, and to understand, align, and 
contribute to the delivery of a country's development priorities and the 
Sustainable Development Goals 




