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Background

• ISA administers the mineral resources

• Control and organize current & future exploration activities

• Under Article 143, Par 2 of UNCLOS, ISA required to promote 

and encourage MSR

• ISA SD 4.3 – Share data in an open and transparent manner

• ISA SD 4.4 – Promote access to non-confidential information & 

data



History

• Database started as POLYDAT

• Evolved to become CDR in 2003

• DeepData born from LTC Data Management 
Strategy request in 2015

• ISA Deep Seabed and Ocean Database 
(DeepData was launched during 25th

Session of ISA



What DeepData Contains



Data is separated based on confidentiality 

status

Structured vs Unstructured data 

Data on mineral resource assessment 

(Geological data)*

Environmental baseline data

• Biological parameters

• Physical parameters

• Geochemical parameters

GIS functionality for visualization

What DeepData Contains

*ISBA/19/A/9, ISBA/19/C/17, ISBA/16/A/12/Rev.1, and ISBA/18/A/11



DeepData Geospatial Features  



Users of DeepData

Contractors - Submit data, annual reports, and 
supplementary information 

LTC members - Review contractor’s performance 
through the review of annual reports, including 
digital data submission 

Secretariat - Manage incoming data, and ensure 
overall maintenance of DeepData

Public (including scientists) - Access /download 
data relating to marine environment of the Area; 
analyze and synthesize data and produce various 
forms of data products 



Benefits of DeepData for Users

• Promote scientific knowledge for mankind

• Ensure regulation of prospecting, exploration and exploitation of deep-seabed 

mineral resources

• Aid in the protection of the marine environment

• Aid in the evaluation of applications 

• Enable data gap analysis to guide contractors

• Assess changes in the marine environment

• Increase knowledge in MSR for the scientific community and general public
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