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Part 1: Overarching Strategic Framework – WHY geospatial information is a critical element of national social and 

economic development, and needs to be strengthened.

Part 2: Implementation Guide – WHAT actions can be taken to strengthen geospatial information management.

Part 3: Country-level Action Plans – HOW the actions will be carried out, WHEN and by WHOM.

INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK
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IGIF Implementation Guide – Solving the Puzzle
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• Expands on each of the 9 strategic pathways of the IGIF. Provides the ‘what’ – the 
specific guidance and options to be taken by countries in implementing the IGIF.

• Each of the 9 Strategic Pathways representing a uniformly structured Chapter. 
Captures strategic to operational needs with guiding principles, actions, 
interrelated actions, deliverables, outcomes and resources.

• Describes the Guide – structure, shape, form, management – and its validation.

• Tells us how the Guide is best used and managed, benefits, and connections to 
Country-level Action Plans.

• Captures linkages to the NSDI. Builds on the previous efforts in planning and 
implementing NSDIs. Explains the differences.

• Explains what additional value and benefit the IGIF is able to bring to NSDI 
development.

IGIF Implementation Guide – Solving the Puzzle

http://ggim.un.org/IGIF/part2.cshtml
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• Virtues of NSDIs are their ability to promote geospatial data sharing 

throughout all levels of government and society, enabling effective use of 

geospatial data for national development and every day requirements.

• Three factors now challenge the limitations of a traditional NSDI:

1. The principal focus of NSDIs has been focused on ‘creating an NSDI’ 

rather than developing national geospatial capacity.

2. The growing availability of more diverse data, types and needs, more 

relevant and dependent on geospatial data than were originally 

considered.

3. Growing demand for data integration and analytics to deliver useable 

outcomes. Today, data assets must meet diverse and specific local 

and national requirements, and need to be ‘integrated’ with other 

data and sectors.

IGIF: Linkages to the NSDI
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• The IGIF complements the NSDI, allowing countries that have already 

implemented NSDI capabilities to build upon and strengthen previous 

efforts and existing arrangements in planning and implementing NSDIs. 

• Importantly, the IGIF offers a new paradigm and comprehensive mechanism 

to further strengthen nationally integrated geospatial information 

management and the desired transformational change that is required.

• The IGIF provides a holistic, integrated national information systems-of-

systems approach to the data life cycle. It shows you how to do it.

• The approach, and comprehensive guidance for countries, recognizes the 

importance of capacity and capability development from the outset, 

beginning with the process to develop and prepare a Country-level Action 

Plan, a process that is participatory and inclusive for whole-of-government.

IGIF: Linkages to National Priorities
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“The technology, 

policies, standards, 

human resources and 

related activities to 

acquire, process, 

distribute, use, 

maintain and 

preserve spatial data” 

(OMB 2002).
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Convened jointly with AfricaGIS 2019, Fifth Plenary Meeting of UN-GGIM Africa, in Kigali, Rwanda,18-22 

November 2019. Attended by more than 80 participants, including from 27 African countries.

IGIF: Linkages to National Priorities


