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Objective

The primary objective of the Working Group is to ensure from a statistical and geographic 
location perspective that the key principle of the 2030 Agenda, to leave no one behind, is 
reflected in the Global Indicator Framework.
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Terms of Reference

1. Provide expertise and advice to the IAEG-SDGs and the larger statistical community as to 
how geospatial information, Earth observations and other new data sources can reliably 
and consistently contribute to the indicators. (WP 2018-2019)

2. Review options and provide guidance to IAEG-SDGs, as to the role of NSOs in 
considering geospatial information and earth observations, as well as other Big Data, as 
a means to contribute to and validate datasets as part of official statistics for SDG 
indicators. (WP 2018-2019)

3. Review the agreed indicators and metadata through a ‘geographic location’ lens and 
identify existing geospatial data gaps, methodological and measurements issues. 
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Terms of Reference

4. Consider how geospatial information can contribute to the indicators and metadata: 1) 
as a direct indicator in itself; 2) to support and augment statistical data; 3) to improve 
the production process of statistical data; 4) to validate national statistical data inputs; 
5) to communicate and visualize the geographic dimensions and context of the 
indicators where appropriate; and 6) to provide granularity and disaggregation of the 
indicators where appropriate.

5. Provide national and regional level experiences and best practices in geospatial data 
production to measure leaving no one behind. (WP 2018-2019)

6. Propose strategies for undertaking methodological work on specific areas for improving 
disaggregation by geographic location concepts for national and sub-national reporting, 
including to the HLG and to the Statistical Commission. (WP 2018-2019)



Voluntary national assessment of 
Member’s readiness to apply 
geospatial information in the 
production of indicators

A voluntary review of 
readiness
to utilize global and national
geospatial data and satellite
earth observations data sets 
in the production of 
indicators (based on the
shortlist of 24 indicators)

Indicator

Global National Global National National Global National National

2.4.1

6.3.2

6.5.2

6.6.1

9.1.1

9.c.1

11.2.1

11.3.1

11.7.1

14.2.1

14.5.1

15.1.1

15.1.2       ?

15.3.1

15.4.1        ?

SUB-LIST A:

GEOSPATIAL 
DATA

IS NEEDED
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Agenda Item #2 – Voluntary National Assessment

Plan for action:
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Agenda Item #2 – Voluntary National Assessment

Plan for action:

1) Request all Member States represented in the WG to undertake this voluntary assessment
2) Co-ordinator of this activity (Mexico) will send out an excel sheet/reminder in early January 

2019
3) Responses requested by mid-March 2019
4) Provide an update to IAEG-SGs at their spring meeting 

When:
Q1 2019
Who:
Mexico
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Agenda Item #2 – Activity on Institutional Cooperation

Plan for action:
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Agenda Item #2 – Activity on Institutional Cooperation

Plan for action:

1) Look forward to UN-GGIM: Europe’s report
2) Review and consider (at future online meetings) feasibility of extending this activity to other 

regions

When:
Q1 & Q2
Who:
Co-Chairs
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Agenda Item #2 – Global Definition of Settlement

Plan for action:
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Agenda Item #2 – Global Definition of Settlement

Plan for action:

1) Expert consultation(s) planned in 2019 in the lead up to presenting an internationally agreed 
global definition to the Statistical Commission in 2020

2) Continue to track the progress of the consultation and if invited, ready to participate in the 
expert consultation(s)

When:
2019
Who:
Co-Chairs and Secretariat
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Task Stream #1
addresses disaggregation by geographic location and aggregation of geocoded unit level data
(co-led by Chile and China)

Execution plan seeks to -
▪ Identify existing exemplars
▪ Compile good practices
▪ Document methodologies

Proposed deliverables -
▪ A compilation of exemplars and good practices on disaggregation by geographic location and 

aggregation of geocoded unit level data
▪ Technical guidance on concepts and methodologies for data disaggregation by geographic 

location

Duration –
• 2018/2019
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Task Stream #1
addresses disaggregation by geographic location and aggregation of geocoded unit level data
(co-led by Chile and China)

Execution plan seeks to -
▪ Identify existing exemplars
▪ Compile good practices
▪ Document methodologies

Proposed deliverables -
▪ A compilation of exemplars and good practices on disaggregation by geographic location and 

aggregation of geocoded unit level data
▪ Technical guidance on concepts and methodologies for data disaggregation by geographic 

location

Duration –
• 2018/2019



5th Meeting of IAEG-SDG WGGI
5 and 8 December 2018, Nairobi, Kenya

Agenda Item #1

Task Stream #1
addresses disaggregation by geographic location and aggregation of geocoded unit level data
(co-led by Chile and China)

Execution plan seeks to -
▪ Identify existing exemplars
▪ Compile good practices
▪ Document methodologies

Proposed deliverables -
▪ A compilation of exemplars and good practices on disaggregation by geographic location and 

aggregation of geocoded unit level data
▪ Technical guidance on concepts and methodologies for data disaggregation by geographic 

location

Duration –
• 2018/2019
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Agenda Item #3 – Task Stream #1

Plan for action:
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Agenda Item #3 – Task Stream #1

Plan for action:

1) Co-chairs to brief and provide feedback to Chen Jun and Macarena including expressing and 
discussing the WG’s concern on the technical guidelines (audience, purpose, 
appropriateness) 
(Secretariat to organized an online meeting in the next 2 weeks)

2) Co-Leads, Co-Chairs and Secretariat will jointly address the six questions posed by the Task 
Stream #1 co-Leads (December 2018/January 2019)

3) Co-Leads to work to plan
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Task Stream #2
addresses the availability and application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation data for the 
production of indicators (co-led by Colombia and Sweden)

Execution plan seeks to -
▪ Document national experiences and good practices including case studies
▪ Develop expert guidance on the application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation

data for production of indicators
▪ Make recommendations on the uptake of satellite earth observation data in statistical

processes

Proposed deliverables -
▪ A compilation of national experiences, good practices and case studies
▪ Technical guidance on concepts and methodologies the integration of satellite earth 

observation data streams into the production of indicators

Duration –
• 2018/2019
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Task Stream #2
addresses the availability and application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation data for the 
production of indicators (co-led by Colombia and Sweden)

Execution plan seeks to -
▪ Document national experiences and good practices including case studies
▪ Develop expert guidance on the application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation

data for production of indicators
▪ Make recommendations on the uptake of satellite earth observation data in statistical

processes

Proposed deliverables -
▪ A compilation of national experiences, good practices and case studies
▪ Technical guidance on concepts and methodologies the integration of satellite earth 

observation data streams into the production of indicators

Duration –
• 2018/2019
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Task Stream #2
addresses the availability and application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation data for the 
production of indicators (co-led by Colombia and Sweden)

Execution plan seeks to -
▪ Document national experiences and good practices including case studies
▪ Develop expert guidance on the application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation

data for production of indicators
▪ Make recommendations on the uptake of satellite earth observation data in statistical

processes

Proposed deliverables -
▪ A compilation of national experiences, good practices and case studies
▪ Technical guidance on concepts and methodologies the integration of satellite earth 

observation data streams into the production of indicators

Duration –
• 2018/2019
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Task Stream #2
addresses the availability and application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation data for the 
production of indicators (co-led by Colombia and Sweden)

Execution plan seeks to -
▪ Document national experiences and good practices including case studies
▪ Develop expert guidance on the application of ‘production ready’ satellite earth observation

data for production of indicators
▪ Make recommendations on the uptake of satellite earth observation data in statistical

processes

Proposed deliverables -
▪ A compilation of national experiences, good practices and case studies
▪ Technical guidance on concepts and methodologies the integration of satellite earth 

observation data streams into the production of indicators

Duration –
• 2018/2019
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Agenda Item #4 – Task Stream #2

Plan for action:
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i) Develop expert advice and guidance to IAEG-SDGs and the larger 
statistical community

Task: Review global metadata, engage with UN Custodians 
• Assess EO4SDG Compendium and Indicator Fact Sheets, mainly for selected 

indicators, from a statistical point of view (January 2019)
• Provide country experiences to UN Custodians

Deliverables
• Feedback to EO4SDG Project, improved Fact Sheets
• Summarize the task in a report to the IAEG-SDG
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ii) Document national experiences and good practices including case studies

Task: Production of indicators, testing global data and methods
• Use available global data and tools to produce 6.6.1, 11.3.1 and 15.3.1
• Investigate and test 6.3.2 and 9.1.1

Deliverables
• Country reports on experiences from testing global data and methods
• Summarize the findings in a report to the IAEG-SDG
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iii) Provide recommendation on the role of NSOs on the uptake of 
production-ready satellite earth observations

Task: Investigate Data Hubs, Data Cubes, Platforms, Capacity issues
• Leverage existing platforms and initiatives (avoid duplication)
• Investigate other relevant solutions for countries
• Document how countries can build capacity through existing initiatives

Deliverables
• Summarize the findings in a report to the IAEG-SDG
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Membership

Rotation of members in the IAEG-SDGs

New members (following the rotation of members in IAEG-SDGs) in the Working Group anticipated in 
2019

UN-GGIM Regional Entities may also wish to rotate their representatives in the Working Group

Next face-to-face meeting

Suggestion:
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Desired Outcomes (5th December 2018)

• Incorporating outcomes from workshop in the Execution Plans for TS #1 and #2
• Agreed Executions Plans for Task Streams 1 and 2, finalized by ?? Dec
• (Report back to co-leads for TS #1)
• More countries willing to do assessments of the short list
• Follow-up with the co-chairs of the IAEG-SDG on the outcomes (co-chairs of WGGI)


