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Legal Frameworks for Geospatial 
Information Management 
– a national approach
Matt Amos – Deputy Chief Geodesist

NZ Geospatial Strategy - 2007
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Data.govt.nz

Foundations for Open Government 
Data and Information

Government direction to government agencies to 

proactively release all:

• publicly funded data

• non-personal and unclassified

• high potential value for re-use

How do we do this?

• apply the NZ Data & Information 

Management Principles

• licensed for re-use (NZGOAL)

• published on Data.govt.nz

NZ Declaration on Open and 
Transparent Government, 2011
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Licensed

Non-proprietary

Machine-readable

By default
(unless there is a 
good reason not to)

NZ Data and Information 
Management Principles, 2011

NZ Government Open Access and 
Licensing (NZGOAL) Framework

Guidance to publicly funded agencies on how to 

apply Creative Commons licences to information 

data and content, published digitally or in 

hardcopy.

➢ Copyright = ownership

➢ Licence = permissions to re-use (assigned by the 

copyright owner)
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Data.govt.nz

Data.linz.govt.nz
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Privacy v’s Openness

Getting the balance right

Privacy Act 1993 principles
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Privacy Impact Assessment

• https://www.privacy.org.nz/news-and-publications/guidance-resources/privacy-impact-

assessment/

Privacy v’s Impact

https://www.privacy.org.nz/news-and-publications/guidance-resources/privacy-impact-assessment/
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Open LINZ Geodetic Data

Geodetic data is made available 
through:

Geodetic database website
LINZ data service

Landonline
GeoNet

The Information includes:
Observational data
Mark information
Coordinates
Gravity data, geoid
Deformation models
GNSS observations, RINEX files, streamed data

Open data benefits to LINZ

• In releasing GNSS data freely we get GNSS 

supplied to us for free by the Private sector –

enhances the geodetic network

• In releasing all our data it enables it to be used 

for GGRF improvements from which we can 

benefit

• It enables the innovative use of the data –

weather forecasting

• It saves us money – we work jointly across 

Central and Local Government and the Private 

Sector


