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Data and Information in the “Smart” Era

• In this era of Smart Cities, data is the new “Natural Resource” - vast and mostly untapped

• 80% OF ALL HUMAN ACTIVITY HAS LOCATION INFORMATION EMBEDDED IN IT!

• Like our cultural heritage, Data is a resource that needs to be generated, protected and 
interpreted. 

• Data based decision making must be our behavior. 

• As Plato pointed out, human behavior stems not just from knowledge but also from desire and 
emotion

• It is the management of human desire and emotion which will be key to the UNGGIM 
information management policies
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Aim is Better Management of public assets through the 
lifecycle of Design Build Operate Maintain
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Source: ARC Advisory Group, 2016
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Reality Modeling7
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Information management AVI
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Conscious efforts are being made by 
countries to make their data, including 
geospatial data, OPEN and often times, 

FREELY AVAILABLE for use by public and 
private enterprises

OPEN DATA IS THE NEED 

OF THE HOUR! 

Globally too, like, Group of Earth Observations (GEO) have 
been striving to make EO data freely and openly available for 

societal benefit areas via the GEOSS platform
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Economic Value of Geospatial OPEN Data 
across countries 

USA
USD 96,000 
Million 

EUROPEAN UNION
USD 40,000 

Million

AUSTRALIA
USD 25.3 Million
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Issues with DATA PRIVACY Policies

• Transparency and specificity of purpose 

• Catching up with complexity of Data Proliferation and accessibility

• Balance needs of NMAs vs. Users vs. non-traditional data generators

• Policies for volunteered geospatial information (VGI)

• Acknowledging voice of industry, academia, as well as government while 

creating policies

• First create policies to market geospatial information and encouraging use of 

fundamental geospatial data
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Issues with DATA PRIVACY Policies

• Free data needs to be matched with complementary infrastructure, so policy 

for suitable data infrastructure

• No single legal framework possible to address multi user-multi supplier system 

of today – multiple legal framework needed

• Put professional responsibility and liability on data generators and 

distributors in times of risk

“PRIVACY IS A MOOT POINT”
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Thank you


