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Co-ordination of Cartographic Services of
Specialized Agencies and
International Organizations

Resolution of 19 February 1948

Recommendations of 18 May 1949

Office of the Director Cartographic Section

Statistics Division Logistics Support Division
Department of Economic and Social Department of Field Support
Affairs

Organize United Nations Regional Provide cartographic / geographic
Cartographic Conferences services to the UN Secretariat
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The Project Coordinators

UN Statistics Division

e Collects, processes and disseminates statistical information;

e standardizes statistical methods, classifications and definitions;

e coordinates international statistical programmes and activities

e Manages the technical cooperation programme and

e coordinates global geospatial information management activities.

UN Cartographic Section

The UNCS provides cartographic and geographic support to all United
Nations operations inclusive of
e Security Council and senior UN management
e UN Secretariat

e UN Peace Operations and
technical assistance on international boundary issues and
field mission GIS

69\ GGIM Secretariat = UNSD and UNCS
Gv UN—GGIM United Nations Initiative on ggim.un.org
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Background:

e |n 2000 at the United Nations Geographic Information Working
Group (UNGIWG) meeting - international and administrative
boundaries are key cross cutting layers

e The Second Administrative Level Boundaries (SALB) project
was initiated in 2001, under the leadership of the World
Health Organization (WHO).

e [n 2009 it was agreed that the SALB project would be
transferred to the United Nations Secretariat

e On 1 January 2011, the SALB project was transferred from
WHO to UN Secretariat, whereby the coordination aspects are
taken care of by the Statistics Division (UNSD), Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and the technical aspects
by the United Nations Cartographic Section UNCS, Department
of Field Support (DFS).
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SALB Project Objectives:

Objective
To provide free access, for non-commercial use, to a
platform for the collection, management, visualization
and sharing of sub national data/information.

The SALB Platform:

e Covers all the UN Member States

e Data is freely redistributable (under copyright)

« Validated by the National Mapping Agencies

e Standardized (international border, Metadata, spelling, coding
scheme, editing protocols)
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Benefits - pata Integration and Sharing

SALB provides fundamental datasets that supports
multiple regional and global developmental activities

e Improved public access to data and information
e Improved public image for all and transparency

e Established scientific, credible and replicable decision
making methods

e Growth of resources and knowledge base
e Increased respect and trust among stakeholders.

= Generation of information with high values, creation of
value added services and new industries

e Optimization of spatial data servicing cost

=\
e

)
= L
| ) % y o
7 United Nations Initiative on -
UN-GGIM

Global Geospatial Information Management




Importance of SALB to this Region

e A good example of successful regional and global cooperation
among (Universities, regional organisations, national mapping
agencies, GIS vendors, NGO’s and development organisations)
that works

e Provides a fundamental component of the geospatial base that
can be used to support a variety of applications.

e An existing mechanism which allows for collaboration,
Information sharing and knowledge transfer among regional
geospatial entities in the region

e Ownership of the SALB data and information increases the
efficiency and effectiveness of data collection, management and
dissemination, improves accuracy and authenticity.

United Nations Initiative on s
UN-GGIM
Global Geospatial Information Management




Operational Concept:
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SALB process
(coordination and technical)
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SALB: Data Model

Historic changes tables: comparison of new data + 2000

baseline
- Excel format
GIS map data
- Shape file format

UN-GGIM

Country: Elivia
Representativity: JJanuary 2000
Source of the data: Military Geographical Institute
Source of the codes: SALE project. Copyright ® United Mations 2003, All rights reserved
According to the MMA of Spain, there are no grammatical rules For translating the / spanish letter but the raman
Comments: letter r would be the mast appropriate instead. So we changed every letter f in the attribute table inta n
For the other accents on letters [§, &, ete], we removed them in order to follaw the specifications of the project.
st ad, tive level mames | st ad, level codes | Zud ad evel mames | Zud a £l codes
Chuguisaca EOLoo Azurduy BOLOOIOM
Chuguizaca EOL00 Belisario Boeto BOLo0100z
Chuguisaca EOL00 Hernando Siles BOLo01003
Chuguizaca EOL00 Luis Calvo BOLo01004
Chuguisaca EOL00 Mor Cinti BOL00100%
Chuguizaca EOL00 Qropeza BOL00100E
Chuguisaca EOL00 Sud Cinti BOLo010a7
Chuguizaca EOL00 Tomina BOLo01002
Chuguisaca EOL00 amparaez BOLo01003
Chuguizaca EOL001 Zudanez BOLO01010
Cochabamba EOLO0Z Arani BOLoo2001
Cochabamba EOL00Z Argque EOL002002
Cochabamba EOLO0Z Byopaya EOL002002
Cochabamba EOL00Z Bolivar EOL002004
Cochabamba BDLU'QZ Camperc = BDLUU@US | o
Cochabamba -
Cochabamba Eounts Bolivia
Cochabamba Administrative level: |15t
[Cochabamba Representativity: 01.01.1390 - 10.04.2003
Cochabamba Source of the data: Mlilitary Gieographical Instituee
Cochabamba Source of the codes: | SALE project, Copyright # United Mations 2003. All rights reserved
Cochabamba
Cochabamba According to the WA of Spain, there are no grammatical rales for translating the fi spanish letter but
Cochabamba the roman letter nwould be the mast appropriate instead. So we changed every letter fi inthe attribute
Cochabamba Comments: table into n.
EIOE:’ha_Damba - Far the ather aceents an letters (3, &, ete], we remaved them in arder ta Follow the specifications of
enl N
EEen the project,
ElEeni
El Beni Period 01.01.1990 - 10.04.2003
ElEeni -
ElBem Chuguizaca BEOLIM
ElBeni Cochabamba BOLOOZ
El Eeni [ ElBeni BOLONZ
LaPaz LaPaz BOLON4
LaPaz Unit names Qrura BOLO0S
LaFaz Fanda BOLONE
LaPaz -
TaFm Patosi BOLOO?
Santa Cruz BOLO0S
Tarija BOLO0S
Units Number 9 units
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SALB status map

Data Availability
[ ] sALBData Available (94)

[ ] Mo sALB Data

- No Administrative Unit (7}

SALB Data Availability Status (as of March 2011)

SOURCE:
Second Administrative Lewel Boundaries data set
hittp dwww un s3lb org

acceptance bythe United Mations.
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Some Achievements and Status

« SALB Project institutionalised

 Creation of a geospatial portal

 Register of National Mapping Agencies

« Anincreasing number of users

« Capacity building and strengthening of contribution of regional

nodes
Descriptions No. of Member States
Contact information of NMAs 179
Coded historic change data 172
Validated data 51
Data under validation 50
SALB registered users 1,670
UN staff who are SALB registered users 200

C % Data as at January 2013
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SALB Status of Middle East
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SALB Status of Middle East

SYRIAN

Algiers Tunls
-rd fl
4....:6"-1-‘1-“ d'nr.;

gy

: oo
‘UNISIA 24) ! Byashd

PLESTINE If\mman

. BAHRAIN (12)

hQATAR (14?}
"; _ : t\%ﬁ

-
Muscat

* Algeria is noi a member of ESCWA

* Final boundary beiwsen the Rapublic of
Sudan and fhe Bepublic af South Sudan has nat
yef haen daferminad.

% Cinal status of the Abyel area is not yet

{ deiermined.

The haundaries and names shown and fhe
designalions used on this map do not imply
afficial endarsement ar accepiance by the

Legend

Unitad Naiions. C O U N T R Y
X0 %0 &0 0\ Admin 1 Units)
0 100 200 200 400 500 mi
@
L\
Department of Field Support
January 2013 Cartograpic Section

United Nations Initiative on s
UN-GGIM
Global Geospatial Information Management




Challenges

e Accessing sub-national level boundary data from
member states

e« Maintaining data currency

e The harmonisation and validation of SALB data and
UN internal datasets.

e Scarcity of resources to support maintenance of portal
and overall management of the project tasks.

 Need for an appropriate data model for SALB that is
accepted by all stakeholders.
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Next Steps

UNSD to liaise with regional commission and contact NMAs
UNCS to assist technical oversight

- WHO HQ WHO EMRO UNECA UNESCAP UNECLAC
"’ 1

!
AIT Il UN Map Library
Europe Middle East Africa Asia Americas

Section 1
Validation NMA
[ O Project Maragement
Distribution WHO HQ O IS Tochrical work

o Active development in the future concerns:

« Expanding the usability of the SALB Portal (giving access to NMAs
contact information site to ensure currency of information).

o Strengthening capacity building of the Member States (training

workshops on data harmonization, validation, editing through the
regional nodes).
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Participate in SALB

You are invited to register and = =

explore the SALB website and — s

o W have 53 guests =nd 52
O rta e N—— The Second Administrative Level Boundaries data set project (SALB) has | members online
7 PrDJ'El:tackncm'\ed Aol been lsunched in 2001 in the context of the activities of the UN
! e, Geographic Information Working Group [UNGIWG) and has for objective
« NMAs contact information = z
Dt id to provide access to a working platform for the collection, management,
iy G::;;:;L e visualization and sharing of sub national data and information in a

seamless way from the national to the global level.
= Help us
n M - Contact us

= ESRI grant This platform is developed in collaboration with and validated by the
« SALBE at ArcGlS.com Mational Mapping Agencies (NMA) of each UN Member State and results
- SALE at GeoNetwork in = database which contains:
.
AVaI |ab | e are - = MNational Mapping Agencies contact information,
" Registered Use enu = Coded historic changes starting from 1990 for the 1st sub national

o _— _ level and from 2000 for the 2nd sub naticnal level,
- i
ur?a:;easndm.:l:l::;: - Seamless GIS maps corresponding to the different situations

o Seamless administrative

This database is standardized in terms of the international border,
metadata profile, spelling, coding scheme, editing protocols used and

bo u n d ar m a S LDgII‘I can be downloaded at no cost from this website subject to the respect of
Usemame the following data policy:

[—— Copyright of the SALBE dataset {codes and digital maps) is vested in the

= = UN. The owner of the data agrees on the usa, reproduction, distribution,

o CO d e d h IStO rI C C h an g eS Of display, publication and dissemination at no cost to third parties of the
. n N Due to the difference in the gquality of the documents compiled. the

o digital maps part of the dataset are more adapted for thematic mapping

than for precise location or modeling. It is therefore recommended not

SALBE dataset, in any manner and in any form whatsoever, subject to
to use this data at a scale below 1:1'000'000.

the copyright and acknowledgement mentioned in the metadata. Itis

. .
m a I n a e n C I eS Please consult the project overview page for more information regarding
the standards, methods and processes used as well to get an update on

prohibited to change the contents of the database without consent of
the state of progress and future of the project.

Hhoet e Rigrest v st =honkl b v ted 1o the Tollowiig
address: SALBE@un.org. The SALE dataset is for non-commercial
purposes only.

Second Administrative Level Boundaries Dataset, Copyright © United Nations and in addition for each dataset the institution mentioned in connection with such dataset,
2013. All rights reserved,

The depiction and use of boundaries, geographic names and related data shown on maps and incleded in lists, tables, documents, and databases on this web site are
not warranted to be emor fres nor do they ity imphy official or o by the United Mations and the World Hesith Organization.
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Thank you

SALB coordinator
blakel@un.orqg; laaribi@un.orqg

SALB technical coordinator
kagawa@un.orqg: velandria@un.orq

http://ggim.un.orq
http://unsalb.orqg/
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