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Central Informatics Organization (CIO) 

2 GIS Directorate (CIO) 

   Central  Informatics  Organization  (CIO) plays a leading  role  in  the 
implementation  of information  technology  (IT)  in  the Kingdom  of 
Bahrain  and holds  the responsibility  of: 

 
ÁMaintaining the National address database.  

 
ÁManaging and controlling the Central Population Registry (CPR).  
 
ÁMaintaining a National Geospatial Database and Supporting the 

existing and new GIS users in the Government and the services sector.  
 
ÁImparting the functions of implementation of Information 

Technology (IT) at National level.  
 
ÁManaging the functionalities related to National Statistics . 
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GIS Directorate 

The GIS Directorate was established to cater to the increasing needs of geographic 
information in the Kingdom and to support decision making and other government  
processes and operations.  
 

Services rendered includes but not limited to: 

Å GIS oriented Technical support to  all stakeholders, 
Government, and Private Sectors. 

Å Implementing and maintaining the NSDI for the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. 

Å Providing consultancy services to Government 
organizations in the field of GIS 

Å Pioneer in providing GIS training for Government 
employees and stakeholders.  



Status Quo of Bahrain Spatial 
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2 
ωAbsence of data sharing and systems 

integration. 

3 
ωMany data formats.  

4 
ωNo standards for: GIS software, procedures, 

applications, and spatial database. 

ωMore than 42 Government units using GIS 
individually. 
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ü    National GIS Steering Committee objectives 
 
Á Make GIS available to improve the efficiency of ministries and public and 

private organizations; 
 

Á Create a Spatial Data Clearinghouse with a centralized data repository. 
 

Á Direct and support the development of integrated GIS systems; 
 

Á Define the priorities in the development of GIS databases and study and 
evaluate GIS development proposals; 
 

Á Propose strategies and standards for GIS data exchange 

 Background - NGISSC 

National GIS Steering Committee (NGISSC) was established in compliance to the 
Government Decree, dated January 24, 2004 ς vide Resolution No. (3) by 
Honorable His Royal  Highness the Prime Minister Prince Khalifa Bin Salman Al 
Khalifa. 



The GIS Directorate (CIO), Kingdom of Bahrain, 
in compliance of a Government Decree made 
by Honorable His Royal Highness the Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa Bin Salman Al Khalifa,  
and directives of National GIS Steering 
Committee (NGISSC) officially initiated the 
National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI), for 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, in February 2005.  

  

The GIS Directorate, CIO, in the official capacity 
of a nominated member of National GIS 
Steering Committee (NGISSC) administrates 
Bahrain Spatial Data Infrastructure (BSDI) 
Portal, to disseminate spatial data.  

Bahrain Spatial Data Infrastructure(BSDI) 
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Targeted Groups 



 

Ç Addresses. 
 

Ç Electricity Network.  
 

Ç Water Network.  
 

Ç Telecommunication 

Infrastructure.  
 

Ç Topographic maps. 
 

Ç Cadastral. 
 

Ç Buildings Polygons. 
 

Ç Street centerlines.  
 

Ç Oil & Gas Pipelines . 
 

Ç Sewerage & Drainage  
 

Ç Administrative  Boundaries  
 

Ç Point  of Interest  (POI) 
 

Ç Satellite  Images 
 

Ç Demographic  Data 

Ç Marine  Layers 

BSDI Portal ς Data Layers 


