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I ntroduction

1. The United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) oetBepartment for Economic and
Social Affairs (DESA) in cooperation with the Urdt&ations Cartographic Section
(UNCS) of the Department of Field Support (DFS)eamed the Third Preparatory
Meeting on Global Geospatial Information Managem@&fGIM) in New York, 4-6
April 2011. 60 Experts from 20 countries (Australgrazil, Burkina Faso, Canada,
Chile, China, Colombia, Finland, Germany, Guatemataia, Japan, Malaysia,
Mexico, Republic of Korea, Norway, Sweden, TanzaklK, USA), 6 UN entities
(UNOOSA, UNECA, UNGEGN, UNGIWG, UNCS, and UNSD) atd Regional
and International Organizations (GSDI, FIG, IHOCISM, ICA, ISPRS, EUROGI,
ISO/TC 211, OGC, JB GIS/ESRI, GIS Developmprittended the Meeting (see
Annex 1). The meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Hirokhirakami (Japan) and Mr.
Luiz Paulo Fortes (Brazil).

2. Paul Cheung, Director of UNSD, welcomed the expemsl thanked them for
providing their strong guidance and continuous supfp the GGIM initiative since
the first meeting in Bangkok in October 2009. Hiel@ssed the need and relevance
of such a global mechanism, set up under the aesmé the United Nations to
respond effectively to the global critical issuagidg humanitarian crises, and to
support place-based strategies for socio-econopveldpment. Mr. Cheung stressed
that the establishment of this global mechanism miprove coordination among
geospatial information authorities across countriéng the regional perspectives
together and help evolve a global community of ficacthrough the adoption of
partnerships, including with the private sector atiter emerging mapping networks.
In this context, Mr. Cheung also noted that thetioam from countries is increasing,
and emphasized the need for the global mechanishe toountry-driven, with the
identification of focal points from countries.

3. Kyoung-Soo Eom, Chief of UNCS, addressed in hisfbemark that, throughout the
past UNCS experience, while many of the MembereStgirofessional experts and
international/regional organizations have the capacesource and willingness to
help for global challenges, there is no or lacklobal mechanism in terms of how to
support each other effectively and in timely fashiwith coordinated means and
cooperated ways. Thus, it is clear that the esfatent of a UN Committee of
Experts on GGIM would greatly help to resolve sabhllenges.

4. Eight technical papers on the activies of UN amesm and international
organizations and the lessons learned from therkvad been prepared and were
briefly introduced by the respective authors ($&an Annex 2).

Discussion

Draft ECOSOC report on Global Geospatial information management

5. UNSD made a brief presentation on the process whaat initiated and led to the
preparation of the report on GGIM commissioned IBOSOC as well as the future
steps that would lead to its submission to ECOS@(th regard to the content itself,
it was noted that the report was not meant for @gpm the field of geospatial



information, but rather for ECOSOC delegates. Iis thontext, the discussion

focussed on the general message to be conveygstnis of the need and relevance
of a global mechanism, its response to the glabiéical issues, and the overall
benefits geospatial information management is dmrting to socio-economic

development, and particularly to countries in neElde meeting reviewed the key
geospatial information issues outlined in the re@ord made some suggestions.
Comments from the participants were raised witharégto the importance of

clarification and relationship of different actiei¢ mentioned in ECOSOC report
since it is dedicated to politicians and decisioskars, the absence of hydrological
terminologies, and the lack of action orientatetbsefor the Terms of Reference of
the Proposed Committee on GGIM. There was geneyadement that the global

mechanism should be built on the regional initegivand be output-oriented. The
meeting also reiterated its recognition that thestmimportant challenge lies in the
area of effective coordination and infrastructuranagement, both at the national,
regional and international level, in order to depethe full potential of geospatial

information and the underlying technologies andntake them accessible to and
effectively used by a broad range of users.

Update on Mission Statement and Critical | ssues

6. The meeting reviewed the Terms of Reference (TOR)eProposed UN Committee
of Experts on GGIM and made some suggestions, cpdatly with regard to
membership. It was explained that the term “Expesta generic one used by the UN
for Member States representatives within a Commitidhe issue of a focal point on
geospatial information management within a countvgs discussed. It was
recognized that a single focal point for GGIM witha country may be a difficult
issue due to the fact that coordination is onehef hajor challenges facing many
countries today and that each country has its SBpemiministrative arrangements.
Comments were raised concerning the importancstabéishing a mechanism to ensure
the continuity of GGIM work and the clarificationf ¢the role to be played by the
international professional organisatioftswas agreed that the critical issues on GGIM
contained in the Mission Statement and outlinethexTOR will be discussed in the
first official meeting of the Proposed Committee

Update on Some GGIM Activities

7. The meeting reviewed some GGIM-related activitiasried out since the Second
Preparatory Meeting, held in May 2010. UNSD devetba website on GGIM, a
resource for GGIM experts and others, particularlynational practices in geospatial
information management, and a knowledge-base ospadial information policy
issues to the widest possible audience. The wehséder features a GGIM logo that
was presented to the audience. The meeting apmediae website and the logo as
point of focus for the wider geospatial informatioommunity. Updates on Global
Map project, UNmap and UN Second Administrative éleBoundaries (SALB)
project were presented and discussed. The meetjrega that these projects are
complementary and gain to cooperate with each anoth

8. Representatives of other initiatives such as INEP#Rd UN-SPIDER shared some
lessons learned from their work respectively indper and other parts of the world.
The UN-SPIDER coordinator gave an example of a gesdon learned in Chile



where the success in responding effectively toethihquake was attributed to the
availability of its National Spatial Data Infrastture (NSDI). It was reported that the
GGIM initiative had been presented to various imiional meetings, such as the
INSPIRE Conference 2010 in Poland, GSDI-12 Confegeand the ISCGM-17 in
Singapore in October 2010, PAIGH meetings in Liferu, in November 2010, and
more recently the Geospatial World Forum 2011 indétgbad, India, The
representative of Japan shared with the group tttene to which geospatial
information was used in the context of the recextastrophic events in his country.
In this context he reemphasized the need for effecbordination. Other issues were
raised during this session concerning the needdfalogue between geospatial
industry and National Mapping Authorities as wedltae importance of establishing
cooperation mechanisms under UN framework.

First forum on GGIM

9. Republic of Korea, the host country of the upcomfogum on GGIM, made a
presentation on the logistics and other organimati@rrangements the country is
putting in place for the organization of the forinmOctober 2011. The expert group
meeting agreed on the format of the forum as fdlotlie first morning session will
be dedicated to an opening ceremony, followed irasterial segment, involving
4-5 ministers representing all regions of the worldhe following four half-day
sessions will each cover respectively a key geddpanformation issue: (i)
Challenges in geospatial policy formulation andtitngonal arrangements; (ii)
Common frameworks and tools in GGIM,; (iii) Develngijoint products in meeting
global needs; and (iv) Capacity building & knowledgansfer. The afternoon of the
third day will be reserved for a Committee of Expesession. In addition to the
forum activities there will be a special event be tssues and challenges related to
the integration of statistical and geospatial infation on 27 October 2011. The
meeting also agreed on a pre-conference activityex@hange forum to facilitate the
involvement of the geospatial industry at the msestior levels in the discussions
surrounding GGIM. It is worth noting that the hastuntry has expressed its
commitment to support up to 30 developing countriesn all regions of the world,
to attend the forum. Participants discussed whetherministerial session should
emphasize the technical or generic issues to atthec attention of the decision
makers and agreed that emphasis should be in pirggehe topics from a strategic
than technical operational point of view.

I nformal Bilateral Consultations

10.The third day was dedicated to informal bilaterahsultations and to meetings of
some of the international and regional organizatigng. JB-GIS meeting; PC-IDEA
Working Group meeting; ISCGM and UNCS technical timgg Business forum
planning meeting as pre-conference activity ofttigh level forum on GGIM).

Conclusion

11.The meeting reached the conclusion that the reporGGIM, commissioned by
ECOSOC in July 2010, as amended, can be submittide thext session of ECOSOC
in July 2001. Experts were given an opportunitystiomit specific comments and



corrections by 13 April to UNSD. On the basis aégé inputs the Secretariat would
then finalize the Secretary General’s report irseloonsultation with the co-chdirs

12.With respect to the upcoming high level forum on I@Go be held in Seoul,

Republic of Korea, set from 24 to 26 of October 20the meeting welcomed the
efforts being made by the Host country as wellhesWN, and encouraged them to
continue the preparatory activities, both at sutista and organizational levels. The
meeting reiterated its recognition that geospalkidhbases are increasingly important
to societies all over the world and geospatial dad associated policies at regional
and global levels are important tools for addregsiarrent cross-border problems
such as climate change; natural disasters; envieatah quality; disease pandemics;
wars; famines; population displacement; migratemmg economic crises. The meeting
agreed that the forum on GGIM would provide a urigpportunity to kick-start the
discussion of some of these critical geospatiarmftion issues at the global level.
This would be a useful contribution to the reflention a possible programme of
work for the next coming years.

! The ECOSOC paper was subsequently submitted anfihel version can be found on the ECOSOC
website: http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
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Annex 2: List of technical papers

1  Mauro Salvemini President of EUROGI Results o TRSPIRE State of Play 2010: First
lessons learnt from the application of INPIRE
directive in EUROPE

2 Yoshikazu Fukushima Secretary General of Present Status of Global Mapping Project and its
ISCGM contribution to GGIM
3 Abbas Rajabifard President of GSDI GSDI Short Report to 3rd Preparatory Meeting of

the Proposed United Nations Committee on Global
Geospatial Information Management

4  UNCS UNmap

5 UNSD and UNCS Update on SALB Project

6 UNSD The Common Alerting Protocol (CAP)

7 UNSD Feedback on the GGIM initiative from various
international Meetings

8 UNSD
GGIM Website

' Abbreviations:

GSDI: Global Spatial Data Intrasture Association

FIG: International FederatmfrSurveyors

IHO: International Hydrograpl@®rganization

ISCGM: International Steering Committee for Global Mapping

ICA: International CartograplAssociation

EUROGI: European Umbrella Organizafior Geographic Information

ISPRS: International Society Rivotogrammetry and Remote Sensing

ISO/TC 211: International Organization &andardization/Technical Committee 211

OGC: The Open Geospatial Coism

JB GIS: The Joint Board of Gedgpdnformation Societies

ESRI: Environmental Systenes@&arch Institute

GIS Development: Geographic Information Systeragdlopment

UNOOSA: United Nations Office for @uiSpace Affairs

UNECA: United Nations Economic Quission for Africa

UNGEGN: United Nations Group of Exsesn Geographical Names

UNGIWG: United Nations Geographitoimation Working Group



