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CARIBBEAN 

SUB-REGION 



- 1 of 6 Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS)

- Comprises 28 SIDS 



Comprised of 16 

Member States & 

Territories of UN-GGIM

CARIBBEAN 

SUB-REGION



STEERING 
COMMITTEE 

Member States:

Antigua & Barbuda 

Barbados

Jamaica 

St. Lucia

Trinidad & Tobago

Technical Support:

UN-GGIM: Americas  

UNECLAC (Port of Spain & Santiago de Chile)

UN-GGIM: Americas Private Sector Network 

UN-GGIM: Americas Academic  Network 

UN-GGIM Secretariat

INEGI, Mexico

USA Census Bureau & HLG-IGIF

Previously led by 
St. Vincent & the 

Grenadines, 
currently led by 

Jamaica (2021-2025), 
as Caribbean Vocal 



CARIGEO

Improve Spatial Data 

Infrastructures at 

the national and 

regional levels   

.

OBJECTIVE

Implemented by the 
Americas Regional 

Committee of 
UN-GGIM 

(UN-GGIM: Americas)  

INITIATIVE



WORKPLAN 
OVERVIEW



KEY INITIATIVES

❖ Foster partnerships and collaborations to advance geospatial 

initiatives throughout Caribbean sub-region.

❖ Foster greater communication with Caribbean member states and 

understanding of their geospatial needs 

❖ Support National IGIF Workshops within Caribbean Member States 

towards IGIF implementation

❖ Host Caribbean IGIF Workshops



KEY INITIATIVES

❖ Host CARIGEO webinars to address key challenges                                                         

e.g. “Lessons Learnt post Hurricane Beryl”

❖ Facilitate Caribbean geoportal maintenance, upkeep and utilization 

❖ Facilitate capacity development initiatives throughout the Caribbean 

❖ Support global frameworks implementation within the Caribbean e.g. IGIF, Strategic 

Framework, GSGF etc.



UN-GGIM 
WORKING 
GROUP

GI4DRM

COPERNICUS 

LAC Chile 

Project

Zindi Jamaica Flying 

Labs 

COLLABORATIONS & PARTNERSHIPS 



CARIGEO 
& UN-GGIM 
WORKING GROUP
GI4DRM WEBINAR  



• Resource document:

Background paper on “Geospatial Support through 
partnership and collaboration for Hurricane Beryl 2024: 
Jamaica Case Study”

https://ggim.un.org/documents/Background_paper-Jamaica_Case%20_Study_draft_v.1.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/documents/Background_paper-Jamaica_Case%20_Study_draft_v.1.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/documents/Background_paper-Jamaica_Case%20_Study_draft_v.1.pdf


COPERNICUS 
LAC CHILE 
PROJECT 



CDEMA  Unmanned 
Aerial Systems (UAS) for 
Comprehensive Disaster 

Management 
Programme

Activation & Response 
by a National Emergency 

Operations Centre 
(NEOC): Jamaica

Jamaica’s National 
Emergency Response 
GIS Team (NERGIST) 

Mechanism & 

International Charter 
activation - Hurricane 

Beryl response 

Hurricane Beryl 
Coordination, Response 
& Recovery: St. Vincent 

& the Grenadines 

UN Coordinating Office: 
Jamaica

MapAction Geospatial 
Support



COPERNICUS 
LAC CHILE 
PROJECT 



Overview, 
progress & 
upcoming 

milestones

Project benefits 
for Caribbean 

countries

Cooperation 
opportunities & 

data access

Administering of 
‘Survey on the 
Availability of 

Data in Caribbean 
Countries’



Hybrid Side Event: 

1st Introduction of Copernicus 

LAC Chile project to Caribbean 

Member States 

11TH AMERICAS SESSION: 

CARIGEO SIDE EVENT

Copernicus LAC Chile presentation:

• Update on Project plans. 

• Clarification and extension of        

re-administering of Data 

Availability Survey. 

CARIBBEAN QUARTERLY 

MEETING

Copernicus LAC Chile 

presentation:

• Overview and Update on 

Project plans. 

• Re-administering of Data 

Availability Survey. 

15TH SESSION: 

CARIGEO SIDE EVENT

Aug. 2025

COPERNICUS LAC CHILE PROJECT 

Oct 2024
Oct 2025

(UNHQ, New York) (Virtual) 
(Mexico City & Virtual) 



15th

UN-GGIM 
SESSION  



Member States (6) and Representatives (14)

• Total number of Caribbean Member States 16
• Number of Caribbean countries that 

attended the session 6
• Percentage of Caribbean Member States 

that attended 37.50%
• Number of representatives from 

Caribbean Member States 13
• Total number of Caribbean participants 14

21

NOTE: Participant numbers are the Experts from capital and not the Mission representatives.



Summary of Caribbean Interventions 

22

Total 
Interventions

Caribbean  
Interventations

item 8 Global geodetic reference frame 45 2
item 3 Enhancing 38 5
item 12 Application of GI to land admin and mgmnt 33 3
item 4 Contribution of Regional Committees 31 1
item 7 UN-IGIF 30 4
item 17 Contributions of UN global geospatial centres 29  
item 15 Adoption of standards 27 3
item 10 GI for climate and resilience 26 4
item 11 Integration of Geo and Statistics 25 1
item 16 Geographical names 23 2
item 6 Future Geospatial information Ecosystem 21
item 9 Sustainable development 18 1
item 13 Integrated marine geospatial information 17 1
item 14 Policy and Legal 11 1
item 5 Contribution of Thematic Networks 9  

383 28

Agenda Item

Jamaica 12
Guyana 5
Antigua and Barbuda 4
Barbados 4
Bahamas 2
St. Lucia 1

28



Preparatory 

Webinar

(July 24, 2025)                            

virtual 

CARIGEO 

Side Event

(August 5, 2025)                                 

Chile Permanent Mission, New York

CARIGEO Caribbean 

Member States 

Strategizing Session 

(August 5, 2025)                     

UNSD Office, New York

CARIGEO 

Caribbean Lyme 

(August 5, 2025)                     

Restaurant, New York



Benefits of participating in the regional and global 
inter-governmental processes (Barbados)

Preparing for and participating in the annual session of the 
Committee of Experts

Examined National preparatory activities (e.g. St. Lucia, 
Jamaica & USA) 

Examined Reports on the Agenda & discussed priority areas of 
national importance for country intervention preparation. 

NB. Matrix tool was specially developed to aid Member States 



Overview, 
progress & 
upcoming 

milestones

Project benefits 
for Caribbean 

countries

Cooperation 
opportunities & 

data access

Administering of 
‘Survey on the 
Availability of 

Data in Caribbean 
Countries’



15th UN-GGIM Session: 

6th Meeting                    
(August 7, 2025) 

(6th meeting) Fifteenth session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 
Management (UN-GGIM) | UN Web TV

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1x/k1xib7700i
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1x/k1xib7700i
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1x/k1xib7700i
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1x/k1xib7700i


15th UN-GGIM Session: 6th Meeting                    
(August 7, 2025) 

The Caribbean led interventions to have 

‘Disaster’ included in the naming of agenda 

item 10 for the 16th UN-GGIM Session 

(August 2026), given key national and 

regional significance as SIDS. 

Revised Agenda Item 10 for 

16th UN-GGIM Session:

“Climate, Environment & Disaster Resilience” 



Interventions for 
“Disaster” inclusion 
for Agenda item #10 
for 16th UN-GGIM 
Session (2026)

- 8 supporting 
interventions

- 2 non-support 
which were 
subsequently 
withdrawn 



Interventions for “Disaster” inclusion 
for Agenda item #10 for 16th UN-GGIM 

Session (2026)



Americas Region 

Upcoming Regional Geospatial 
Events at UNECLAC                                   

(November 2025)

15th UN-GGIM: Session 
Caribbean Representation, 

Decisions & Outcomes 

15th UN-GGIM: 

Session 

15th UN-GGIM Session: 
Caribbean Member States 

Experience

Caribbean 

Sub-region

Upcoming Events & 
Activities 

Preparations & Potential 
Disaster Impacts during 

2025 North Atlantic 
Hurricane Season



2025 North Atlantic Hurricane Season

Heartfelt support extended to all Caribbean Member States that have been impacted by tropical storms or hurricanes 

during the 2025 North Atlantic Hurricane season and the long road ahead given widespread damages and loss of life. 

Special mention:

Torrential rains

Fierce winds

Landslides

Extensive Flooding & Storm Surges

Infrastructure damage

Loss of life

Antigua & Barbuda 

Bahamas

Bermuda 

Cuba

Dominica Republic

Haiti

Jamaica 



Haiti

Hurricane                              
Melissa                                         

(October -
November 2025)

Jamaica Cuba



CARIGEO Support for Hurricane Melissa

• Esri as an America’s PSN member of CARIGEO has consenting to host a Country geoportal for 
Jamaica on the Caribbean geoportal to aid response efforts.

• CARIGEO encourages our Caribbean Member States to become members of the Caribbean 
geoportal and use its resources.



GEOSPATIAL COLLABORATIONS & PARTNERSHIPS: 
Hurricane Melissa Response (Jamaica) 





CARIGEO Support for Hurricane Melissa

Two ChatMap Groups established: 

• Group 1: maxed at 1025, over 1300 
members 

• Group 2:  over 200 members 

• ChatMap Monitoring support: Barbados & 
St. Lucia





12th

UN-GGIM: 
AMERICAS 
SESSION  





FUTURE PLANS 
& 

OPPORTUNITIES 



International Charter on Space & 
Major Disasters Training for
Caribbean Member States                             

on EO products

2025/26

National IGIF 

Workshops: 
Barbados & Jamaica

2025/26

Copernicus LAC Chile project: 
Marine Products Launch & 

Caribbean EO training workshop

(3 days)

2026

CARIGEO support of 

Drones, AI & GIS for DRM 

Conference  

2025/26

FUTURE PLANS & OPPORTUNITIES 

Jamaica 
(Dec 9-11, 2025)              

NB. Maybe rescheduled 
due to Hurricane Melissa 

impacts

(Late January 2026)





THANK 
YOU!
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