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Coordination was made with the International Association of Geodesy (IAG) to complete the procedures for

transferring and registering the project, and to work on preparing the work required by the organization in

cooperation with the geodetic expert Dr. Zuhair Al-Tamimi, which included the following:

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Initialization of ARABREF under IAG

1. Preparing the Terms of Reference for the Arab Geodetic Reference Framework, so that
it includes the following:

o Mandate

o Objectives

o Organizational Structure

o Program of Activities

2. Establishing a steering committee for the ARABREF project within the Regional
Reference Frameworks Committee (Commission 1) of the IAG organization, so that its
members are from Arab countries, which will be responsible for the project according to
the terms of reference, provided that the candidates are specialists in the field of
geodesy or those working on updating and developing national geodetic references (in
progress).

Feb
2025



Participate and cooperate with the United Nations

Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence (UN-GGCE),

through the Secretariat of the Arab States, in

supporting the initiative to raise geodetic awareness

among the five regional committees, including

contributing to the workshop “Transition to a Modern

Spatial Reference System” planned in Riyadh.

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Raise Geodetic Awareness among Arab Member States 

Mar
2025
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• Review the outcomes of the previous meeting (30 May 2024) and follow up on agreed tasks related to:

o drafting a reference document on the importance of a regionally unified geodetic reference frame and updating 

national geodetic references,

o Designing a questionnaire on geodetic infrastructure and capacity-building needs in Arab States, 

o Enhancing geodetic awareness by updating the WG web page on the UN-GGIM: Arab States website.

• Discussed the Jeddah 2025 recommendations, including: 

o developing an implementation plan for the WG in coordination with UN-GGCE, 

o Supporting completion of ARABREF registration under IAG through nominating national experts, 

o Encouraging Arab States to sign the multilateral MoU (MMOU) with UN-GGCE.

May
2025

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Online meeting

An online meeting of the Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group was held to:



The online meeting of the Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group agreed on a
focused work plan, including to:

May
2025

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Online meeting

• Prepare a draft reference document highlighting the importance of a regionally 

unified Arab geodetic reference frame;

• Develop a template to collect information on geodetic infrastructure and geodetic 

capacity-building needs in Arab States;

• Enhance geodetic awareness by updating the WG web page on the UN-GGIM: Arab 

States website;

• Prepare an implementation plan for the Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group;

• support the completion of the requirements for registering the ARABREF under the 

IAG; 

• Share a draft of the Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding (MMOU) with the 

UN-GGCE.



UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Initiating ARABREF Development

Recommendation: That the members of the Arab States Geodesy

Working Group be designated as representatives on the Steering

Committee of the Regional Reference Frames Commission

(Commission 1) of the International Association of Geodesy (IAG).

Completion of the draft document on “The Arab Geodetic Reference

Frame (ARABREF)”, highlighting the importance of having a regionally

unified geodetic reference frame for Arab States, and its review with

the Working Group members.

Jan
2026



Completion of the questionnaire on geodetic

infrastructure and geodetic capacity building

needs in Arab States, and its review with the

Working Group members.

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Initiating ARABREF Development

Jan
2026



UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group|13th Plenary Meeting UNGGIM:AS

The 13th meeting of the Arab Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) in Tunisia

on February 3-4.

Key discussions focused on the Global Geodetic Reference Frame and the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF).

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
13th Plenary Meeting UNGGIM:AS

Feb
2026



• Nominate the current members of the Geodetic Reference Frame Working 

Group as members of the ARABREF Steering Committee under the 

Regional Reference Frames Commission (Commission 1) of the IAG.

• Share the draft document on “The Arab Geodetic Reference Frame 

(ARABREF)”, highlighting the importance of having a regionally unified 

geodetic reference frame for Arab States, and its review with the Arab 

States members.

• Share the questionnaire on geodetic infrastructure and geodetic 

capacity-building needs in Arab States, and its review with the Arab States 

members.

Feb
2026

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
13th Plenary Meeting UNGGIM:AS

Key Actions



• Establishment of the ARABREF Steering Committee

The Committee approved the establishment of the Steering Committee for

the Arab Geodetic Reference Frame (ARABREF), to complete the remaining

requirements for registering the project under the Regional Reference

Frames Commission (Commission 1) of the IAG.

• Completion of the regional geodetic questionnaire

Arab Member States are encouraged to complete the questionnaire on

geodetic infrastructure and geodetic capacity-building needs through the

national entities responsible for updating and developing their national

geodetic reference frames.

Feb
2026

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
13th Plenary Meeting UNGGIM:AS

Conclusion and Recommendations



• Update of the Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group 

members

Member States are requested to nominate updated members of the 

Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group and to provide the names to the 

Secretariat of the Arab Committee by the end of March 2026.

• Active Participation of Arab Member States

Arab Member States are strongly encouraged to actively participate in the 

implementation of the tasks assigned to all Working Groups of the 

Committee, to ensure effective regional progress and contribution to the 

Global Geodetic Reference Frame.

Feb
2026

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
13th Plenary Meeting UNGGIM:AS

Conclusion and Recommendations
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Participate and cooperate with the United Nations

Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence (UN-GGCE),

through the Secretariat of the Arab States, in

supporting the initiative to raise geodetic awareness

among the five regional committees, including

contributing to the workshop “Transition to a Modern

Spatial Reference System” planned in Riyadh.

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Raise Geodetic Awareness among Arab Member States 

Mar
2026

(UPDATE: this has been postponed to this year 
2026 November/December). This will be 

finalised with UNGGCE 



Ongoing
Activities

• Distributing the questionnaire on geodetic infrastructure and geodetic 

capacity-building needs among Arab members

• Updating the working group members and submitting to the UNGGIM-AS Secretariat 

• Establishment of the ARABREF Steering Committee under the Regional Reference 

Frames Commission (Commission 1) of the IAG, to be responsible for the project in 

accordance with the approved Terms of Reference.

The ARABREF Steering Committee consist of 7 Arab Member states 

• Coordination with the United Nations Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence (UN-

GGCE) to organise a capacity-building workshop for the Arab States region, planned 

to be held in November/December 2026 in Riyadh.

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Ongoing & Planned Activities



Planned
Activities

• Communicate with the International Association of Geodesy (IAG) to submit the finalized ARABREF Steering 

Committee members list.

• Organise a virtual workshop to present and discuss the questionnaire results with Arab States, and to use the 

outcomes to support planning of geodetic infrastructure and geodetic capacity-building in the region. (Before August 

2026)

• Explore options to secure support and funding for the installation of additional GNSS stations in selected Arab States, 

to strengthen the regional geodetic infrastructure contributing to the computation of the ARABREF.

❑ Planned activities

UN-GGIM-AS: Arab States: Geodetic Reference Frame Working Group (GRF-WG)
Ongoing & Planned Activities



Thank youشكرا لكم
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