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Collaborating from the regional level to the national 
geospatial information management processes 



Quinta Sesión UN-GGIM: Américas / Taller Regional en integración de información estadística y geoespacial, Ciudad de México, 06 a 08 de noviembre 2018
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Integration of statistical and geospatial information: first steps are crucial
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Towards the integration: the process of integration has not started yet (Step I) 

NOT YET STARTED

Conformation of the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) still at 
the project level.

There is no coordination between the National Statistics Office 
and the National Cartographic Agency.

The production of cartography is analog and is in the process of 
digitalization. Agreements for the dissemination of digital 
geospatial information are required before starting the 
integration.

Limited use of geospatial technologies in the National Statistics 
Office.



Towards the integration: initial conversations under way (Step II)  

FIRST ARRANGEMENTS

Conversations and initial approach between the National 
Statistics Office and the National Cartographic Agency.

Delivery of geospatial information from the National 
Cartographic Agency to the National Statistical Office, but 
without a formal process or a specific project.

Projects in the planning phase, for example use of 
geostatistical information to support the implementation of the 
2030 agenda.

Conformation of a working group to address the challenge in an 
inter-sectoral manner, under the leadership of the National 
Statistics Office and the National Cartographic Agency.

National geospatial information policy in process, including 
the National Statistical Office as stakeholder



Towards the integration: Execution under way through one or more pilot 
projects (Step III) 

PILOT PROJECTS

In most cases, as a result of inter-institutional 
coordination.

Based on Geographic Information Systems
tools, with map visualization services.

Application of methods for the 
homologation of census units and 
administrative geographies.

Geocoding of statistical databases, using 
unique fundamental geospatial data.

Elaboration of Statistical Atlas related to a  
wide range of topics.



Towards the integration: Execution under way through a medium or long term 
work programme (Step IV)   

CONTINUED PROGRAMS

Most of the cases are denominated as National Geostatistical
Framework.

They are coordinated by the National Statistical Offices or the 
organizations that lead the National Geospatial Data 
Infrastructures.

They are supported by institutional regulations (NSO) and inter-
institutional agreements.

They have services for viewing and downloading (in some cases) 
geostatistical data.

They are focused on the implementation of the five components of 
the Global Statistical Geospatial Framework.
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•Support the NSDI project
•Dissemination of global 
frameworks
•Inter-institutional 
workshops and meetings
•Capacity building on 
technology

•Formalization of working groups
(institutional arrangements)
•Dissemination of experiences on 
pilot projects  implementation 
•Capacity building on 
methodologies to integrate 
geospatial and statistical 
•Implementation of geospatial 
tools and platforms

Road map to advance in the integration process

•Dissemination of 
experiences on national 
geostatistical frameworks
•Development of 
institutional/normative 
arrangements to support  
the  national geostatistical
framework
•Elaboration of the national 
work programme

GEOSPATIAL
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Self assessment on the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework 



Topic Current situation

(gaps, opportunities)

Proposed actions

Governance and institutions

Policy and legal

Financial

Geospatial data and infrastructure

Innovation

Standards

Partnerships

Capacity and Education

Communication and engagement

Self assessment on the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework 



Some outputs of the assessment

Updating and improvement of national geospatial
information policies



Some outputs of the assessment

Action lines to implement a national geospatial
framework



✓ Integrating geospatial and statistical information is a key pillar within any regional or national effort to 
strengthen the geospatial information management.

✓ The integration of statistical and geospatial information need as umbrella a nationwide coordination 
structure that can be provided by the national spatial data infrastructure.

✓ A first step in those countries where the integration of geospatial and statistical information has not started 
yet is to review the status of their SDI process and take action in order to activate these suitable and 
supportive coordination structures.

✓ The Integrated Geospatial Information Framework is a key resource to support the development of 
geospatial information in the countries of the region. 

Final remarks
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Thank you !


