
Menno-Jan Kraak

Faculty of Geoinformation Science and Earth Observation

What do we see? 
Key consideration while mapping SDG indicators

Menno-Jan Kraak



• Context: Requirements and Enabling Tools for Implementing the SDGs in 

Urban SettingsI

• Indicators

• To believe or not to believe

• To see or not to see

• What do we see

• Inequalities

• space

• theme
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Indicators and their TIER level



Nature of the indicators
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Country shapes and a global perspective



Population related topics



Gender inequality index
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Map projections



Choice of color - what do you want to tell?



Let’s make the world a better place with maps

The cartographic workflow is a chain of many decisions 

which have far wider implications than realized

Educate map makers

Train map users




