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A bit of historyeand a

ol believe we nedamulti-reasdutiomi t
three -dimensional representation of the planet, into which
we can embed vast quantities of geo -referenced data.

We have an unparalleled opportunity to turn a flood of raw

data into understandable information about our society and
our planet. This data will include not only high -resolution

satellite imagery of the planet, digital maps, and economic,
social, and demographic information.

If we are successful, it will have broad societal and
commercial benefits in areas such as education, decision -
making for a sustainable future, land -use planning,
agricultural, and crisis management; and to collaborate on
thelong-t er m environment al c hal

c -: 20 Al Gore, 1998: The Digital Earth: Understanding our planet in the 21 st Century
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OEverything happens somew

Nancy Tosta, June 2001

monitor what happ
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Fundamental Datasets for Africa, 2007

As geospatial information becomes widely accepted as essential
components of the body of knowledge that informs national
development strategies, then a pan-continental and common
definition of what constitutes a minimally necessary core of
geospatial data and information products is required.

Objective: Identify and enumerate these core, or fundamental,

geospatial datasetst o support Afriagendas d

A key aspect of fundamental datasets is that they should be a
reference frame, foundation, or base for the development and
Integration of geospatial datasets at a national, sub -regional and
regional level.

For this to be accomplished, it is necessary for the data to be
available and widely accessible so that new geospatial datasets
can be developed through the cooperation of users.
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How can you measure and monitor sustainable devel opr

we wank_

the Future

pl ace

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges
United Nations Secretariat

ggim.un.org

Global Geospatial Information Management




Need for geospatial data captured in  Sustainable Development
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