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OUTLINE

ÅThe global infrastructure:

ÅUN Expert Group on Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information(EG-ISGI)

ÅUN Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goals Indicators     
(IAEG-SDG)

ÅA national approach:

ÅaŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ



"The work on global geospatial information management in recent years has

confirmed that one of the key challenges is better integration of geospatial and

statistical information as a basis for solid, evidence-based decision making.ò

The Challenge

UN Under Secretary-General

Wu Hongbo

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, 2012



IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location

Positioning geospatial information to address global challengesPositioning geospatial information to address global challenges
Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

Å Created at the behest of the 46 UNStatCom in 2015

Å Formed by 28 member States; co-chaired by Philippines and Mexico

Å Agreed a proposed global indicator framework for the goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development;

Å It includes a list of 232 indicators presented in annex IV of the report, subject to technical 

refinement;

Three tiers of indicators: 

I) indicators for which methodology and data exist; 

II) indicators for which methodology exists but data is not available;  and 

III) indicators for which methodology requires further work and no data is available.

Potential for geospatial and other data sources to address these gaps 

Inter-Agency and Expert Group on 
Sustainable Development Goals Indicators (IAEG-SDG)



Positioning geospatial information to address global challengesPositioning geospatial information to address global challenges

At its 3rd Meeting in Mexico City (30 March-2 April 2016), the IAEG-SDGs 

decided to create three working groups:

ïInterlinkages

ïGeospatial information (WGGI)

ïStatistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX)

Working Groups

IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location
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Å 13 Countriesin the IAEG-SDGs (NSOs): Bahrain, Brazil, Botswana, Cape Verde, Colombia, 
Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, Germany, Jamaica, Qatar, Mexico (co-chair), Sweden (co-chair).

Å UN-GGIM (secretariat)

Å UN-GGIM Regional Representatives

ÅGroup on Earth Observations (GEO)

Å EuropeanCommission (Eurostat) 

ÅOECD

ÅGlobal WorkingGroup on Big Data, EG-ISGI

ÅWorld Health Organization(WHO), 

Composition of the WGGI

IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location
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The primary objective of the WGGI is to ensure from both a statistical and geographical
(geospatial)perspectivethat the key principleof the 2030SustainableDevelopmentAgenda,to
leaveno one behind, is reflectedin the globalSDGindicatorframework.

Aimsandactivities (asper the WGGIWork Plan):

Å Thereviewof the globalindicator frameworkand its compiledmetadatathrougha geographic
lens;

Å Considerationon how geospatial information can contribute to the indicators and their
metadata;

Å Identifyingexistinggeospatialdatagaps,methodologicalandmeasurementissues; and

Å Developingandproposingmeansof addressingthesedatagapsandissues.

IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location



IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location
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Meetings of the WGGI

Å Informalintroductorymeeting duringUN-GGIM6 (New York, August 2016)

Å Expert meeting in Mexico City, Mexico - INEGI (December 2016) 

Å Third meeting in Kunming, China - NASG (May 2017)

Å Fourth meeting (New York, 6-8 December 2017)
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Highlights from the Mexico City and Kunming Expert Group Meetings

Å ReviewedglobalindicatorsthroughaΨƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΩlens

Å Agreementon short-list of 24 indicatorsto be examinedat a national level (membercountries),regionally
(EC,OECD,others)andglobally(GEO,WHO,UNGGIM)

15 indicatorswheregeospatialinformation,togetherwith statisticaldata,can

contributedirectly to their production

TierI 9.c.1 14.5.1 15.1.1 15.1.2

TierII 11.2.1 11.3.1 15.4.1

TierII 2.4.1 6.3.2 6.5.2 6.6.1 9.1.1 11.7.1 14.2.1 15.3.1

9 indicatorswheregeospatialinformationcansignificantlysupporttheir production

TierI 1.1.1 (4.5.1)

TierII 5.2.2 5.4.1 15.4.2 (4.5.1)

TierIII1.4.2 5.a.1 5.a.2 11.7.2 (4.5.1)

IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location



Å Agreedto the formation of 6 TaskTeams,whosereports and conclusionswere presentedduring the
5th meetingof the IAEG-SDGsin Ottawa,Canada(March2017)

Aim: to ensurethat the IAEG-SDGscan directly see the value of the WGGI,and can directly benefit
from the²DDLΩǎmore in-depthanalysis,recommendationsandadvice.

ThreeTTson keyTierIII indicators:

Å6.6.1ςChangein the extentof water-relatedecosystemsovertime

Å9.1.1ςProportionof the rural populationwho live within 2 km of an

all-seasonroad;

Å15.3.1ςProportionof landthat isdegradedovertotal landarea

ThreeTTson crosscutting issues:

ÅGeographicdisaggregation

ÅAlternativedata

ÅGlobalvs. local(national)data

IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location

Highlights from the Mexico City and Kunming Expert Group Meetings



6th Meeting of IAEG-SDGs
11-14 November 2017, Manama, Bahrain

Report

Issuesandconsiderations

Ç Needfor considerationon capacitydevelopment?
Á national statistical systemshaving the capabilityand capacityin the production and integration

approachesfor geo-statisticalinformation

Ç Workingwith andcontributingto the work of the Custodianagencies
Á addressdatasourcesanddataavailability

Ç Disaggregationaccordingto geographiclocation
Á disaggregationof national statistical data is considerablystrengthened through the lens of

geospatialinformation

Ç Theseidentified issuesandgapswill beaddressedat the 4th meetingof the WorkingGroup

IAEG-SDGs   Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

Issuesandconsiderations

Dataavailabilityremainsone of the primarychallengebefore the WorkingGroup,the issueof availabilityof
άtǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǊŜŀŘȅέdata, in particularς

a) Whatandwherearethe useabledata,especiallysatelliteimageries;
b) Demonstratingavailabilityanduseabilityof thesedata;
c) Howto contributeandwork with custodianagencies.

Theseissues,aswell asresults& agreementsfrom WGGImeetings,were submitted in a report to the
IAEG-SDGat its sixthmeetingin Bahrein,11-14November2017

6th Meeting of IAEG-SDGs
11-14 November 2017, Manama, Bahrain

Report

IAEG-SDGs   Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators



Main agenda items: WGGI Fourth meeting
UNHQ ςNY, 6-8 december2017

ÅReviewprogressto date, including national, regional and global approachesto the indicator
short-list;

ÅReviewthe outputsof the sixtaskteamsanddetermineanynextsteps;

ÅConsidermodalityandprocessto engageindicatorcustodianagenciesto better understandand
to support the processand progressin developmentof definition/classification,methodological
approachesanddatasourcesparticularlyfor identifiedTierIII indicatorswithin the shortlist;

ÅConsidermodality and processto effectively,collaborativelyand expertlywork either asa work
groupor astaskteamto generatethe desiredoutputs in betweenphysicalmeetings; and

ÅReviewwork plans, set priorities and develop a mechanism,including milestones,to ensure
completionof work.

IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators Disaggregated by Geographic Location



Expert Group on I ntegration of Statistical and 
Geospatial Information (EG-ISGI)

Meet the challenges of managing and integrating geospatial and statistical information at the national, regional 
and global levels

Develop a Statistical-Spatial Framework as a global standard for the integration of statistical and geospatial 
information..

Chairs: 

Martin BradyïAustralia                              Rolando Ocampo- Mexico



Meetings of the EG ISGI

ÅFirst Meeting of the Expert Group. October 2013. New York, USA. 

a) International Workshop on Integrating Geospatial and Statistical Information, 9-12 June, 2014, Beijing,
China.

b) Global Forum on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information, 4-5 August 2014, UN
Headquarters, New York

ÅSecond Meeting of the Expert Group. May 2015, Lisbon, Portugal

a) Meeting of Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information during the 47th Session of the Statistical 
Commission of the United Nations. March 2016, New York, USA.

ÅThird Meeting of the Expert Group. April 2016. Paris, France

a) Meeting during the Sixth Session of UN GGIM. August 2016, UN Headquarters, New York, USA.

b) Forum for the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information during the 48th Session of the
Statistical Commission of the United Nations. April 2017, New York, USA

ÅFourth Meeting of the Expert Group. November 2017 ïStockholm, Sweden



Background of the Global Statistical and Geospatial 

Framework (GSGF)

Å2014 Global Forum on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial

Information (NY) confirms the need to develop a global statistical and

geospatial framework

Å2015, Lisbon, the Expert Group analyzed options to prepare a global

statistical and geospatial framework.

V Australian Spatial Statistical framework (SSF)

V European General Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM)

V National Geostatistical Framework Model of Mexico (NGF)

Å Paris, the Expert Group examined the framework proposal in preparation

to hold a global consultation in 2016 to enrich the GSGF and present it at

the 6th Session of UN GGIM.

GSGF

NGF

GSBPM
SSF

Paris 2016

Lisbon 2015



Global Statistical and Geospatial Framework 
The Statistics Division conducted the global consultation on the Framework and was reviewed by the 

Expert Group.

More than 58 responses were received, having consensus on the five guiding principles underlying:

1. Use of geocoding and fundamental geospatial

infrastructure

2. Data from individual geocoded records in a data

management environment

3. Common geographical areas for the dissemination

of statistics

4. Interoperable data and metadata standards

5. Statistics with accessible and usable

geospatial data



Fourth Meeting of the EG -ISGI

November 2017 ð Stockholm, Sweden

Followed by the UNECE - UN-GGIM: Europe Joint Workshop on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial

Standards.

Meeting co-chaired by Australia and Mexico, attended by 29 experts from 15 countries, several UN organizations

and industry observers

Objetive: Strengthening of the mandate of the Expert Group, to review and consider the recent decisions of UN-

GGIM and UNSC related the Framework (GSGF), the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 2020 round

of Population Censuses, and to discuss and plan the future activities of the Expert Group.

Outcomes :

VGreater collaboration between the statistical and geospatial community members

VActions agreed for addressing interoperability issues between both communities

VPrioritized Work Program for the UN EG-ISGI, now focusing strongly to complete detailed definitions on the 5

principles of the GSGF and to provide guidance material of these principles .

This material will enable other work occurring on the 2020 Round of Population Censuses, the Sustainable

Development Goals indicators and on other topics where geospatial enabled data is critical.



Fourth Meeting of the Expert Group. 
November 2017, Stockholm , Sweden



Joint committee meeting ςSantiago, Chile ςApril 2017 IX Statistical Conference of the Americas ςAguascalientes ςNov 2017



A National Approach:

aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ plan for a 
country-wide 

coordinated use of 
integrated 

Statistic and Geographic 
Information


