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Why change? 

ÅUnstable 

ÅInconsistent units 

ÅOften not meaningful 

ÅAdministrative rather than functional 

ÅNot optimised for data output 

ÅNeed to incorporate Mesh Blocks 

ÅNot a complete framework 



Why change now? 

ÅTechnological and data 

developments 

ÅWide adoption of GIS 

ÅG-NAF 

ÅAddress coding 

ÅImagery availability 

ÅMesh Blocks 

ÅCensus year 



ASGS 



What does the ASGS bring? 

ÅStability over time 

ÅNo change to ABS structures between 

Censuses (5-yearly) 

ÅAreas designed for minimum change at 

all levels 

ÅReflects real settlement patterns and 

relationships 

ÅOptimised at all levels for data release 



Mesh Blocks 

ÅSmallest region defined 

Å347,627 MBs 

ÅBuilding block 

ÅReflect land use 

ÅIf populated: generally 30 ï 60 

dwellings 

ÅLimited data availability 

 



Mesh Blocks: Palmerston 



SA1s 

ÅCensus output  

Å54,805 SA1s 

ÅAverage population 400 

ÅOptimal range 200 - 800 

ÅSimilar characteristics 

ÅInternally connected 

ÅReflect wherever possible localities 

and suburbs 

 



SA1s: Monash 
 



SA1s: Emerald 
 



SA2s 

ÅOptimised for demographic data 

(ERP)  

ÅNon-Census data available 

Å2,214 SA2s 

ÅFunctional area in regional Aust. 

ÅBased on gazetted suburb/locality 

ÅAverage population 10,000 

ÅOptimal range  3,000 - 25,000 

 

 

 



SA2s: Perth 
 


